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 October 31, 2011 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  The Honorable Patrick Quinn, Governor, State of Illinois 
 The Honorable John Cullerton, President of the Senate 
 The Honorable Michael Madigan, Speaker of the House of Representatives 
 The Honorable Christine Radogno, Minority Leader of the Senate 
 The Honorable Tom Cross, Minority Leader of the House of Representatives 
 The Honorable Jesse White, Secretary of State 
 Arthur Bishop, Director Illinois Department of Juvenile Justice 
 
RE: Advisory Opinion of the Commission on Government Forecasting and 

Accountability Regarding the Closure of the Illinois Youth Center – 
Murphysboro 

 
 
The Commission met on Thursday, October 27, 2011 at 8:00 am to take final action on 
the proposed closure of the Illinois Youth Center at Murphysboro and to accept or 
reject the recommendation for closure submitted by the Department of Juvenile Justice 
(DJJ) for that facility.  The Commission, on a vote of 7-4, rejected the recommendation 
by the Department of Juvenile Justice to close the Illinois Youth Center in 
Murphysboro, Illinois.  A copy of the motion to reject the recommendation for closure 
and the vote tally is attached. 
 
INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
 
The Department of Juvenile Justice officially notified the Commission on Government 
Forecasting and Accountability (the Commission) of the intent to close the Illinois 
Youth Center at Murphysboro (IYC-Murphysboro) on September 8, 2011.  According 
to the State Facilities Closure Act (30 ILCS 608/5-10): “In the case of a proposed 
closure of: (i) a prison, youth center, work camp or work release center operated by the 
Department of Corrections; (ii) a school, mental health center, or center for the 
developmentally disabled operated by the Department of Human Services; or (iii) a 
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