IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY
CHANCERY DIVISION

WILLIAM J. KELLY, and all similarly
Situated persons
Petitioner,

Case No.
V.

THE HONORABLE JEFFERY M.
SCHOENBERG and THE HONORABLE
RICHARD P. MYERS, in their official
capacity as co-chairman of COMMISSION ON
GOVERNMENT FORECASTING AND
ACCOUNTABILITY

N N N N Nt Nt o N st ' ' v

Respondents.

AMMENDMENDED EMERGENCY VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR WRIT OF
MANDAMUS TO COMPEL COMPLIANCE WITH MANDATE AND
INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

NOW HERE COMES, William J. Kelly, acting pro se, brings this Petition for Writ of
Mandamus and for Injunctive Relief and in support thereof states as follows:

1.This matter involves the mandates of the State Facilities Closure Act (“Closure Act” or
“Act”) (30 ILCS 608/5-1 et seq. (West 2008)) and the proposed closure of the Thomson
Correctional Center (hereinafter “TCC”) located at 1100 One Mile Road in the Village of
Thomson, Carroll County, Illinois.

2.Subsection 5-10(a) of the Closure Act (30 ILCS 608/5-10(a) (West 2008)) establishes
the procedures that the State must follow before closing TCC,;

3.The Closure Act requires the Illinois Department of Corrections (hereinafter “IDOC”),
as the State executive branch with Jurisdiction over the Facility, to file Notice of the
proposed closure with the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
(hereinafter “Commission™) (30 ILCS 608/5-10(a)) and said Notice was filed with the
Commission on November 25, 2009;

4.With regard to a prison operated by the Department of Corrections (DOC), pursuant to
the mandates of the Closure Act, the “Commission must require the executive branch
officer to file a recommendation of closure. The recommendation must be filed within 30
days after the Commission delivers the request for recommendation to the State executive
branch officer.” (30 ILCS 608/5-10(a) (West 2008);

5.Petitioner is unaware of the date of any request by the Commission or if a request was
ever made but the required recommendation was filed with the Commission by Director
Michael P. Randle on November 25, 2009;




6.Pursuant to the Closure Act “a 30-day public comment period must follow the filing of
the recommendation. ... In the case of the proposed closure of: (i) a prison ... the
Commission must conduct one or more public hearings on the recommendation”
(emphasis added) (30 ILCS 608/5-10(b) (West 2008)).
7.In this case the public comment period expired on December 28, 2009 (Normally it
would have expired on December 25, 2009 but because that day was a State holiday,
pursuant to section 1.11 of the Statute on Statutes (5 ILCS 70/1.11), the comment period
is extended to December 28, 2009);
8.The Act further mandates that the Commission conduct the public hearings within 35
days after the filing of the recommendation and that “at least one of the public hearings
on the recommendation shall be held at a convenient location within 25 miles of the
facility...”. (30 ILCS 608/5-10(b));
9.The public hearings deadline expired December 30, 2009;
10.The Act also requires the Commission to provide “reasonable notice of the comment
period and the public hearings to the public and to the units of local government and
school districts that are located within 25 miles of the facility.” (30 ILCS 608/5-10(b));
11.The only public hearing held within the timeframe mandated by the Act was held on
December 22, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at Sterling High School, Centennial Auditorium 1608 4t
Avenue, Sterling, Illinois in the County of Whiteside County which is neither convenient
nor within 25 miles of TCC;
12.Upon information and belief, Sterling High School is approximately 1-hour, by car
from TCC and, depending on the route, approximately 33.7 — 37.0 miles away (see
Google map, attached hereto and incorporated herein as “Exhibit A”);
13.Pursuant to the statutory law or common law, Closure Act does not call for a 25 mile
radius or straight line distance and to be interpreted as requiring the public hearing to be
held within a 25-mile driving distance of TCC (see generally Carter-Shields v. Alton
Health Inst., 317 Ill. App. 3D 260 (Ill. App. Ct. 5" Dist. 2000) (overturned on unrelated
grounds) Carter-Shields v. Alton Health Inst., 201 I11. 2d 441 (Ill. 2002) (interpreting
distance of a restrictive covenant driving distance and not straight line distance (Carter-
Shields should be seen as persuasive)). Had the legislature intended on requiring straight
line distance, they would have described the distance as within a radius, as they have in
the Illinois Vehicle Code and The Coal Mine Medical Emergencies Act (see also Zoning
Code, section 24.1)
14.Upon information and belief, the failure to comply with the mandates of the Closure
Act, resulted in inadequate accessibility to the public hearing to those persons required to
receive notice within 25 miles of TCC.
15.The November 25" letter by Director Michael Randle states that “We will also be
announcing the proposed closure of the Thomson facility to the public through the
posting of this letter on the Department of Corrections' website.” Petitioner attempted to
further research the manner and method in which the notice of the public comment period
and public hearings was provided to those persons required to receive notice but was
unable to do so and upon information and belief said notice was not reasonable (see letter,
ched hereto and incorporated herein as “Exhibit B”);

GZ?With regard to said notice, there was a large turn-out at the public hearing however,

upon information and belief, the majority of persons in attendance were persons who




reside outside of the 25 mile radius and whom likely became aware of the hearings
through their political affiliations as there were several elected and appointed state, local
and federal officials, employee organizations, unions and associations, educational and
economical development organizations but the general local public seemed under
represented and Petitioner requests proof of adequate notice to the general public within
25 miles of TCC.

17.Accordingly, the Commission violated the mandates of the Closure Act in failing to
timely hold a public hearing at a convenient location within 25 miles from the TCC and
this Honorable Court should stay any vote on the recommendation by the Commission
until such time that a properly noticed and properly held public hearing can be held;
18.Pursuant to the Closure Act the Commission's duty to provide adequate notice of
public hearing held within 25 miles of TCC is clear and nondiscretionary therefore the
right to seek compliance of the mandate is equally clear. Moreover, the right and duty
exyst pursuant to Illinois statutory and case law;

@ Moreover, the IDOC recommendation did not incorporate the financial burden
suffered by the village as a result of the bonds obtained in relation to building and
mmr TCC. (see letter, attached hereto and incorporated herein as
“Exhibit C) The Closure Act mandates the recommendation consider such economic
impact, and this court should require the commission to seek a supplental
recommendation prior to voting.

20.The Closure Act prohibits the Commission from taking any action to implement the
[IDOC’s recommendation until 50 days after the filing of the IDOC’s recommendation.
(30 ILCS 608/5-10(e)). The 50-day period within which the Commission must issue it’s
advisory opinion on the IDOC’s recommendation expires on January 14, 2010;

21.No prejudice will result to the Commission as they have until January 14, 2010 to
issue their opinion;

22.Petitioner files this Petition on an emergency basis considering the timeline and
deadlines mandated by the Closure Act and to avoid the risk of the Commission being ill
advised and prepared to issue its opinion by January 14, 2010.

23.Petitioner requests this Honorable Court issue a writ of mandamus requiring the
Commission to hold a public hearing at a convenient location within 25 miles of TCC
before the Commission votes on the IDOC recommendation;

24 Petitioner further requests this Honorable Court maintain the status quo and enjoin the
Commission from voting on the recommendation prior to a hearing on the herein Petition;
25.A temporary restraining order or a preliminary injunction is warranted in this matter as
the Closure Act establishes a clearly ascertainable right which needs protection;
26.Furthermore, the public and citizens of the State of Illinois will suffer irreparable harm
if the Commission hold a vote and predetermines the opinion it intends on proffering
without the public having an adequate opportunity to make use of the public comment
period and public hearing requirements of the Closure Act;

27.Petitioner asserts that no adequate remedy exists at law to compensate the public for
(or to right the wring of) the improper closure of and/or sale of the TCC;

28.Considering the nondiscretionary duty of the Commission as mandated by the Closure
Act there exists a substantial, if not per se, likelihood of success on the merits;

29.The public will suffer greater harm without the injunction, should the Commission




proceed with their vote in Cook County on January 6, 2010, then the Commission will
suffer if it is issued.

WHEREFORE, the Petitioner requests this Honorable Court issue an Order:

A.Compelling the Commission to hold a public hearing, upon proper notice, at a
convenient location within 25 miles of TCC;

B.Compelling the Commission to request a supplemental recommendation from the
IDOC addressing the financial impact on the village;

C.Enjoin the Commission from voting on January 6, 2010 unless said hearing occurs
and/or the Commission receives a supplemental recommendation from the IDOC or in the
alternative until this Court can hold a evidentiary or preliminary hearing on the herein
Petition;

D.Any other relief this Court deems just and proper.

Respectfully Yours,

William J. Kelly

VERIFICATION

I, under oath and under the penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 5/1-109 of
the Code of Civil Procedure, the undersigned Affirm and certify that the statements and
facts set forth in this instrument are true and correct except to those matter which are
stated upon information and belief and I verily belief same to be true and correct.

Date:

William J. Kelly

Signed and sworn
to me on this day of , 2010

Notary
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V. No. 10 CH 00008

)
)
)
)
)
) _
THE HONORABLE JEFFREY M. SCHOENBERG) Hon. Martin S. Agran
and THE HONORABLE RICHARD P. MYERS, ) Courtroom 2102
in their official capacity as co-chairman of )
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT )
FORECASTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY, )

Respondents. )

NOTICE OF FILING

TO:  Alison H. Motta, Esq. William J. Kelly
Motta & Motta, LLP
559 W. Galena Blvd.
Aurora, Illinois 60506

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the 5" day of January, 2010, I caused to be filed: the
attached Respondents’ Response Brief in Opposition to Petitioner’s Emergency Verified
Petition for Writ of Mandamus to Compel Compliance with Mandate and Injunctive Relief
in the above-titled action in the Circuit Court of Cook County, Illinois.

Respectfully submitted,
LISA MADIGAN, - |
Attorney General of Illinois Kaddrioe Zaanand-
Atty Code: 99000 KATHERINE LAURENT

Assistant Attorney General
General Law Bureau

100 W. Randolph St., 13th FI.
Chicago, Illinois 60601

Tel.: (312) 814-5022

Fax: (312) 814-4425

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned, an attorney, certifies that a copy of the foregomg was served upon the above
named parties via hand delivery in court at or before 5:00 p.m. on the f)‘ day of J—GI\M 2010.
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WILLIAM J. KELLY, and all similarly
situated persons,

Petitioner,

V. No. 10 CH 00008

THE HONORABLE JEFFREY M. SCHOENBERG

and THE HONORABLE RICHARD P. MYERS,

in their official capacity as co-chairman of

COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT

FORECASTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY,
Respondents.

Hon. Martin S. Agran
Courtroom 2102
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RESPONDENTS’ RESPONSE IN OPPOSITION TO
PETITIONER’S EMERGENCY VERIFIED PETITION FOR WRIT OF MANDAMUS
TO COMPEL COMPLIANCE WITH MANDATE AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

NOW COME the Respondents, Senator JEFFREY M. SCHOENBERG and
Rebresentative RICHARD P. MYERS, in their official capacities as Co-Chairmen of the
ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT FORECASTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY,
by their attorney, LISA MADIGAN, Illinois Attorney General, and hereby move this Honorable
‘Court to deny Petitioner’s Emergency Verified Pétition for Writ of Mandamus to Compel
Compliance with Mandate and Injunctive Relief. In support of this response brief, the
Respondents state as follows:

INTRODUCTION
1. On January '4, 2010, Petitioner’s Emergency Verified Petition for Writ of
Mandamus to Compel Compliance with Mandate and Injunctive Relief was faxed to the

Commission’s office in Springfield, Illinois, along with a Notice of Motion for presentation of

the Petition that same day at 9:30 a.m. No motion for temporary restraining order accompanied




the Petition. The Commission’s office received a telephone call from Petitioner’s counsel later
that day, indicating that the petition would be presented on January 5, 2010, at 12:00 noon. The
Petition seeks the Court to issue an order “compelling the Commission to hold a public hearing,
upon proper notice, at a convenient location within 25 miles of TCC [Thomson Correctional
Center]” and “enjoin[ing] the Commission from voting on January 6, 2010 unless said hearing
ovccurs or in the alternative until this Court can hold an evidentiary or preliminary hearing én the
herein Petition.” (Petition, Prayer for Relief).

2. Petitioner Kelly has failed to allege facts sufficient to support a request for
emergency injunctive relief. A temporary restraining order is an emergency remedy issued to
maintain the status quo until the case is disposed of on the merits. Wilsor ex rel. Geiger v.
Hinsdale Elementary School Dist., 349 1ll. App.3d 243, 248 (2" Dist. 2004). A party seeking a
TRO must establish, by a preponderance of the evidence, that (1) he or she possesses a certain
and clearly ascertainable right needing protection, (2) he of she has no adequate remedy at law,
(3) he or she would suffer irreparable harm without the TRO, and (4) he or she has a likelihood
of success on the merits. Lo v. Provena Covenant Medical Center, 342 Ill.App.3d 975, 987 (4"
Dist. 2003).

3. In the instant case, Petitioner Kelly fails to allege facts sufficient to satisfy the
e}ements for the entry of emergency injunctive relief. First, emergency relief is not justified since
the Commission merely issues a non-binding advisory opinion on the recommendation for
closure of a state facility, after which there is no time period for the Governor to act upon it.
Second, it is clear from the allegations in the Petition that Petitioner Keily lacks a likelihood of

success on the merits. Third, Petitioner Kelly has not alieged that he has a certain and clearly




ascertainable right in need of protection. Finally, Petitioner has not alleged any facts indicating
that he will suffer irreparable harm if an injunction is not entered. Further, the harm to the public
if an emergéncy injunction were entered does not outweigh the harm to the Commission since a
public hearing was prdperly noticed and already held within 25 miles of the TCC.

4, The request for mandamus relief should be denied because Petitioner Kelly
_ fails to allege any facts showing‘that he has a clear right to the relief requested or that
Respondents have a clear duty to act.

5. The Petition should also be denied because it improperly seeks this Court to
enjoin a legislative agency from exercising its functions. Finally, the Court lacks subject matter
jurisdiction over Petitioner’s suit against the State Respondents based on sovereign immunity.

ARGUMENT
A. Emergency Relief Is Not Justified

6. Emergency relief is not justified here since the Commission merely issues a non-
bjnding advisory opinion on fhe recommendation for closure of a state facility, after which there
is no time period for the Governor to act upon it. 30 ILCS 608/5-10(c),(d). Whereas, the
Commission must issue its advisory opinion within 50 days after the State executive branch
officer filed the reccommendation for closure of the state facility. 30 ILCS 608/5-10(c). A copy
of the State Facilities Closure Act (30 ILCS 608/5-1, et seq.) is attache_d hereto as.Exhibit A.

Bv. Petitioner Doeé Not Have a Likelihood of Success on the Merits

7. Petitioner fails to raise a fair question about his right to the requested relief.

Petitioner admits that a public hearing was held within the time frame in the State Facilities

Closure Act (30 ILCS 608/5-10(b)) on December 22, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at Sterling High School,

3




Centennial Auditorium, located at 1608 4™ Avenue in Sterling, Illinois in Whiteside County.
(Petition, § 11). The hearing lasted seven hours, until 9:00 p.m., to give everyone an opportunity
to be heard. (See Agenda for December 22, 2009 Public Hearing, attached hereto as Exhibit B,
listing Pefitioner William Kelly as a General Public commentor, Part VII b. 5.).

8. Petitioner alleges that Sterling High School is approximately 33.7 to
37 highway miles from the TCC and that the alleged failure to comply with the méndates of the
Closure Act resulted in inadequate accessibility to the public hearing to those persons required to
receive notice w{thin 25 miles of the TCC. However, such facts are all.eged “upon information
and belief”, and thus, do not support issuance of emergency injunctive relief. (Petition, 9 12-
13). Facts alleged onvinfprmation and belief will not support issuance of-an injunction. Mass v.
Cohen Associates, Inc., 112 Ill.App;3d 191, 196 (1* Dist. 1983) (striking emergency motion for
injunction where plaintiff’s affidavit verified only on information and belief, rather than personal
knowledge).

0. Contrary to Petitioner’s assertion, Sterling High School is within 25 miles of the
TCC, specifically 24.49 miles from the center of fhe prison. (See Google Earth map, attached
hereto as Exhibit C). The Closure Act merely states that “at least one of the public hearings on
the recommendation shall be held at a convénient location within 25 miles of the facility....” 30
ILCS 608/5-10(b). If the legislature had intended that the 25-mile distance be limited to a
driving distance, as opposed to a radius distance, the Act would have so stated. As a matter of
law, the plain language of the Act does not include such a limitation. Hawes v. Luhr Brothers,
Inc., 212 111.2d 93, 105 (2004) (the court should not depart from the plain language of the Act by

reading into it exceptions, limitations or conditions that conflict with the express legislative




intent). Further, the Petition even refers to it as “the 25 mile radius.” (Petition, § 15). The City
of Thomson, the location of the TCC, is a small community of approximately 550 people. (See

the Thomson Illinois website at http://www.thomsonil.com). The Sterling High School .

auditorium was the only facility in Illinois within 25 miles of the prison that was large enough to
hold the expected turnout for the public hearing of 1,000 people.

10.  Asto Petitioner’s allegations that notice to the general public was not reasonable
and that the local public seemed under-represented (Petition, Y 14-15), these facts are alleged
“ﬁpon information and belief’also and, thus, do not support the issuance of emergency injunctive
relief. Méss v. Cohen Associates, Inc., 112 1l1.App.3d at 196.

-11. Proper notice of the hearing was provided to the public. The Closure Act
provides that the Commission provide “reasonable notice” of the comment period and of any
public hearings to the public. 30 ILCS 608/5-10(b). A notice of the public hearing was issued by
the Commission on December 7, 2009 and sent to 229 people on a mailing list and the 12
Commission members and was posted on its website. (See Memorandum at
hﬁp://www.ilga.gov/commission/cgfé2006/upload/ 12222009meetingNotice.pdf and attached
héreto as Exhibit D). A Notice of Public Hearing was also published in five local publications:
the Freeport Journal Standard on December 18‘vh and 20" of 2009, the Carroll County Review
published weekly on December 16, 2009, the Saﬁk Valley News on December 12", 19" and 21*
of 2009, the Mt. Carroll Mirror Democrat on December 16, 2009 for one Week, and the Rock
Island Argus/The Dispatch on December 20, 2009. (See Published Notice of Public Hearing and
List of Newspabers, attached hereto as Group Exhibit E).

The Commission also posted on its website a Time Frame of specific dates for the closure




process of the TCC, including the public comment period. (See Time Frame at

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/cgfa2006/upload/TimeFrameThomsonCC.pdf and attached as

Exhibit F). As of January 2, 2010, the Commission has received 207 pages of public comments.

(See http://www.ilga.gov/commission/cgfa2006/upload/PublicCommentsThomson.pdf).

C. Petitioner Fails to Allege that He Has a Clearly Ascertainable Right in Need of
' Protection

12.  Petitioner must be able to establish a clear, ascertainable, and protectable right of
his own. Stanton v. City of Chicago, 177 1ll.App.3d 519, 523 (1* Dist. 1988). Additionally, a
TRO with notice must show likelihood of success on the merits. Stanton, 177 Ill. App.3d at 523.
The Petition contains no allegations with respect to Petitioner Kelly. There is no indication
whether he resides withiﬁ the 25-milé radius. Petitioner has not adequately alléééd a le.gally.
cognizable interest that is distinct and palpable. Glisson v. City of Marion, 188 111.2d 211, 221
(1999). Thus, Petitioner lacks standing to claim that he was denied notice of and an opportunity
to be heard at a public hearing within 25 miles of the TCC. Further, the Closure Act does not
c;)nfer standing on Petitioner to bring this private cause of action; the Act does not contain any
language that expressly provides a private right of action for a violation of the Act. Id. at 223
(;:ourt held that the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act did not create a private right of
a;:tion).
D. Petitioner Fails to Allege Irreparable Harm

13. Petitioner Kelly has not shown that an injunctibn is necessary to prevent an
irreparable injufy to him. 1t is generally required that a plaintiff allege sufﬁgient facts so as to

show that he will suffer injury, irreparable in nature, if the injunction is not entered. See Redfern




v. Sullivan, 111 Ill.App.3d 372 (4™ Dist. 1982). Again, Petitioner has not alleged any facts
indicating thét he will suffer irreparable harm if an injunction is not entered. (Petition, § 24).
E inally, the harm to the public if an emergency injunction were entered does not outweigh the
Harm to the Commission since a .public hearing was properly noticed and was already held within .
25 miles of the TCC.
E. Petitioner Is Not Enﬁtled to Mandamus Relief

| 14. The request for mandamus relief should also be denied because Petitioner Kelly
fails to allege any facts showing that he has a clear right to the relief requested or that
Respondents have a clear duty to act. Noyola v. Board of Education, 179 Ill.éd 121, 133 (1997).
P-Etitioner Kelly does not have a clear right to the relief requested due to his lack of standing td
claim that he was denied notice of and an opportunity to be heard at a public hearing within 25
rrgliles of the TCC. The Commission does not have a clear duty to provide another public hearing
before its voté on January 6, 2010 since it has already provided one on December 22, 2009, as
P:etitioner admits. (Petition, §Y 11, 27, Prayer for Relief).
F. . Petitioner Improperly Seeks This Court to Enjoin a Legislative Agency

- 15. “Courts are endowed by the Constitution with judicial power, only, and are

prohibited from interfering with other branches of government in the exercise of their powers.
They cannot obstruct the exercise of legislative functions.” Spies v. Byers, 287 1l1. 627, 631
(1919). The Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability is a legislative support
services agency comprised of 12 members of the Illinois General Assembly. 25 ILCS 130/1-3, 1-
5(a)(3), 3-1. Petitioner improperly seeks thié Court to enjoin the Commission from exercising its

function of voting on January 6, 2010 and issuing its advisory opinion on the recommendation




for closure of the TCC. (Petition, Prayer for Relief); 30 ILCS 608/5-10(c).

G. The Court Lacks Subject Matter Jurisdiction Over Petitioner’s Suit Against the
State Respondents Based on Sovereign Immunity

16. The doctrine of sovereign immunity bars suit against the State, and agencies and
departments thereof, unless the State consents to be sued. 745 ILCS 5/1; Westshire Retirement v.
Department of Public Aid, 276 lil.App.3d 514, 519 (1* Dist. 1995). ‘The Illinois State Lawsuit
Immunity Act provides that “the State of Illinois shall not be made a defendant or party in any
court”, except as provided in the Illinois Public Labqr Relations Act and the Court of Claims Act.
745 ILCS 5/1. When sovereign immunity applies, the Circuit Court lacks subject matter
jurisdiction. Christiansen v. Masse, 279 1ll.App.3d 162, 166 (1% Dist. 1996). If a judgment for
the p]ainﬁff could éperate to control the actions of thé State or subject it to liability, the actiox.l .is
effectively against the State and is barred by sovereign immunity. Westshire Retirement, 276

1ll.App.3d at 520.

17. Because of sovereign immunity, the State or a department of the State can never
be a proper party defendant in an action brought directly in the circuit court. Smith v. Jones, 113
111.2d 126, 132 (1986). The State’s immunity cannot be avoided by naming an official or agent
of the State as the nominal party defendant. /d. at 131. “The official acts of State officers are in
effect acts of the State itself.” /d. |

18. In the present case, Petitioner has sued Respondents Jeffrey Schoenberg and
Richard P. Myers in their official capacities as Co-Chairmen of the Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability and seeks a court order to compel “the Commission” to hold a

public hearing and to enjoin “the Commission” from voting on January 6, 2010. Clearly, the




Commission is an arm of the Stat‘e. 25 ILCS 130/1-3, 1-5(a)(3), 3-1. “The attempt to enjoin an
entire department of the State evinces an intent to control the actions of the State.” Westshire
Iéetirement, 276 1ll.App.3d at 521. Petitioner’s requests for injunctive and mandamus- relief
against the State Réspondents would operate to control the actions of the State. (Petition, Prayer
for Relief). The Petition does not allege that Senator Schoenberg and Representative Myers have
taken any particular action in connection with the public hearing on the recommendation for
closure of the TCC. Thus, the circuit court does not have subject matter jurisdiction over

Petitioner’s suit against the State Respondents and the Petition must be denied.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Réspondents, Senator JEFFREY M.
SCHOENBERG and Representative RICHARD P. MYERS, in their official capacities as Co-
C.hairmen of the ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT FORECASTING AND
ACCOUNTABILITY, respectfully request that this Honorable Court deny Petitioner’s
Emergency Verified Petition for Writ of Mandamus to Compel Compliance with Mandate and
Injunctive Relief in its entirety and with prejudicé.

Respectfully Submitted,
LISA MADIGAN

Attorney General of Illinois . M
Attorney Number: 99000 {CMW\N\L

KATHERINE LAURENT

ALLAN ABINOJA

Assistant Attorneys General
General Law Bureau

100 W. Randolph Street - 13 Floor
Chicago, IL 60601

Tel: (312) 814-5022/ 5312

Fax: (312) 814-4425
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FINANCE
(30 ILCS 608/) State Facilities Closure Act.

(30 ILCS 608/Art. I heading)
ARTICLE I
(Uncodlfled prov131ons, text omitted)

(Source: P A. 93-839, eff. 7- 30-04; text omitted.)

(30 ILCS 608/Art. 5 heading)
ARTICLE 5

(Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04.)

(30 ILCS 608/5-1)

Sec. 5-1. Short title. This Article may be cited as the
State Facilities Closure Act. All references in this Article
to "this Act" mean this Article.

(Source: P.A. 95-331, eff. 8-21-07.)

(30 ILCS 608/5-5)

Sec. 5-5. Definitions. In this Act:

"Commission" means the Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability.

"State facility" means any facility (i) that is owned and
operated by the State or leased and operated by the State and
(i1) that is the primary stationary work location for 25 or
more State employees. "State facility" does not. include any
facility wunder the jurisdiction of the legislative branch,
including the Auditor General, or the judicial branch.

(Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04; 93-1067, eff. 1-15-05.)

(30 ILCS 608/5-10)

Sec. 5-10. Facility closure process.

(a) Before a State facility may be closed, the State
executive branch officer with jurisdiction over the facility g
shall file notice of the.proposed closure with the Commission.
The notice must be filed within 2 days after the first public

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/tles5.asp? ActID=2600& ChapAct=30%26nbsp%3B i




announcement of any planned or proposed closure. Within 10
days after it receives notice of the proposed closure, the
Commission, in its discretion, may require the State executive
branch officer with jurisdiction over the facility to file a
recommendation for the closure of the facility with the

Commission. In the case of a proposed closure -of: (i) a
prison, youth center, work camp, or work release center
operated by the Department of Corrections; (ii) a school,

mental health center, or center for the developmentally
disabled operated by the Department of Human Services; or
(iii) a residential facility operated by the Department of
Veterans' Affairs, the Commission must require the executive
branch officers to file a recommendation for closure. The
recommendation must be filed within 30 days after the
Commission delivers the request for recommendation to the
State executive branch officer. The recommendation must
include, but is not limited to, the following:

(1) the location and identity of the State facility
proposed to be closed;

(2) the number of employees for which the State
facility is the primary stationary work location and the
effect of the closure of the facility on those employees;

(3) the location or locations to which the functions
and employees of the State facility would be moved;

(4) the-availability and condition of land and
facilities at both the existing location and any potential
locations;

(5) the ability to accommodate the functions and
employees at the existing and at any potential locations;

(6) the cost of operations of the State facility and
at any potential locations and any other related budgetary
impacts;

(7) the economic impact on existing communities in
the wvicinity of the State facility and any ' potential
facility;

(8) the ability of the existing and any potential
community's infrastructure to support the functions and

employees;
(9) the impact on State services delivered at the
existing location, in direct relation to the State

services expected to be delivered at any potential
locations; and .

(10) the environmental impact, including the impact
of costs related to potential environmental restoration,
waste management, and environmental compliance activities.

(b) If a recommendation is required by the Commission, a
30-day public comment period must follow the filing of the
recommendation. The Commission, in its discretion, may conduct
one or more public hearings on the recommendation. In the case
of a proposed closure of: (i) a prison, youth center, work
camp, or work release center operated by the Department of
Corrections; (ii) a school, mental health center, or center
for the developmentally disabled operated by the Department of
Human Services; or (iii) a residential facility operated by
the Department of Veterans' Affairs, the Commission must
conduct one or more public hearings on the recommendation.
Public hearings conducted by the Commission shall be conducted
no later than 35 days after the filing of the recommendation.
At least one of the public hearings on the recommendation

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs5.asp?ActID=2600& ChapAct=30%26nbsp%3BILC...

1/4/2010




shall be held at a convenient location within 25 miles of the
facility for which closure is recommended. The Commission
shall provide reasonable notice of the comment period and of
any public hearings to the public and to units of 1local
government and school districts that are located within 25
miles of the facility.

(c) Within 50 days after the State executive Dbranch
officer files the required recommendation, -the Commission
shall issue an advisory opinion on that recommendation. The

. Commission shall file the advisory opinion with the
appropriate State executive branch officer, the Governor, the
General Assembly, and the Index Department of the Office of
the Secretary of State and shall make copies 'of the advisory
opinion available to the public upon request.

(d) No action may be taken to implement the recommendation
for closure of a State facility until S50 days after the filing
of any required recommendation. :

(e) The requirements of this Section do not apply if all
of thé functions and employees of a State facility are
relocated to another State facility that is within 10 miles of
the closed facility.

(Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04; 94-688, eff. 1-1-06.)

(30 ILCS 608/Art. 10 heading)
ARTICLE 10
(Amendatory provisions; text omitted)

i (Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04; text omitted.)

(30 ILCS 608/Art. 99 heading)
ARTICLE 99

(Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04.)

(30 ILCS 608/99-995)

Sec. 99-995. Closed meetings; vote requirement. (Text
omitted) .
(Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04; 93-1067, eff. 1-15-05;
text omitted.)

(30 ILCS 608/99-997)

Sec. 99-997. Severability. The provisions of this Act are
severable under Section 1.31 of the Statute on Statutes.
(Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04.)

(30 ILCS 608/99-999)

Sec. 99-999. Effective date. This Act takes effect wupon
becoming law.
(Source: P.A. 93-839, eff. 7-30-04.)

Top
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Co-Chairman
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Co-Chairman

Bill Brady Patricia Bellock
Michael Frerichs Kevin McCarthy
Matt Murphy Elaine Nekritz
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Donne Trotter COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT Al Riley
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 703 Stratton Ofc. Bldg., Springfield, IL 62706 DEPUTY DIRECTOR
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AGENDA

Purpose: State Facility Closure Act Hearing;

IMinois Department of Corrections, Thomson Correctional Center Closure
Sterling High School Centennial Auditorium, 1604 4™ Avenue, Sterling, Illinois, December 22, 2009; 2:00 pm

I Call to Order by Commission Co-Chairmen:
Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg / Representative Richard P. Myers
1. Summary: State Facility Closure Act
2. Summary: State Property Control Act’

IL. State of Illinois Executive Branch Officials:
1. Chief Operating Officer Jack Lavin, Office of the Governor
2. Director Michael P. Randle, [llinois Department of Corrections
3. Director Jonathon Monken, Illinois State Police

1K, Federal Government Officials: _
1. Director Harley Lappin, United States Federal Bureau of Prisons
2. Principal Director Alan Liotta, U.S. Department of Defense / Office of Detainee Policy

Iv. Elected Officials & City/V illa%e Representatives:
1. State Senator Tim Bivins (45" Senate District)
2. State Representative Jim Sacia (89" Representative District)
3. Barb Suel-Janis, on behalf of Representative Mike Boland (71* Representative District)
4. Trustee Vicky Trager, Village of Thomson
5. Director of Public Works / City Engineer Shawn Ortgiesen, City of Dixon (Representing City)
6. Mayor George Gaulrapp, City of Freeport
7. County Board Member Jim Bohnsack, Rock Island County Board
8. Village President Bonnie Heckman Foust, Village of Shannon
9. Mayor Larry Russell, City of Fulton
10. County Board Member Gerald Bork, Carroll County Board

V. Employee Organizations, Unions and Associations:
1. Executive Director Henry Bayer, AFSCME Council 31
2. President Lori Laidlaw, AFSCME Local 2359 (Thomson Correctional Center)
3. President Ralph Portwood, AFSCME Local 1866 (Stateville Correctional Center)
4. President Anthony Ferranto, AFSCME Local 1175 (Menard Correctional Center)
5. President Brad Long, Northwest Illinois Building Trades
6. Executive Director Rory Washburn, Tri-City Building Trades

M AT T




VI

VII.

VIII.

IX.
-

2-

Educational and Economic Development Organizations:

a.)
I.

Educational Organizations:
President George Mihel, Sauk Valley Community College

Economic Development Organizations:
Heather Sotelo, Greater Sterling Development Corporation

b.)
1.
2. Administrator Betty Steinert, Whiteside County Economic Development
3.
4
5
6
7

Executive Director Diane Komiskey, Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redévelopment Authority
Dr. Edward Olds, IIT; Jo-Carrofl Depot Local Redevelopment Authority Member
President and CEO Michael Hastings, Tri-County Economic Development Alliance, Inc.
Sandy Henrekin, Rock Falls Community Development Organization

President Dr. William Tonne, Blackhawk Hills Resource Conservation and Development

Advocacy Organizations and General Public Comments:

a.)

—

SPENAU A LN

b.)

1
2
3
4
5.
6.
7
8
9.
1

Advocacy Organizations:

Staff Attorney Alice Johnson, Illinois Nurses Association

Andy Jackson, Sinnissippi Mental Health Center

Beverly Perlson, The Band of Mothers

Denise Cattoni, Illinois TEA Party -

John “Howie” Howell, Chandler’s Watch

Robert Clark, Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights, President
Craig Mijares, TEA Party Palatine Group District Coordinator
Sandra Mijares, TEA Party Palatine Group & Concerned Citizen
Richard Biesiada, Chicago Minutemen (Director)

. Debbie Lee, America’s Mighty Warriors

General Public Comments:

Kirk Wellman, IL Department of Corrections, Dwight Corrections Officer
Dan Proft

Joe Alger, Concerned Citizen

Steve Stevlic, Concerned Citizen

William Kelly, Business Owner -

Robert Zedeck

John Arrington

Adam Andrzejewski

Jeff Otto, U.S. Marines Veteran and Concerned Citizen

0. Jane Digiovanni, Illinois TEA Party Patriot and Concerned Citizen

Old Business:

1.
2.

Jessie “Ma” Houston
Kankakee Correctional Center

New Business:

Adjournment:

(12/21/09, 3:00 pm CST)




Topics

Monthly Briefings
Revenue Updates
Budget Summary
Special Transfers
Pension Systems
Bonds/Capital Plan
Facility Closures
Universny COPs
Gamipg

Group Insurance

Other Reports

Contact CGFA

http://www ilga.gov/commission/cgfa2006/Resource.aspx?1d=1077

RMNTIN

Thomson Correctional Center

Location: . Depanmentof Corrections Thomson Correctional Center

- The Department of Corrections proposes to close this fagility.

Tmehne
Initial Public Noticé to- CGFA fromthe Agency
Recommendanon Requested by CGFA from the.Agency:

' _Recommendatlon Recewed
- Public Comment Perlod.

Meeting Scheduled:

-Meeting Agenda:

Dept. of Defense Leﬁerto US Rep. Kirk:

_Dept of Defense Lener to Govemor Quinn:
.E;Follow-Up Meeung Scheduled
: T-Public»tet,ter$
Wmten Tesllmo y

Depanment Responses Io Comrmssnon Questions:
Commisston Monon and Vote:

’ Commlsston RecommendanonA

Status of Facility Closure Process:

© Novemb

November 25 2009

Rebeived with Natice of Closure
November 25, 2009

November 26-December 25
Dacember 22, 2009

December 22, 2009

December 15.2009
December 15, 2009

: .‘.Jenuays 2010 Agenda
o of January 2 2010

1/4/2010




T F e SR NP e = LR e N B M ) Py - : = - AT e N >
J EL e ‘ ~ ‘Y, i ’ ° < & . E\QW\\\\\l\ EEe~ 0T T o g
: Y . o §. =4 i= RN )
- - - - - ol - ] b e ot
° i 2 = - - N °
» . SR W oy . I AN . = 2 Toe
P ) = o n z 5 ) ° -0
v o = : - B -
= e, -2 weeB ; S :
w ‘ “ =7 5 c <
h . ) ST e e ¢ S
= : @ - : :
£ B v 5 B .
-~ ¢ ° x.., o <,
. [PCN ‘N Sl . ” ; L x
. e - £ ¢
R i L = et %
e Voo ,UW\‘MM
A 3, -8 . . ¢ = o
,Wlx ' N {
L un °
RS _ N

e

=0
A
o ° ’
. : . D < #
I3 © 3 v ey
pe== o ca :
¢ - O
" .nJo.\u e "
° o Mn«% > .
o <
4 £ P e
. ; o
. RS .
2 > T & ¢ =

2 : S

. ' a\ . .
. % A
: . i
v amuﬁo? nl ‘ nﬂ% 5 k
& . ¢ e ~ o B :
. ¢ P .

. o Coa

= ’ s . m
'
o
(TS s Yo
<o °” £ && £ - e
e 3UE e - H ; T - £
& o=@ I%e
§ 1o
& »° SR
=
gy o o

sapn| 6642 -

208 veswey &

ew
&3

URIE- S T oY _.l 18019 1 ‘Bulies :&&L#S_
a_mI pPpY w_oE. Malp  Jp3 mE

SRPIL Y AL

s bt i T3 S

I g ne s

R A .RJWE,N




Coy

. SENATE
Jeffrey M. Schoenberg
Co-Chairman

HOUSE
Richard P. Myers
Co-Chairman

Bill Brady Patricia Bellock
Michael Frerichs Kevin McCarthy
Matt Murphy Elaine Nekritz

Dave Syverson State of Illinois Raymond Poe
Donne Trotter COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT Al Riley
FORECASTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 703 Stratton Ofc. Bldg., Springfield, 1L 62706 DEPUTY DIRECTOR
Dan R. Long 217/782-5320  Fax: 217/782-3513 . Trevor J. Clatfelter
hitp://www .ilga.gov/commission/cgfa2006/home.aspx ’
December 7, 2009
MEMORANDUM
.TO: CGFA Commission Members.__. _ ... .. .....

and Interested Parties —~

FROM: - DanR. Long, Executi

RE: Proposed Facility Closure Hearing: Thé)m_son Correctional Center

There will be a meeting of the Illinois Commission on Government Forecasting and
Accountability to be held on Tuesday, December 22, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. at the Sterling
High School Centennial Auditorium. The address for the Sterling HS Auditorium is
1608 4th Avenue in Sterling, IL 61081.

The purpose of the hearing is to discuss the proposed closure of the Thomson
Correctional Center in Thomson, Illinois.

Please confirm your attendance with Donna Belknap at (217) 782-5322.

DRL:dkb
Meeting 2009-DEC-22 Thomson




Topics

Monthly Briefings
Revenue Updates
Budget Summary
Special Transfers

Pension Systems

Bonds/Capital Plan

Facility Closures
University COPs
Gaming

Group Insurance

Other Reports

Contact CGFA

1 k.

‘Thomson Corréctional Center

Location:

Department of Corrections Thomson Correctional Center

_The Bepartment of Corrections proposes to close this facility.

Timéline:
Initial Pubuc Notice: to CGFA from the Agency: )
Recommendanon Requésted by CGFA fromthe Agency
Recommendatlon Received:
‘Public Comment Period:

Meeting Scheduled:
Meeting Agenda:

Dept. of Defense Lenerto US Rep. Kirk:

vDept of+ Defense Letterto Govemor Quinn: . -
:._Follow-Up Meennchheduled :
“Pubiic Letters ;

Wntten Tesnmony

" No
Received with Natice of Closure
November 25, 2008
Novemnber 26-December 25
Dacember 22, 2009
Dscember 22, 2009
December 135, 2009
@_CQDJMJ_QJQQ&
. anugm 6 2010-- Agenda
'1 as_of . Ianua[y2 2010

Depanment Responses to Commrssuon Quéstions:

»Commusswn Motion and Vote:

Commlssaon Recommendanon

Status of Facility Closure Process:

http://www .ilga.gov/commission/cgfa2006/Resource.aspx?1d=1077

1/4/2010
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Roman Timm and Kylie Beaston

WC palr place In FFA
Creed Speaking Comtest

SAVANNA—Roman Timm

of the West Carroll FEA Chapter

won first pluce in the Scction 1
FPA Creed Spoxking Contest
he)d on Thursday, December 3rd
at the River Ridge High School,

Kylic Beaston of West Carroll
ploced sixth in the contest with
10 individuals compesing.

The FFA Creed Speaking
Contest consists of memorizing

the 5-puragraph FFA Creed,
written by EM. Tiftony ond
nnswering six Qucstons (ollow-
ing, the presentstion,

Tirmu will aow advonee & the
District | FFA Crecd Spesking
Contest that will be held in
April, -~

Dan Hartman and Den Math-
cy oic the, West Carroll FFA
sdvlspgr‘ ..

River Ridge hosts FFA
Public Speaking Contest

HANOVFR—River Ridge
High Schoo) wog the sits of ths
Section t FFA Public Speuking
Contest on Decemnber 3.

Arens of compeltion inclutded
senjor prepared, junior preparcd,
senior exicmporancous  and
junioc exiemporancous.

Corey Snctcher of Eastland
placed firstin (he Junior exrem-
porincous speaking, Other Bast--
lind members placing included
Tuni Cline, 3rd in scnior prev

“ppeaking; und 1ony

parcd  spenking and  Shelby
Corey, 3rd in xeniot extcmpora-
neous spenking.

Hannah Pieper of Dakota won
the senigr prepared spcnkim‘.‘
Nick Gimpic of Orangeville
placed Ist in junior hropnred
hite of
Dakots won first in senior
extempurinaons speaking.

Judges for the contest were
from the University of Wiscon-
sin-Platteville,

' HAMSTRA
| CARPET CLEANING

601 Milnes Drive + Morrison, IL 61270
815-772-2362
Serving your frlends & nelghbors since 1975

T ERCESE

3.

How sbout a college cducation at a Yocked-in rate?

The College Minviz® 529 Prepaid Tulton Progran..,

S it
| vt

0

The gift that lagts a lifetime!

Check il out at -
529prepaidruition.org
or call us toll-free

at (877) 877-3724.

1Co-Chairman

Lost Wednesday, svoa residenis woke to alinost p (oot of
spow thut fell during the previous day and uight. Tt wus the
first significont anowfall of the season and Ron Luecke of
Thomsun was buay using his snow bluwer carly Wednesduy
morning. —Review photo (DI Gengenhuch)

ARFGESSY oA S L 2 S

NOTICE OF
PUBLIC HEARING

On the Proposed Closure
of the Thomson Correctional Center

Tuesday, December 22, 2009
2:00 p.m,

Heavy snowfall
blankets area

R AR R

Sterling High School
Centennlal Auditorium
1608 4th Avenue
Sterling, lllinois 61081

QUESTIONS:

Commission on
Government Forecasting and Accountability

(217) 782-5320

Representative Richard Myers §
Co-Chairman i

Senator Jeffrey Schoenberg
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On the Proposed Closure of the Thomson Correctional Center

Tuesday, December 22, 2009
2:00 p.m.
Sterling High School Centennial Auditorium
1608 4™ Avenue
Sterling, Illinois 61081

QUESTIONS:

Commission o Government Forecasting and Accountability .._.... . .:.-

(217) 782-5320

Senator Jeffrey Schoenberg ~ Representative Richard Myers
Co-Chairman Co-Chairman




“Here is a list of the newspapers in which the Commission posted public notices regarding .
the Thomson Correctional Center Hearing:

Sauk Valley News

Ruth Ramirez
Classified Inside Sales Executive
Sauk Valley Newspapers -
3200 E. Lincolnway, P.O. Box 498
_Sterling, IL 61081
(815)625-3600, ext. 654
- Fax (815)626-5365

The Journal Standard

Amanda M. Rubin

Classified Sales Executive

The Journal Standard
“P.0. Box 330, 27 S. State St.
‘Freeport, IL 61032 '

Phone: 815-232-0125

Fax: 815-232-0104
.amanda.rubin@journalstandard.com
www journalstandard.com

Carroll County Review

Nancy Whitney, (815) 259-2131

809 W Main St
Thomson, IL 61285

Mount Carroll Mirror Democrat

Bob (815) 244-2411

308 N Main St
Mount Carroll, IL 61053

Rock Island Argus

Mary

309-757-5019




Freeport Journal Standard
Carroll County Review

Sauk Valley News

Mt. Carroll Mirror Democrat

Rock Island Argus/The Dispactch

December 18th and 20th
Weekly Published December 16th, 2009

_December 12th, 19th, and 21st

December 16th, 2009 for a week
December 20th




Topics

Monmlg‘/ Briefings
Revenue Updates
Budget Summary
Special Transfers
Pension Systems
Bonds/Capital Plan
Facility Closures
University COPs
Ganing

Group Insurance

Other Reports

Contact CGFA

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/cgfaZOOG/Resource.aspx?id=10 Quprr e

Thomsoh Cotrectional Center

Location: Department of Corrections Thomson Correctional Center

,_The'»Ejepénmem of Corrections proposes to close this facility.

T;mehne

inttial Public Notice:to LJ‘FA fromthe Agency o
i Recommen_ciatlon-,Requestsd by CG_EA from the.Agency:

' _Recbﬁim"ehdétionfé'eééiv_ed:

Public Comment Period:
Meeting Scheduled:
Meeting Agenda:

Dept. of Defense Letter to US Rep. Kirk

Dept, of. Defense Letter to Governor Oumn
* Follow: Up Meetln Scheduled
. Piiblic Letters v

Wmten Tsstlmony

Commlssmn Motion and Vote:.
Commission Recommendauon

Status of Facility Closure Process:

November 25, 2008
~Novembar 25. 2009
~ Received with Natice of Closure
Ngz_e_mp_er 75,2009
November 26-December 25
Diecember 22, 2008
December 22, 2003
Dgcgn.]bgr 15, 2009
E_)gggmbgﬂﬁ ZQQQ
" danuery 6, 2010 - - Agenda
as of slaniiery 2, 2010

»*Depanmem Responses to Commtsswn Questions:

1/4/2010
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Dan R. Long 217/782-5320  Fax: 217/782-3513 Trevor J. Clatfelter

http://www.ilga.gov/commission/cgfa2006/home.aspx

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS FACILITY CLOSURE
TIME FRAME FOR THOMSON CORRECTIONAL CENTER

On November 25", 2009, the Illinois Department of Corrections notified the Commission
on Government Forecasting and Accountability that the department intended to close
Thomson Correctional Center in Thomson, Illinois. The State Facility Closure Act (30
ILCS 608) requires the Commission to seek a recommendation for closure from the
Department of Corrections “in the case of a proposed closure of a (i) prison, youth center,
work camp, or work release center operated by the Department of Corrections.” The
Department of Corrections submitted the required recommendation for closure for Thomson
Correctional Center on November 25%, 2009, in conjunction with the closure notification
letter. The State Facility Closure Act has specific time frames in which requirements of the
act must be met. Below is a timeline showing specific dates for the closure process of the
Thomson Correctional Center:

% (Initial Announcement Date) The Department of Corrections notified the
Commission of the intent to close the Thomson Correctional Center on November
25" 2009. The Department submitted the required recommendation for closure
on this same date.

% (30 Days) A public comment period from November 26"-December 25", 2009.

% (35 Days) November 26"-December 30", 2009. The Commission must have a
public hearing during this time frame. This hearing must take place within a 25
mile radius of the Thomson Correctional Center.

% (50 Days) Jandary 14", 2010. Deadline for the Commission to issue an
advisory opinion.

DRL:dkb

15-December-2009
S178B/Revised Timeframe
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. . Pat Quinn
Eﬂﬂm@gs Governor

Department of
pa Michael P. Randle

Corrections Director

1301 Concordia Gourt 1 P.0. Box 19277 | Springfield IL 62794-9277 | Telophone: (21 TN0

November 25, 2009
NOV 25 2000

The Honorable Jeffrey M. Schoenberg, Co-Chair
The Honorable Richard P. Myers, Co-Chair C G F A

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706 |: 57 R

Re:  Illinois Department of Corrections
Thomson Correctional Center

Gentlemen:

As you undoubtedly know, the federal government is exploring the possible purchase of
the Thomson Correctional Center from the State. At this time, representatives of various federal

_ agencies are assessing the Thomson facility to determine its suitability for their needs. While it

is uncertain whether the purchase will occur, we want to provide the Commission with notice of
the proposed closure of the Thomson facility under Section 5-10 of the State Facilities Closure
Act. We also will be announcing the proposed closure of the Thomson facility to the public
through the posting of this letter on the Department of Corrections’ website.

Given the importance of this proposed closure and potential sale, I feel that it is crucial
to provide notice at this preliminary stage and to fully apprise the members of the Commission
and the legislative branch. Submission of this letter should not be construed as an indication
that the federal government has reached any decision regarding proceeding with the
contemplated transaction and is not intended to have any influence on the same. As discussions
with the federal government move forward, we will continue to provide you with appropriate
information as expeditiously as possible.

Should you have questions or comments concerning this matter, or require furtber
information or documentation at this time, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for
your attention and consideration.

Very truly yours,

oS /e{w AL

Michael P. Randle
Director
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