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Public Comments on the Facility Closure of the Logan Correctional Center 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am a citizen of Lincoln, Illinois and I’m extremely concerned for the future of our city if Logan 
Correctional Center closes.  We have barely recovered from the recent closure of Lincoln Development 
Center. Our community drastically depends on the jobs that both Lincoln and Logan Correctional 
Centers offer.  I work for the State of Illinois, so I know we’re in desperate financial times, but I think 
there are other ways to save money.  
  
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE for the sake of thousands of people and a tiny town that prides itself on so 
much keep Logan Correctional Center open. 
  
Thanks for listening! 
Emily Davenport  
1733 N. Ottawa St. 
Lincoln, IL  62656 
 
 
 
 
Please keep Logan Correctional Center open. It is a vital part of the Lincoln/Logan County community. 
The income generated from taxes, salaries, and the disposable income spent in Lincoln is crucial. In 
addition, should the employees be relocated it would hurt our declining population base effecting 
everything in the county but most important our schools with lower property tax income. Not only that 
but relocating the prisoners will hurt an already over crowded prison system and incur unnecessary 
expense for our state.  
 
Thank you 
Bobbie Fults 
Lincoln, IL 
 
 
 
I write to protest the subject closure of the Logan Correctional Center. 
  
The governor's office dealt a devastating blow to our local economy in 2002 when a decision was made 
to close the Lincoln Developmental Center, resulting in the loss of 600 jobs. 
  
The succeeding governor's office recognized the unfairness of that move and built four group homes on 
those grounds approximately three years ago.  The current governor was the second-in-command of 



that decision-making hierarchy.  Each of those homes cost more than $1 million and they still stand 
unopened today.  Another promise to Lincoln and Logan County not kept. 
  
Now the next governor threatens to close Logan Correctional Center which would mean a loss of 
another 500 jobs and a huge economic slam to a county struggling to simply tread water. 
  
No politics involved, the governor says?   
  
Sorry, governor - you've been involved in two of the three economic blows to Logan County.  Your 
statements ring hollow! 
  
  
Carolyn Webster 
31 Maridale Street 
Lincoln IL  62656 
 
 
The community of Lincoln cannot afford to lose Logan Correctional Center. 
It would be devastating to our community and to countless families. 
It SHOULD NOT be closed. 
 
  
Jeff, Emily, Aidan, & Ethan Lemay  
 
 
 
I am a Resident of Lincoln.  I know many who are affected or will be affected by the closure of Lincoln 
Correctional.  I feel that this is a vital asset to our small community.  I hope that you will reconsider 
shutting it down.  
 
Thank you, 
Rachel Washam 
 
 
I have been a resident of Lincoln, IL my entire life, which is 29 years. My family and my husband's family 
live here too. We plan to raise our children here one day. My father used to work at Logan Correctional 
Center and my Uncle too. I know many people who work there and my father and uncle still know many 
people who do too. Some are even dual incomes. Not only would it hurt them and their families, but it 
would be devastating to our community to lose this large employer. Lincoln, IL has been hurt enough by 
this economy with closing of other area employers in the past, please don't let our town become a ghost 
town. Overcrowding other Prisons by closing Logan is not the solution to Illinois budget issues.  
 



SAVE LOGAN!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Angela Craig 
Lincoln, IL 
 
 
I stand in opposition of the administrations desire to close the Logan Correctional facility.  We are still 
recovering from the Lincoln Development Center closing which was an Illinois governor blunder.  Don't 
make the same mistake.  the closing will result in a $73 million hole in our community. 
If the State requires monies for operation then take it from any and all the support for illegal aliens.  The 
men and women at Logan correctional facility are taxpayers and put themselves on the line in the 
function of their jobs.  They give their all where the illegal aliens just take it all and don't pay their fair 
share of the tax. 
 
Michael Kubat 
15 Pheasant Run 
Lincoln, Il.  62656 
  
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I was born and raised in the small community of Lincoln, Illinois.  My father’s family immigrated to this 
area & have been farmers outside of Lincoln for around  175 years.  Over the past 25+ years this 
community has sustained a dramatic decline in employment opportunities.  Although, I am no longer a 
resident of Lincoln, I have family in the area.  I cannot imagine a better environment to have been raised 
in.  This community emphasizes values such as hard work, personal accountability, and community 
responsibility.  Lincoln rallies around one another in times of tribulation as well as times of jubilation-we 
stand united.  I know the impact that the closure of Logan Correctional Facility will have upon this tight 
knit town.  The economy in Lincoln is weak, one that has never fully recovered from Lincoln 
Developmental Center’s closure in 2002.  Lincoln cannot sustain additional job loss.  It will ruin families, 
our school systems and other area businesses.    Please take a long hard look at the devastating impact 
the closure of Logan Correctional Facility will have upon not only the residents of Lincoln, Illinois, but 
also the negative outcomes it will mean for Illinois in general.  Keep Logan Correctional Facility open! 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
Linda A. Nowack 
 
 



October 12, 2011 
 
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability 
ATTN:  Logan CC Facility Closure 
703 Stratton Building 
Springfield, IL  62706 
 
To Whom It May Concern:   
 
As a lifelong resident of Lincoln, Logan County, Illinois I wish to express my concerns of the impact and 
devastation this will have on my community.  I am currently the Logan County Circuit Clerk and have 
been employed with this office for over 32 years.  I have watched our community lose several major job 
sources including Lincoln Developmental Center, Lehn and Fink, Myers Industries, and PPG to name a 
few.   The closing of Logan Correctional Center will cause the loss of at least 460 jobs and an annual loss 
to the local economy of at least $73.3 million. 
 
Lincoln cannot afford to lose Logan Correctional Center.  In 2002 Lincoln Developmental Center closed 
and we lost 600 jobs.  Not only will this affect the employees and their families it will also affect our 
town as well as surrounding areas.  Mortgages won’t be paid which will affect the banks.  Our local 
retailers will lose revenues as well as our restaurants.  People will be forced to relocate to seek out new 
employment.  Our local government will stand to lose tax dollars. 
 
This loss to our community will also have an impact on daily emotions.  Unemployment and the ability to 
provide for your family causes stress which could eventually involve the judicial system.  Our police 
agencies and the courts will have to intervene through civil court or criminal court proceedings.   
 
The closing of this facility will definitely have a negative impact on our entire community. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mary Kelley 
Logan County Circuit Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
My wife and I are the parents and guardians of Olivia Voit who is 23 years old and has a moderate 
cognitive disability.  Olivia  currently receives services that are funded by the home and community 
waiver.  She receives in home respite support and developmental day services from a local community 
organization.  Olivia is on the PUNS list currently waiting for residential CILA funding.  My wife and I are 
in our sixties and must plan for Olivia’s future needs.  The only acceptable residential alternative for 
Olivia is a small community integrated CILA home.  The only way we have any hope for funding is if the 
State of Illinois closes high cost institutions and transfers current residents in these facilities to less 
costly and better quality CILAs.  This will free up the funding to address those families waiting for high 
quality community CILAs.  We fully support the Governor’s effort to close state institutions that care for 
adults with disabilities.   
 
Thank you 
 
John and Kathy Voit   
3119 Thorne Hill Ct  
Lisle Illinois 60532   
 
 
Good Afternoon. I am emailing to support the closure of Jacksonville and Mabley Developmental 
Centers.  Closing these state facilities is the right thing to do for people with disabilities and a good 
decision to better utilize public funds.  Community Services for people with disabilities is a much better 
investment. 
  
Thank you. 
  
Sharon Anderson 
A Concerned Citizen 
215 S. Grant St 
Westmont, IL 60559 
 
 
I WOULD LIKE TO JUST SAY STOP THE CLOSURE OF LOGAN CORRECTIONAL CENTER.  IT IS BAD ENOUGH 
THAT AS THE STREET SUPERINTENDENT FOR THE CITY OF LINCOLN WE ARE LOOSING REVENUE, AND 
NOW THEY WANT TO DO AWAY WITH 460 JOBS. THIS COMMUNITY WILL BE DRIVING ON WHITE ROCK 
ROADS IF THIS HAPPENS AND WE WOULD HAVE EVEN MORE ABANDON HOUSES JUST TO MENTION A 
COUPLE THINGS.  
 
PLEASE VOTE TO KEEP THIS FACILITY OPEN. 
 
Thank You Very Much,  
Tracy A. Jackson, St. Supt. City of Lincoln 



    My name is Kimberly Riggins.  I am a correctional officer at Logan C.C. and I am pleading with you not 
to close our facility.  I have (3) 14 year old children that depend on my husband and I to be there for 
them when they get home from school and in the evenings. As you know the inmate population is 
escalating and I believe that much of that is because children have little or no guidance at home due to 
parents working away from home or otherwise. The closest facility for myself, my husband and my sister 
(assuming we don’t have enough seniority to get to Lincoln C.C.) is Jacksonville C.C. 
which is 48 miles away.  That is an extra 2 hours a day on the road and that is in good weather.  If that 
doesn't seem like enough of a strain, my mother has very bad lungs and a bad heart which has tethered 
her to an oxygen tank 24 hours a day. Between her and my father, their medications alone are over 
$1000.00 a month.  The house that she and my father lived in in Michigan was doing her more harm 
than good so they were forced to pack up and relocate. You guessed it, they live with me and my family.  
Now there are 7 people in our house. Yes, it is crowded but we do what we have to do for the love and 
care of our families.  I love and appreciate the fact that I work so close to home because if an emergency 
should arise I can be there quickly.  
    As for the safety of the staff, the inmates and the community, packing the inmates into the remaining 
facilities like they are proposing is, I hate to say it this way, IGNORANT!.  Anyone who is or has worked 
inside the walls/fences of these institutions recently knows that with the facilities already being so 
overcrowded, there is little to no consequence for their bad behavior. Segregation is full 100% of the 
time and the inmates know this most of all, therefor, they are blatent with their verbal abuse and more 
frequent with their physical assaults.  If an inmate assaults another inmate(which is out of control), or 
God forbid a staff member,  which again is happening more often, the facility has to kick an inmate out 
of segregation before his punishment has been served, just to accommodate the next one.  Putting 
inmates in large numbers in gymnasiums is, in itself,  a highly volatile situation.  It is a fatality waiting to 
happen. With the stress level way up, recreation way down (so there is no way for the inmates to vent 
their frustrations), gangs jockeying for status, no segregation space, and the inmates knowing that 
staffing is a serious problem, we have all the ingredients for an extremely dangerous and yes, as a guard 
I need to and will say it, a SCARY situation with little or no reason to believe we'd have any control over 
the inmates.  Thank You for your time. I pray you make the best decision for staff, inmates and the 
community.                                                        
 
Sincerely...Kimberly and Jim Riggins (Logan C.C.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


