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February 7, 2012 
 
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability 
Senator M. Schoenberg   Co-Chair 
Representative Patricia R. Bellock  Co-Chair 
Honorable Members of COGFA 
 
Regarding: Tinley Park Proposed Closing 
 
CBHA would like to thank the committee for this opportunity to secure input regarding 
Governor Quinn’s announced closing of Tinley SoH.   
 
Cognizant of the comments and testimony CGFA has received in the fall of 2011, Michael 
Gelder’s November 1, 2011 testimony, the committee’s fall actions; and in preparation for 
today’s hearing testimony the information and comments posted on the commissions website - 
CBHA offers the following comments regarding the proposed closing of Tinley Park state 
operated mental health facility. 
 

I. A plan and budget while not currently available is needed.  A plan for the 
closing, restructuring and safe transition of individuals in the affected region 
must be supported by a commitment of state financial resources for the 
development and implementation of local support care, treatment and services 
- from crisis, transportation, civil commitment through and including recovery 
community care, treatment, and services.  

 

II. In order to meet statutory requirements and alternative planning and 
service delivery objectives the Department of Human Services and General 
Assembly should prioritize the local development of the array of services 
inclusive of community support systems to those currently offered at Tinley.   

 
III. In addition to the State Facilities Closure Act compliance with state 

responsibilities and executive branch roles, responsibilities and 
requirements should be ensured for those found in Public Acts: 80-1414, 
88-380, 89-507, 93-770, 94-498, 95-682, 96-652, 96-1399, 96-1472, 97-528; 
as specified in state Acts and Codes including but not limited to: 
(405 ILCS 30/) Community Services Act.; (405 ILCS 35/) Community 
Support Systems Act.; (405 ILCS 5/) Mental Health and Developmental 
Disabilities Code. 
a. Emergency admissions by petition 
b. Court ordered admissions 
c. Transportation  
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CBHA believes Governor Quinn’s announced closing of Tinley state operated mental health 
facility should be accompanied by a benchmarked plan that:  
 

1. Ensures the safety and receipt of care, treatment and services for individuals in need of 
that care, treatment or service.  

 
2. Includes support that improves client outcomes within limited resources by articulating 

the next steps in efficiencies needed from redundant state regulations and the delivery 
system to efficiently and effectively integrate and coordinate care treatment and services.  

 
3. Ensures alternative plan development that includes the informed expertise that exists 

among local legislators, officials, community providers and stakeholders. 
 
4. Provides an opportunity to  

a. address systemic barriers    
b. ensure renewed efforts focus on services care and treatment of extended and/or 

repeat users of inpatient and other intensive mental and behavioral health care, 
treatment and services. 

   
5. Enunciates a plan to meet the state responsibility for Civil Confinement.  

 
6. Comply with state responsibilities and requirements found in Public Acts: 80-1414, 88-

380, 89-507, 93-770, 94-498, 95-682, 96-652, 96-1399, 96-1472, 97-528; as specified in 
state Acts and Codes including but not limited to:(405 ILCS 30/) Community Services, 
(405 ILCS 35/) Community Support Systems Act. And (405 ILCS 5/) Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities Code for among other responsibilities: 

• Emergency admissions by petition, 
• Court ordered admissions, 
• Transportation.  

 
Existing expertise and lessons learned. 
On January 27, 2011 CBHA met with community behavioral health care providers from the 
Tinley Park “service area”.   These providers expressed concerns that deadlines and projected 
GRF savings have been proposed prior to the release of a plan. 
 
During a meeting hosted by DHS Friday February 3, 2012 my office offered to meet with Mark 
Doyle Project Manager and Dr. Lorrie Jones DMH concerning the development of a plan and to 
share the “lessons learned” from the closings of Meyer, Zeller SoH’s, as well as the several 
nursing home facilities closed in 2011.  
 
Please note:  
CBHA’s October 31, 2011 testimony to the Commission is on file.  
 
 




































































































































































