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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
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August 6, 2008 ‘ ” -

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time conceming the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely, ~
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

[ am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. Iask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As | see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
‘employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, M s
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

1 am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. Iask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
s Hatde
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Lot # 20t

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot-of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,
(005 S . Oale_ St
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincezgly,

(T E LAt
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,

Kiwes L. DdTMec



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg ~ Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closihg of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,

/L/ A ’ﬂ/
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. Iask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,

e Mslbtuan/
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely, g
[ B 4 o
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

wlf7 B, W
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adoming tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
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-Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

e L
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, '

Y
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

kc"’%@ a %»5%

Sincerely,
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

lovisdthy o
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Z/Zg,v /71 Q;M,u;v&-«
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Ponttac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

gl
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission ont Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, 0( ) Had
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Do
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

%M (45
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, %‘W %



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Wity



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, ) % Gt
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

Kobrn A Friae HE




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and-2 lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, 1 |



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely

%
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held-and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Lt ¢ Jelloma,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings havc been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, @é e #W/
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

g



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns sutrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Kiltsap, Poma, Qptma.



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

A Nadore




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town pictare
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

/st Uik



SAUNEMIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

90 NORTH STREET
SAUNEMIN, ILLINOIS 61769

Church (815) 832-4935
Residence (815) 832-4370

15 August A.D. 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers,

May this ~ord of greeting find you both w~ell! The people and
pastor of Saunemin United Methodist Church srite to you w~ith
regard to the possible closing of Pontiac. Correctional Center.

We strongly urge the reconsideration of its closing and do so
for the followring reasons:

1. The prison employs around 570 persons, or so. To relocate
or to "let-go" these persons could affect 1,000 or more total
family members including spouses and children.

2. What happens to the spouses, etc., of the prison sorkers?
Those w~orking w~ould also loose their jobs. Will there be jobs
araiting them at or near the ne~ location?

3. Children w#ill be up-rooted from their schools, neighborhoods
and friends, and perhaps other relatives. This could prove
to be traumatic to many!

4. Assuming that many spouses of prison rorkers are nos ~sorking
. in and around the Pontiac area, ~hen they all leave, sho sill

be left to fill their vacated positions? Local businesses wsould
loose many key w~orkers shich could devastate some businesses.

5. Schools wsould be hit very hard especially if a good number
of children and youth are gone. Smaller classes could mean

the dismissal of certified and non-certified staff, Fewer stud-
ents w~ould also result in less financial state aid.

6. Property values in the Pontiac area could be affected. If
the prison sorkers move "in mass" sho ~ill buy their homes?
With the prison jobs gone, w~hat incintives are there to attract
nes families to Pontiac to buy the vacated homes of the prison
Jorkers?



SAUNEMIN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

90 NORTH STREET
SAUNEMIN, ILLINOIS 61769

Church (815) 832-4935
Residence (815) 832-4370

L

7. Taking an estimated $45 million dollars from the Pontiac
economy could cause the closing of some businesses ~sho are nows
struggling.

Taking $45 million from one area to create $47 million in another
area is a "wash." For example, if most of the Pontiac employees
are transferred to the new~ prison site, fe~s ne~s jobs are created
at the news site.

8. Pontiac w~ould not be the only community affected. Scme em-
ployees reside in outlying, smaller communities., Concerns listed
in items 1-7 above could be even harder on them. The closing

of Pontiac Center ould have a far-reaching, ripple affect!

9. Our most recent understanding is that, generally speaking,
throughout our country, prisons are over-crow~ded. Presumably,
this is true in Illinois as w~ell. Therefore, it seems that

- NO prisons should be closed, but that ALL existing ones remain
open! ' '

Saunemin United Methodist Church respectfully seeks your support
in urging the Governor to keep Pontiac Correctional Center open!
Thank you for your kind consideration and efforts!

Sincerely,

beg%ﬁélzééﬁ%g?echairperson

Saunemin United Methodist Church Administrative Council

Rm@a.@ﬂ”

Rev. Dr. David L. PhiY¥lips, Pastor
Saunemin United Methodist Church, Saunemin, Illinois
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RESOLUTION

‘e Mean Business.

The Board of Directors of the McLean County Chamber of Commerce is asked to oppose
the Department of Corrections and the Governor’s decision to close Pontiac Correctional
Center.

Explanation: The closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center will result in a downturn in
area economic growth. The Correctional Center provides 600 jobs and purchases goods
and services from local and regional businesses. Closing the center would create a ripple
effect on surrounding towns and counties that would hurt investment. The Department of
Corrections is allowing employees to move to new facilities and retain their jobs, but this
takes money out of our local markets.

The Mclean County Chamber of Commerce is an advocate for businesses within McLean
County and within Illinois.

8/12/2008



‘e Mean Business.

Policy Statement:

The McLean County Chamber of Commerce supports the Pontiac Correctional
Center!

WHEREAS:
Pontiac Correctional Center is an integral part of our area’s economy, providing
600 jobs and purchasing goods and services from numerous local and regional
businesses; and

WHEREAS:
The jobs provided at Pontiac Correctional Center pay fair wages and benefits,
bringing greater economic stability to area communities where its employees reside.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That the McLean County Chamber of Commerce affirms its opposition to the
Hlinois Department of Corrections planned closure of the Pontiac Correctional
Center and calls on Governor Blagojevich to halt all plans to close the facility.

BRSNS —
Ryan Whitehouse
Government Affairs Director

8/12/2008
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‘e Mean Business.

The Board of Directors of the McLean County Chamber of Commerce is asked to oppose

the Department of Corrections and the Governor’s decision to close Pontiac Correctional
Center.

Explanation: The closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center will result in a downturn in
area economic growth. The Correctional Center provides 600 jobs and purchases goods
and services from local and regional businesses. Closing the center would create a ripple
effect on surrounding towns and counties that would hurt investment. The Department of
Corrections is allowing employees to move to new facilities and retain their jobs, but this
takes money out of our local markets.

The Mclean County Chamber of Commerce is an advocate for businesses within McLean
County and within Illinois.

8/12/2008
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'e Mean Business.

Policy Statement:

The McLean County Chamber of Commerce supports the Pontiac Correctional
Center!

WHEREAS:
Pontiac Correctional Center is an integral part of our area’s economy, providing
600 jobs and purchasing goods and services from numerous local and regional
businesses; and

WHEREAS:
The jobs provided at Pontiac Correctional Center pay fair wages and benefits,
bringing greater economic stability to area communities where its employees reside.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
That the McLean County Chamber of Commerce affirms its opposition to the
Illinois Department of Corrections planned closure of the Pontiac Correctional
Center and calls on Governor Blagojevich to halt all plans to close the facility.

_\?7_ S
Michael Holzworth Ryan Whitehouse
Executive Direttor Government Affairs Director

8/12/2008



August 6, 2008

To Whom It May Concern:

We at, Pontiac RV strongly urge you to reconsider the decision to possibly closing Pontiac
Correctional Center.

The closing would impact not only the PCC employees directly but the entire central part of
Ilinois. Pontiac RV is a family owned and operated retail business that employs approximately
40-50 people. We feel that our business would be severely impacted by the closing of PCC and
subsequent loss of jobs, that we would potentially, be forced to lay off personnel, We are just
one of the many businesses indirectly affected by the closing of PCC.

Additionally, the large amounts of state sales tax that Pontiac RV has generated, over the past 29

years, would be substantially less as our gross sales revenue would most likely decline.
Therefore, impacting far beyond our local economy.

Again we are requesting that you keep Pontiac Correctional Center open for these and the many
other reasons that have been presented over the past few months.

Kent Kafer Kevin Kafer Courtney Farrell
Owner/General Manager Owner/Service Manager Owner/Business Manager

Pontiac RV, Pontiac II.
Quality RV, McLean IL
El Paso RV, El Paso IL

15481 E. 2000 N. Rd. 815-844-5000
Pontiac, IL 61764 www.pontiacrv.com 800-728-5419

Fax 815-844-7197



August 3, 2008

312 N Douglas
Cornell, 1161319

Dear Senator Jeff Schoenberg and Representative Rich Myers:

I have spent hours outlining this letter and finally decided to scrap the outline and just
write from the heart.

It is pretty well known that the governor does not like Dan Rutherford. Why, oh why,
does the governor take his dislike of our elected official out on the prison guards and
families of Central Illinois and for the second time?

Many of the employees were hit hard by the flood earlier this year and this just adds
insult to injury. I lost my job due to business closure a few years ago and I left my wife
and children behind and traveled to North Carolina, Chicago, and Minnesota to earn a
paycheck. I missed my 2 youngest kids® school events, etc., not to mention not being here
when I was needed the most for discipline, love, etc. Families are going to be split apart,
move away, and/or go on unemployment. In addition to the approximate 600 jobs lost,
spouses will have to try and obtain employment in small towns near Thomson or remain
here and see their spouse on weekends. All guards will probably not be offered the
opportunity to transfer. That will be the case for my son as only 1 graduating class has
less seniority than his. No one will want to buy his home.

In addition, services and goods provided to PCC will no longer be needed which will
affect even more businesses and people. If 1 understand, 800 new beds will be available
at Thomson, The prisons are all ready overcrowded and understaffed. Two hundred
prisoners will be transferred to Stateville which has very few single cells where the segs,
mentally ill, and protective custody mandate single cells. Again if my research is correct,
Thomson was not built to accommodate the aforementioned. Stateville and Pinckeyville
will be at risk to the prisoners and staff even more than now. The budget includes funding

any proof that this closure will save the State a single dime.

For the benefit of Livingston County, local schools, etc., the staff and families, the
prisoners and their families, I pray the Pontiac Correctional Center will stay open.

Sincerely,

Joe Mayback



July 31, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chair
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chair
Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Re: Proposed Pontiac Correctional Center Closure
Dear Senator Jeff Schoenberg and Representative Rich Myers,

| have frequently had the pleasure of interacting with the staff of Bank of Pontiac
due to my work responsibilities and through these relationships | have become familiar
with the good people of Pontiac. As a resident of Aurora with an outside perspective, |
have been impressed by the friendly atmosphere of the community and the willingness
of the citizens to work together to achieve the common good. The recent flood and the
response demonstrated the strong character of this community.

My correspondence is intended to respectfully express my concerns regarding
the proposed closure of Pontiac Correctional Center. This facility has been in existence
for over one hundred years and remains a significant local employer providing wages
and benefits to city residents. In my opinion, the relatively large impact of closing the
center on the community should be strongly considered. The majority of the existing
prison staff will likely have to relocate, removing them from the city and the surrounding
areas. Additionally, the timing of this proposal is having a negative impact on the local
economy and the ability of the residents of Pontiac to recover from the flooding that
occurred earlier this year. As those who were affected by the flood try to rebuild their
lives, the potential loss of this significant employer depreciates the marketability of their
homes and places additional burdens on the recovery process.

| respectfully ask that you reconsider the timing of this proposed closure and the
devastating impact the loss of the Pontiac Correctional Center will have on the local
community.

Sincerely,

Michael Eldridge



To: State Officials and
All Concerned Citizens

From: James E. Rodgers
IDOC#B-79028
Date: July 27, 2008

RE: OPPOSING THE CLOSING OF PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER

To whom it may concern:

It is my hope that your office, and all concerned citizens,
will take into consideration a prisoner's view on closing Pontiac
Correctional Center (PCC).

Without doubt, everyone with a vested interest on this topic
has an opinion. The Govenor and Illinois Department of Corrections
(IDOC) all desire to fix a budget crisis. Residents of the Pontiac
area all want to preserve their community that would be devistated
by closing (PCC). Even a prisoner, like myself, has a personal in-
trest in keeping (PCC) open.

Although I cannot (and do not) speak for every prisoner within
the (IDOC), or even for (PCC) prisoners, I am able to share with
you some personal insight gained during my past (13) years of in-
carceration.

During my time served, thus far, in the (IDOC) TI've experienced
confinement at four different maximum security facilities (Menard,
Stateville, Pontiac and the former Joliet Correctional Center).
Each of these prisons have things in common and ,yet, each have

distinctive qualities that set them apart from other facilities.
One of the most interesting things commonly said by fellow prison-

ers who have also been to other facilities is— "If you gotta do
time in a max joint--the 'YAK' [Pontiac] is the place to be."

Please don't mistake this comment as a sign that (PCC) is some
type of "boy's camp'". I assure you—it's not. (PCC) has been and
continues to be a place to do serious time. The real point to be
made here is that most of the staff at (PCC) treat prisoners with
dignity. Even my loved ones who typically visit me, more often,
while I'm at (PCC) often comment on how courteous the staff are
during processing them for a visit. These are only two of the many
more reasons I could give that sets (PCC) apart from other prisons.

1 of 3



The overall attitude at (PCC) is to be "firm but fair'". That's
all any reasonable prisoner could ever ask for. Personally, I at-
tribute the quality of character and professionalism found at (PCC)
to the community of Pontiac. And, for those reasons, among many
others, my sympathy and prayers go out towards the people of Pon-
tiac at a time when thihgs look so uncertain.

Now, turning to the more direct purpose for this letter. Closing
(PCC) would be a great disservice to prisoners. For starters, the
State of Illinois would essentially be eliminating about 1600 beds
to place the ever growing state prison population. The loss of so
many beds would significantly contribute to even more prison over-
crowding. That is a VERY dangerous concern for both prison staff
and prisoners alike. And furbher, it is illogical to believe that
simply shifting a group of prisoners from (PCC) to the newly built
Thomson Correctional Center will somehow, magically cure the budget
problem faced by the State. Think about it. The same funds used to
keep prisoners at (PCC) will also be required ANYWHERE that same
group of prisoners are kept.

Also, by relocating prisoners at (PCC) all the system has manag-
ed to accomplish is to displace many prisoners farther away from
loved ones. Correctional experts are well aware of the positive im-
pact and rehabilitative benefits derived through stronger community
ties between the prisoner and loved ones. Making it more difficult
for prisoners to receive visits from loved ones, by creating longer
distances to be travelled is counter productive towards rehabili-
tative goals.

Ultimately, closing (PCC) would, to some degree, impose an atyp-
ical and significant hardship on the prisoners. Even though these
concerns by a prisoner in relation to overcrowding and being able
to maintain a better quality of community ties may not be the most
controlling factor to be considered in a decision of this magni-
tude—it still should be considered. After all, our system of gov-
ernment and social morals require a balance of serving out the de-
mands of justice while preserving a prisoner's safety, security and
even dignity during incarceration. This is how any society:with an
evolved sense of right and wrong should function.

As a prisoner, I do not presume toknow how a prison should be
managed. Although, I could offer a few suggestions, if asked, as
to where state officials might begin to look for areas of fiscal
mismanagement by the (IDOC). The point is that state leaders need
to quite using the prison system as some political chess board to
entrench themselves in their ELECTED positions. At some point the
very people politicians count on to get them into office will not
have that much needed vote. That is because much resentment will
be harbored in the hearts of those who were neglected in a time of
need. A prisoner may not be able to vote, but family and friends
do. So do the people of Pontiac.

2 of 3



In closing, I will trust that your office and those with a voice
to be heard will do the prudent thing and make every effort to keep
Pontiac Correctional Center safe from being closed.

Respectfully Submitted,

James E. Rodgers

Menard Correctional Center
P.0. Box 711 #B79028

Menard, Illinois 62259-0711
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July 28, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers - Co-Chairman
Commission of Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Myers:

My letter is addressing the issue of closing Pontiac Prison. I beg of you to not do so. The
facility is old but still viable. Why take something that is not broke and break it. I have
now lived in Pontiac for thirty years. It is a peaceful and hard working community. The
closing of the Pontiac Prison would impact this community drastically. I have already
spoken to two local area business people who said their doors would close if the Prison
closes. I work in health care and several employees are spouses of those who work at the
prison. If it were to close we would lose those employees to another area of the state.
With the Prison closing there would be no reason to locate to Pontiac, therefore who
would care for the elderly in the nursing homes. You and I both know that a good health
care provider is hard to come by. Not only would we lose many good citizens of our
community, but also the impact on our school system would dramatically hurt them. We
are already living in a state that struggles with the school systems. This closing would be
like the domino effect first the prison, then the local businesses and then our housing
market. The community will have a hard time drawing persons to locate her as well as
we try to bring more businesses to our town. This community has survived natural
disasters but this man made disaster would destroy us. Please take the time to read, listen
with your hearts and consider looking for other alternatives to the Correctional systems
problems. Pontiac Correctional Center needs to remain as is.

Sincerely,

Kathy Finkenbinder
Citizen of Pontiac, I



Dear Commission;

These are a few questions that I have after attending the meeting in Pontiac. My husband has 23
and a half years with Pontiac Correctional Center. I retired from Dwight Correctional Center
with 25 years.

1. Why would it be better to transfer Inmates from Pontiac than Statesville? The Inmates at
Pontiac would require more staff to transfer, More State Police escorts. This is because of the
security of Pontiac Inmates.

2.How many were an the Transfer list at Pontiac, before it was announced that Pontiac would be
closing,

3. If the budgets are so close, why is it that in June every year Depariment heads at the
Institutions are told to spend HUNDREDS OF THOUSAND Dollars before the end of the fiscal
vear, :

How can the Governor justify moving hundreds of families when He didn’t want or even
consider moving his own family! He would be CAUSING POVERTY in a much larger
community, than he would be helping in another community.

There is no way that he can assure the staff at Pontiac that busbands and wives would be transfer
to the same facilities, or even if they would be transferred at the same time. What about staff that
has spouses that work in Dwight, for instance? Would they be able to Transfer?

It sounded to me that there is enough money in the budget to operate both Institutions.

You wouldn’t belicve how much could be saved m EVERY INSTITUTION. You would not
believe how much is wasted: Food that is thrown away after every meal, supplies that are either
thrown away, or for instance toilet tissue that is use to stuff handicraft items.

I worked as an officer, sergeant, and maintenance worker so 1 have seen these things first hand. I
could tell you things that would make your heads spin on things and equipment that are
destroyed; thrown away or just plain disappear. Or are stowed away in a back shed to just rot
away.

As for not paying other counties to house our Inmates BULL! You need to see how many are
sitting in Cook County, that have been sentenced, awaiting to be sent, but aren’t because
Corrections won’t let them because of no room.

The Closing of Pontiac would hurt us also because if my husband would transfer we would be
leaving our children and grandchildren. We would no longer be able to go to their sports
activities, church activities, baby-sit them, and have fun with them. We would not be able to sell
our Boarding and Horse Training facility, because of falling real-estate prices. WE also would
lose clients; we are very active with children if 4-H that has horses.

We can tell you this that WE WOULD NOT LIVE IN ILLINOIS; WE WOULD LIVE IN IOWA,
Believe me most of the people transferring feel the same.
Respectfully, Allan and Billie Dill
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

‘Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL. 62706

Dear Gentlemen,
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Gentlemen, -
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Sincerely,
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Gentlemen,

ﬂ.& L(és[m,;, éaf Th_,& /)C.C woulL Aarw‘(' my l:U{t.fL_qpa(,

T Am A Con _ gﬂ(S‘g mpe 4T df‘ljt’—é(( WQQWS,AT LWV/L(

lo5cng thy Tohs / bt The (*mpPneC s Che tees€ 57
7_(\.(/ —g;t,,/\/’gMW /4/1,&4.3‘ Woatl lox me Sales. TCsa
ﬂ&’h\fﬂv/ (\(Z[?A{,&’( ﬁ(/teﬁ(vw ‘:'\« /Qw‘f&,,(, anl fwffaaéy(pfnf/

Erantises ipoodd Feel Hoe loss pF Thesedy s

Sincerely. W//



August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
. Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Gentlemen, A
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, I 62706

Dear Gentlemen,
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL. 62706
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Sincerely,



August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL. 62706

Dear Gentlemen, -
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, I1. 62706

Dear Gentlemen, -

W%W
%é%m %2
WW W&W ﬁm”M

ﬁ&f/ < J%% vonclll Ot
WWW
ﬁWJ e %ewf/z/
/}/ﬂma Corpeoa I
N R A

Smcmly%w /WJ k]zW Fbnta WMW
bd P



August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706
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Representative Rich Myers — Co-Chairman

. Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

8/22/2008 | ﬁ
Senator Jeff Schoenberg — Co-Chairman
| E—

Dear Commission:

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed closing of the Pontiac Correctional
Center. 1 am a real estate agent in Pontiac, and have been for almost 3 years. If PCC
were to close, it will be disastrous to the economy of Pontiac, Livingston County, and
much of Central Illinois. With hundreds of families being forced to move, property
values will drop tremendously, and may take several years, if ever at all, to come back up
to where we are today.

I was born and raised here in Pontiac, and wanted to come back here after college
for many reasons. One was the fact that most of my family still lived and worked here.
Another big reason was the fact that I enjoyed and wanted to live in a smaller town, yet
still be fairly close to many larger towns and cities. We have very easy access to
Chicago, Bloomington, Peoria, Champaign, Springfield, etc., yet still enjoy the small
town way of life. It’s very difficult to get people to move back here to live and work
after going off to college, and if PCC closes, I feel it will almost be impossible to attract
young professionals to locate here.

My wife teaches kindergarten in one of our public schools, and would be affected
negatively by the closing. My oldest sister is the director at Noah’s Ark Pre-School, and
would be negatively affected, as would another older sister who teaches at that same pre-
school. My recently retired parents would be affected negatively, as the value of their
property (which they’re counting on the proceeds from the sale of in a few years to go
towards their retirement funds) would drop dramatically.

I realize difficult decisions have to be made every day. But after being at the
hearing at PTHS on August 20™, it just doesn’t sound like there is any logical reason to
close PCC. The negative impact it would have on the entire Central Illinois area would
be devastating. As you know, there is hardly a person in Pontiac, Livingston County, and
several other surrounding counties that would not be affected one way or another for
many years to come. Please support keeping the Pontiac Correctional Center open.

CDlph

David R. Wayman
1717 S Oak St. Pontiac, IL 61764



August 7, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg — Co Chairman
Representative Rich Myers — Co Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Legislative Commission:

Pontiac Correctional Center is a very important part of our community in Pontiac, IL.
As a realtor, I have personally worked with many employees of PCC — both selling
homes to these employees on a first-time basis and selling them homes as they progress
to larger homes as their families grow. These employees are hard working people who
contribute to our community in many ways. They live and work in Pontiac and they are
active citizens in our community development. The children of these PCC employees are
receiving an excellent education in our schools and many of them will hopefully decide
to settle in Pontiac, Illinois when they become adults.

Our community thrives due to our citizens living, shopping, playing and enjoying our
facilities in Pontiac. We are very proud of our city and the amenities that we have to take
advantage of. Losing the employees of PCC would undoubtedly cause Pontiac to suffer
a long and lasting depression as we would struggle to maintain the existing businesses
that we have. The economy of our City of Pontiac demands that its citizens support these
businesses and continues to be a progressive city that grows in numbers.

I recognize the financial difficulties that the State of Illinois is experiencing; however
I am quite certain that the small cities in Illinois need the cooperation from the state level
to help us retain our citizens and to encourage our business development.

My final thought is this: Retain Pontiac Correctional Center and jobs for the
employees of PCC. Allow Pontiac, Illinois to continue to expand our city with new
businesses, not take away a major employment source from us.

Sincerely,

Kathleen A. Kallas

Louis Lyons Realty

318 West Madison Street
Pontiac, IL 61764



8/21/2008

Senator leff Schoenberg — Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers — Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, L. 62706

Dear Commission:

I am writing to you about the closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center. |1 am a real estate agent
in Pontiac. If the Pontiac Correctional Center were to close it would be disastrous to the economy of
Pontiac and all of Central llinois. Moving so many families out of Central lllinois will cause property
values to drop and may never get back to where we are today.

| also own rental property here in Pontiac; one of my current tenants is an officer at the Pontiac
Correction Center. Rental values will decrease dramatically also and will cause a lot of good landlords to
suddenly have vacancies and which will lower rents collected which will have an effect of the value of
the property.

| recognize the difficult decisions have to be made, however there needs to be a better way than
to wake up in the morning and read in the local paper that the State of Illinois is going to close the
second Jargest employer that we have in the area.

I am asking that the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability support
keeping the Pontiac Correctional Center open. | am also asking that a bill be drafted to have a five and
ten year plan for the Department of Corrections so some other town does not wake up in the morning
and read that there prison is closing.

Sincerely

hc—

Terrance C. Sullivan
102 E. Ririe Place
Flanagan, IL 61740



August 12, 2008

Dear Governor Blagojevich,

I am writing this letter in regard to the closing of the Pontiac Prison. My husband and I
are very concerned about the closing.

My husband is a Plumber in Pontiac and it will drastically affect our family. So many of
his clients are employed or associated with the Prison. I work for a local Realtor, and of
course my job would also be affected, as the whole town depends on the people who
work and live here.

I just live 3 houses from the front gate of the Prison and never have I been afraid, I have
lived in the same house for more than 40 years. Most of our friends and neighbors work
there or have family that work there. The economy in Pontiac would be devastating. It
affects everyone, schools, businesses and everyone. With economy as it is today, we all
feel this would be another nail in our coffin. It would be a hard pill to swallow.

Concerned Citizen
Jane & John Harris

709 S. Vermillion St
Pontiac, Il 61764




Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chairman

Representative Rich Myers Co-Chairman AUG 25 2008
Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability CGFA

703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

My name is Cindy Deatherage and I am married to (Larry) a Correctional
Lieutenant who has been working at Pontiac Correctional Center for 24 years.
Governor Blagojevich wants to close the prison, for us this is a disaster.

My husband has been told that the Department of Corrections will find a job for
everyone if they close Pontiac. But we don't know where it will be, or what job
they’ll be doing when they get there. That’s hard on us and on our families. It
would be devastating to us.

What do we do if we have to sell? I can't live here alone until the house sells!
We have lived in Chenoa in the same house for 19 years. I have a
neuromuscular disease (Friedreich’s ataxia) and I use a wheelchair. Over the 19
years we have made many costly modifications to the house such as roll-in
shower, new garage with an accessible raised floor, raised floor at the back door
and a ramp. We had to install a track lift system in the bedroom and bathroom
as my disease progressed; the kitchen has custom cabinets that are accessible to
me. As my needs change so does the expense for modifications. We are aimost
set! Now you want us to start over! HOW?

Because of some of he modifications our house may be impossible to sell. We
will never be able to get a fair market value. And after looking into the real
estate 4 years ago, in the Thomson area, the houses are mostly 2-story with a
basement, which, for a w/c isn't good! I also have to have help during the day
while my husband is working. If the prison closes my family won't be near
enough to help. Thomson is over 4 hours away for them.

We would be looking at starting over if we are forced to move. And I know
we're not going to be able to afford it. We know we'll take a loss on our
investment in the house. We're likely to take a bigger loss when a lot of homes
go up for sale in the Pontiac area. And there is no guarantee Larry will remain a
Lieutenant and bring home the same paycheck! In a layoff situation he may
have to take what he can get. We are a single income family making it work.

PLEASE SAVE PONTIAC PRISON!

Cindy Deatherage
Chenoa, IL 61726

Cuiec) Diathiragr



Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chairman D “

Representative Rich Myers Co-Chairman |

Commission on Government AUG 25 2008
Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building ~ CGFA

Springfield, IL 62706

My name is Larry Deatherage. I've worked at Pontiac Correctional Center 24
years, where I have achieved the rank of Lieutenant. I've never worked at
another correctional center and I have no desire to. Pontiac is where I want to
be.

I've heard it said that DOC would find a place for all of us if they close Pontiac.
But we don't know where those places will be, or what job we'll be doing when
we get there. That's hard on our families and us employees. We've all got
stories to tell about how this closure would tear us up.

Here's my story. My wife Cindy and I have lived in the area for years. We have
good friends and her family is nearby. That has been a real help, because my
wife has Friedreich’s Ataxia, a type of muscular dystrophy. It's a degenerative
disease. Cindy can't be by herself for more than an hour or so.

Over the years we have put money into our home, like a lot of people have, to
make it more livable for us. But our investment was about $40,000 to make the
house wheel chair accessible. We widened the doorways, built ramps and then
rebuilt them when Cindy went to a power chair, put in a track system for lifting,
we had to modify the kitchen, bathroom and a garage so she doesn't have to
transfer in and out of the vehicle in the rain and snow. We met with a real
estate consultant recently, who told us we wouldn't get anything back on that
investment. She said people don't pay more for accessible houses.

If forced to move to Thomson it would be like starting over. I don't know if
you've seen the area up there, but it’s a little hilly. We've already looked at real
estate; most of the homes are split level or 2-story with walk out basements.
We're looking at having to make the same home modifications we made once all
over again, and probably more adding in the need of a stair lift or elevator.



And I don't know if we're going to be able to afford it. We know we'll take a loss
on our investment in the house. We're likely to take a bigger loss when a lot of
homes go up for sale in the Pontiac area. And I've got no guarantee I'll remain a
Lieutenant and keep my pay grade. In a layoff situation I may have to take
what I can get.

So I'm going from a comfortable situation, a home that works for us,
a mortgage I can handle and looking at a few years until retirement (to what)?
I don’t know! Maybe less pay, a bigger mortgage, forget about retirement?

That's the financial side. Leaving behind all the people who support us is a
bigger loss. We have someone who comes in the house to be with Cindy when
I'm at work, and we also have friends and family who fill in when the caregiver is
sick or I have to work overtime. If we have to move, how do you establish
yourself and hire a caregiver and find fill-in help? Cindy’s family would be 3 or 4
hours away instead of 30 minutes.

Closing my facility and forcing me to move is not a minor inconvenience. It will
change our lives, and this community. 1 ask the members of the commission to
reject the plan to close Pontiac Correctional Center.

(Save Pontiac Prison)
Thank you,
Lieutenant Larry Degtherage

Chenoa, llinois .
S GL( p




all have the

mendment VI

Lawrence H. Necheles‘ INECEIVE

Attorney of Law
AUG 2 5 2008

CGFA

23 August 2008

Office: PO Box 564, Pontiac, Il 61764
Home: 504 S. Mill Street, Pontiac, Il 61764

By Priority Mail
Re: Pontiac Correctional Facility

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman

Representative Rick Myers, Co-Chairman

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Illinois 62706

Dear Sirs;

My name is Lawrence Necheles and I have been an attorney for eighteen years. [ reside in
Pontiac, [llinois. Most of my practice concentrates in Juvenile Abuse/ Neglect (DCFS) and
Criminal matters in the Circuit Courts of Cook County. I commute at least three days per
week for court from Pontiac.

[ urge this committee to recommend the continued operation of the Pontiac facility.

L. My first basic argument is that it is in the Best Interests of the Children of Cook County. The
biggest sending county’s of inmates to Pontiac are located in the Chicago Metro area. Many of
the inmates are parents and the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services is statutorily
mandated to provide incarcerated parents and children with quarterly visits. Obviously, this
mandate applies only to Adjudicated Wards of the Court. The (Wards) children miss their
parents and desire to maintain those bonds. Pontiac is a short car ride from the sending counties
and it generally would not pose a transportation issuc with the children or DCFS. On the other
hand, I have heard court testimony over and over again that when parents are incarcerated in
Southern Illinois or longer than a two hour car ride, it poses a hardship on the children. In
addition, sometimes DCFS will transport an older child at great expense to a distant prison
facility. Because of it’s location, Pontiac is ideal for DCFS to provide relatively inexpensive

- quarterly parent child visits and for children to maintain a relationship with their parents at a
minimal transportation hardship.

H. Maintaining Pontiac could/will save on court transport costs for inmates that need to be



WRITTED in (brought to court). Again, most court activity takes place in the population centers
of Northern Illinois----specifically the Chicago area. Many inmates need to be transported for
substantive criminal matters, post conviction petitions, and for Abuse and Neglect (DCFS)
proceedings. Pontiac, because of its short car ride to these population centers and courts, makes
it ideal to maintain it as a correctional facility. Gas is costly for those Ford F-250 inmate
transport vans. Personnel costs for Corrections Officers that transport inmates are also reduced.
Safety is another issue. It’s that old cliche.....location, location, location....

III. Pontiac is a short ride for service providers to the inmates. Most inmates are from the
Chicago region and Northern Illinois. Social Workers, clergy, attorneys, therapists, counselors,
drug treatment specialists, housing advocates, employment counselors and a whole host of other
professionals service the inmates. Many of the service providers are NON-PROFITS AND
RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATIONS who can ill-afford the high gas prices to travel far
downstate. Many of these service providers are pro-bono, public defenders and volunteers.
Transportation and time could be an issue for these providers. These service providers tend to
be from the Chicago area. Pontiac, because of its location is not a transportation hardship. The
inmates are accessible and fuel and transport costs are kept low and within budget with Pontiac
maintained as a facility.

IV. Reduced criminal recidivism. The University of Chicago developed a now widely accepted
theory of Criminal behavior and justice. It is now one of the standard explanations of why crime
is concentrated in certain areas. Social Disorganization Theory developed in the 1940s to explain
crime. In a brief nutshell: It is about social linkeages to the community and its informal and
formal organizations. The better that someone is linked or tied to a community and its
organization, businesses, famlies, networks, associations, schools, churches, synagogues, and
other governmental bodies, the less like that he is to engage in anti-social behavior (crime). Ifhe
is connected to society by work, a job, school, church, family and other organizations and
maintains those ties (linkeages) to the community he is less likely to commit further crimes.
Because of its location, Pontiac fits that social theory of crime reduction. Inmates can easily
maintain relationships with family, clergy, churches, social workers, and job providers. Its all
about linkeages, ties to the community via easy and inexpensive car ride. Because of its location
to community resources, service providers and family, Pontiac should be maintained as a facility.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me. My telephone number is
(312)263-4735 and my e-mail: 6amend(@verizon.net. Thank you for your time.

Respectfully submitted,

At —

Lawrence Necheles,
Attorney at Law



Sam B. Wagner
1687 Eureka Road
Washington, IL 61571
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers Co-Chairman CG =~
Commission on Government A
Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL. 62706

Gentlemen:

I am writing in opposition to the potential closing of the Pontiac Correctional
Center in Pontiac, lllinois. We are most appreciative of the public hearings now
underway and your work to hear from all who are directly affected. It is my
intention that this letter voices our concems about closing the facility and our
feelings regarding such a move.

The economic implications of closing this historic facility will impact a far greater
area and number of lllinois citizens than those living in the Pontiac community.
There are employee families living as far away as the lliinois River and many
would find it difficult to relocate should the Pontiac Correctional Center be closed.

Our other concern is that negatively affecting already overcrowded conditions in
our current correctional system would impose a hardship on those incarcerated,
making it difficult for them to learn and study. It is not an easy task under ideal
conditions for inmates to achieve skills that will help them survive on the outside
once their sentences are served.

We understand this matter consumes a great deal of your time and we
appreciate your thoroughness, your understanding, and your willingness to listen
to those of us who are deeply concerned. Thank you for your work on behalf of
all of us who live, work, and raise our families here in lllinois.

dtor Dan Rutherford



ECEIVE

To:

Senator J. Schoenberg AUG 25 2008
Rep. Richard Meyers

And the other 10 members of CGFA G G F A

Dear Sirs and Ladies,

I'writing to you in regards to the closing of Pontiac Correctional Center and my adamant
opposition to this action.

I know that I cannot say anything not already said to you on this matter but, will try and
reflect on the other consequences of this action. We(this community) has already suffered a death
directly because of this proposed action. Steven Troyer (a PCC officer) has suffered a terminal
heart attack, many feel is directly because of the possibility of losing his job or the thought of
having to relocate and losing touch with his family and children, just like so many others will
have to do, if or when this closing takes place..

My question to your committee is who is held responsible for these events that take place
because of elected officials actions? Too many in our community, this appears like murder or at
least abuse of power? I ask you, can elected official legally commit murder? Hasn’t the governor
over step his legal power in trying to destroy our community and affecting so many other aspects
of our existence and well being? How much pressure are citizen expected to endure because of
political abuse of power?

We all know what drives Rod Blagojevich’s reasoning (Sen. Shoenberg reprimanded any
one who attempted to bring this up, at the hearing at Pontiac High School on Aug. 20 *08) but,
are you going to allow him to contro! our lives and terminate our lives, to satisfy his need for
retribution against a member of the Illinois Legislature?

In closing I must tell you I am a Union member and they insisted we vote for Blagojevich,
eight year ago but, no more! I feel he isn’t competent enough to do the job he was elected to do.
The needs of the people who have ¢lected him are grossly ignored. His own party controls both
the House and Senate but, he can’t even get along in this politically perfect atmosphere.

How many more lives must be lost to this type of political blackmail? Aren’t politicians
legally responsible for their actions, under the laws of this country?

I beseech you, STOP THE CLOSING OF PCC?

Sincerly, Stephen G. Bennett Sr.
705 N. Main St.
Pontiac, Illinois 61764

Ph. (8%44-5985
QZ?{\- "m )



CAROL A. SCHRENK
P.O. BOX 53

GRIDLEY, 11. 61744
309-242-8448

AUGUST 20, 2008

SENATOR JEFF SCHOENBERG, CO-CHAIRMAN
REPRESENTATIVE RICII MYERS, CO-CHAIRMAN
COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT FORECASTING AND
ACCOUNTABILITY

703 STRATTON OFFICE BUILDING

SPRINGFIELD, IL 62706

DEAR GENTLEMEN,

I DO NOT WORK ATPCC, I DON'T HAVE FAMILY THAT WORKS AT
PCC, AND I DON'T LIVE IN PONTIAC BUT I AM A TAXPAYER. MY
REQUEST FOR ALL INVOLVED IS THAT I.OGIC, AND COMMON SENSE
PREVAIL. TAKE THE POLITICS AND POSTURING OUT OF THE
EQUATION AND DO WHAT IS BEST FOR ILLINOIS,

SINCERELY,
- CAROL SCHRIENK
GRIDILEY, IL




D E@EUWED

August 22, 2008

Representative Rick Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government Forecasting & Accountability
703 Scratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
Re: Pontiac Correctional Center

Senator Myers:

I wish to inform you of my opposition to the closing of the Pontiac Correction Center in Pontiac, IL
PCC is being well operated by the warden, guards and personal. The adage "if it ain't broke don't
fix it" comes to mind. ‘The idea of closing a well managed and maintained operation seems like a

foolish move. Yes, there is overcrowding - so open Thomson to handle some of the overcrowding, but

leave Pontiac open.

If Sheridan is for drug rehab you can't just put anyone there so there still will be overcrowding, don't
mess with something that is working - I believe if you look closely there is money to keep PCC open

as well as open Thomson. Let's do something that will help both Pontiac & the area around

Thomson and keep both places open..

I was at the forum in Pontiac on Wednesday evening and was not the least impressed by Mr Walker

of the DOC. He certainly did not answer most of the questions that were put before him.

Sincerely,

Margéret A Legner

410 E Polk St
Pontiac IL 61764



Ty,

EGCEIVE ]

[D NTER

REGARDING: CLOSING PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL |
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As registered voters and citizens who try to keep informed of gi@ - A
g

issues, we would like to express our concerns over the propo: of
the Pontiac Correctional Center.

Years ago, when the state was looking for a site to build a new prison,
the city of Pontiac wanted the prison to be built on land the State of Illinois
already owned just south of the present day prison. However, the powers
that be chose another site. Now, as inconceivable as it sounds, the state is
considering closing Pontiac altogether — at a time when there is already a
problem with overcrowding in our prison system. If a place must be closed,
the closing of the Roundhouse at Stateville would be (for the lack of a better
phrase) a feasible economic choice. With the development and growth
going on in the Joliet area, this part of the state could absorb the loss much
easier than the rural community of Pontiac.

Livingston County and the city of Pontiac has not seen any significant
growth in either economics or population in decades. How will the closure
of Pontiac Correctional Center affect Pontiac? For one, our schools will
lose the tax revenue needed to keep our schools at the level needed to
prepare our students for their future. As our home values decrease (who
wants to live in a town that has lost it’s second largest employer?), our taxes
will increase to help cover the cost of services in a county that is fourth in
size and presently has a population of around 39,000 people.

Closing the prison would mean families being uprooted, (good luck in
trying to sell your house!) kids would be removed from schools and friends.
The biggest economic factor would be that most businesses (if not all)
would suffer great losses. Some businesses will close and others will have
to make some major adjustments like ordering inventory, the products and
services now offered would have to be paired back, and loss of employment
due to downsizing. Pontiac is the hub for employment for all of Livingston
County. The prison’s closing will not just effect Pontiac, but every little
town and village in the entire county.

What does the state plan to do with the building and grounds once the
prison closes? It will just be a matter of time before the site becomes an eye



sore! What happens to all the homes within the prison’s vicinity? Who will
buy a house that is located next to a huge abandoned configuration of
buildings overrun with weeds? And please don’t bother telling me that
there is money set aside in the budget to take care of mowing and upkeep
because we are all well aware of how well the budget works, or more aptly

DOESN’T work!

How well prepared is the Thomson area when it comes to handling
the problems a prison may bring to their area? Pontiac has the Illinois State
Police Headquarters adjacent to the present prison property. The prison’s
location in Pontiac was one of the reasons that Pontiac has the headquarters
located here. We also have a National Guard unit right here in Pontiac in
case of trouble. How close is the nearest guard unit to Thomson? How long
would it take for them to respond? Is the Thomson Center equipped to
handle death row inmates? Where is the nearest hospital to the Thomson
Center? Pontiac has a hospital within a few miles of the prison with a staff
that is experienced in dealing with prisoners as patients. We also have a
trained fire and rescue team that are experienced and knows the protocol
involved with working within the prison atmosphere.

Does Thomson have the manpower to hire guards if not all of
Pontiac’s guards are willing to transfer there? If not, how much will it cost
the State of Ilinois to train new guards; and, do we WANT that many “new’
guards with a bunch of seasoned and savvy inmates?

Where are all the new prison employees going to live? We
understand housing in Thomson is limited -- how many prison guards can
afford to build a new house on the salary they earn? The quad cities are
close by, but that also means the possible loss of revenue to Ilinois for those
transferred guards to choose to live and shop in Jowa. At least here in
Pontiac we don’t have to worry about the workers living out of state and
commuting to their jobs at P.C.C.

And, finally, what about the inmates and their families? How easy is
it going to be for a mother or wife coming from the inner city to visit a son
or husband? At least in Pontiac we have access to I-55, a direct route to and
from Chicago, and we also have train and bus service going both ways.

We are proud to call Pontiac our home. The people of Pontiac have



lived in peace (for the most part) with the correctional center for decades.
Pontiac has been the recipient of many Governor Home Town Awards
thanks to the fine citizens of our community that includes employees of the
Pontiac Correctional Center.

So what is the problem? As far as we can tell, there is no problem!
Do you know what they say about that?

“If it ain’t broke, don’t try to fix it!”

(This letter expresses thoughts and comments by many other concerned
citizens as well as it’s writers.)
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August 21, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg-Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers-Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Sirs:

| attended last night's public hearing on the possible closing of the Pontiac Correctional
Center. As a lifelong resident of Pontiac, | am terribly concerned about what will
happen to our town if the prison does close. Though | am not employed by the prison,

| feel that each citizen of Pontiac will be directly or indirectly affected by this action. We
all have a great deal at stake.

When | was growing up, | lived down the street from the prison. | will admit, that as a
child I really didn't give the prison much thought, It was just something that was always
there. But as an adult, | do realize what value the prison has to our community and
those surrounding. Whether our citizens believe it or not, that prison brings a great
deal of revenue to our area, not just from the prison itself but also from it's employees
and their families and anything that they are connected to. If it closes, our town and
those in our area will be devastated and will undoubtedly be destroyed.

How can you recommend to the governor that Pontiac Prison be closed when you know
what will happen? The people of Central lllinois are citizens of this state and they
deserve to be treated fairly. We are taxpayers just like the rest of the state. Our paid
taxes should be used in our area and used to help keep Pontiac open. | realize that
the government doesn't allocate the taxes like that but it should. | also realize that we
are not in a huge metropolitan area. Everyone can't live in the same place. But just
because we don't, doesn't mean that we are any less deserving of fair treatment.

| am a co-owner in a Pontiac business. Our main source of customers is from Pontiac
and surrounding communities. We do get some customers who drive a fair distance to
our business because we do try to carry quality merchandise and we have a one-on-
one relationship with our customers. Not only will our business suffer, but all of the bus-
inesses in and around Pontiac will suffer as well.

I have heard from your commission that the prison employs close to 600 people. We
will lose those people and their jobs as well as those of their spouses if the prison
closes. Then when our businesses suffer and possibly close, that could mean that



other people here would possibly move because of the lack of goods and services
available. Our schools are going to lose students and therefore lose state aid causing
them hardship and possible closures. Our housing market will fall because of all of the
homes for sale. There could be more hardships on those prison employees who
transfer because they have to have a new place to live but can't sell their homes here.
Everyone in Central lllinois will be affected in some way. We are NOT willing to let that
happen without a fight.

Thompson was built to help with the overcrowding in our prison system. It was not built
in order to close other prisons. You need to recommend that Pontiac stay open so that
our prison system runs more efficiently and does not have the overcrowding it does
now. | do believe that there is enough money in our state funds to keep Pontiac open.
This closure will also hit our state government in it's pockets also. And | don't think that
you realize the effect it will have.

So please, recommend to the governor that the PONTIAC PRISON NEEDS TO
REMAIN OPEN. Please help our town of Pontiac and other surrounding communities
to stay alive and well in Central lllinois! Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

fesoaro Ruofod

Susan Ledford

cc: Senator Dan Rutherford



R

REGARDING: CLOSING PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CEN

-
W [
. _—
4 T
i
o
5 Aﬂ {5 LR FE 2
¥ G e i e
jooT S Wos

As registered voters and citizens who try to keep infp
issues, we would like to express our concerns over the proposed closing-ef
the Pontiac Correctional Center.

Years ago, when the state was looking for a site to build a new prison,
the city of Pontiac wanted the prison to be built on land the State of Illinois
already owned just south of the present day prison. However, the powers
that be chose another site. Now, as inconceivable as it sounds, the state is
considering closing Pontiac altogether -- at a time when there is already a
problem with overcrowding in our prison system. If a place must be closed,
the closing of the Roundhouse at Stateville would be (for the lack of a better
phrase) a feasible economic choice. With the development and growth
going on in the Joliet area, this part of the state could absorb the loss much
easier than the rural community of Pontiac.

Livingston County and the city of Pontiac has not seen any significant
growth in either economics or population in decades. How will the closure
of Pontiac Correctional Center affect Pontiac? For one, our schools will
lose the tax revenue needed to keep our schools at the level needed to
prepare our students for their future. As our home values decrease (who
wants to live in a town that has lost it’s second largest employer?), our taxes
will increase to help cover the cost of services in a county that is fourth in
size and presently has a population of around 39,000 people.

Closing the prison would mean families being uprooted, (good luck in
trying to sell your house!) kids would be removed from schools and friends.
The biggest economic factor would be that most businesses (if not all)
would suffer great losses. Some businesses will close and others will have
to make some major adjustments like ordering inventory, the products and
services now offered would have to be paired back, and loss of employment
due to downsizing. Pontiac is the hub for employment for all of Livingston
County. The prison’s closing will not just effect Pontiac, but every little
town and village in the entire county.

- What does the state plan to do with the building and grounds once the
prison closes? It will just be a matter of time before the site becomes an eye



sore! What happens to all the homes within the prison’s vicinity? Who will
buy a house that is located next to a huge abandoned configuration of
buildings overrun with weeds? And please don’t bother telling me that
there is money set aside in the budget to take care of mowing and upkeep
because we are all well aware of how well the budget works, or more aptly

DOESN’T work!

How well prepared is the Thomson area when it comes to handling
the problems a prison may bring to their area? Pontiac has the Illinois State
Police Headquarters adjacent to the present prison property. The prison’s
location in Pontiac was one of the reasons that Pontiac has the headquarters
located here. We also have a National Guard unit right here in Pontiac in
case of trouble. How close is the nearest guard unit to Thomson? How long
would it take for them to respond? Is the Thomson Center equipped to
handle death row inmates? Where is the nearest hospital to the Thomson
Center? Pontiac has a hospital within a few miles of the prison with a staff
that is experienced in dealing with prisoners as patients. We also have a
trained fire and rescue team that are experienced and knows the protocol
involved with working within the prison atmosphere.

Does Thomson have the manpower to hire guards if not all of
Pontiac’s guards are willing to transfer there? If not, how much will it cost
the State of Illinois to train new guards; and, do we WANT that many “new”
guards with a bunch of seasoned and savvy inmates? '

Where are all the new prison employees going to live? We
understand housing in Thomson is limited -- how many prison guards can
afford to build a new house on the salary they earn? The quad cities are
close by, but that also means the possible loss of revenue to Illinois for those
transferred guards to choose to live and shop in Iowa. At least here in
Pontiac we don’t have to worry about the workers living out of state and
commuting to their jobs at P.C.C.

And, finally, what about the inmates and their families? How easy is
it going to be for a mother or wife coming from the inner city to visit a son
or husband? At least in Pontiac we have access to I-55, a direct route to and
from Chicago, and we also have train and bus service going both ways.

We are proud to call Pontiac our home. The people of Pontiac have



lived in peace (for the most part) with the correctional center for decades.
Pontiac has been the recipient of many Governor Home Town Awards
thanks to the fine citizens of our community that includes employees of the

Pontiac Correctional Center.

So what is the problem? As far as we can tell, there is no problem!
Do you know what they say about that?

“If it ain’t broke, don’t try to fix it!”

(This letter expresses thoughts and comments by many other concerned
citizens as well as it’syriters.) .
S0/ MM antevc
Fo-rliee , AL
b/?@f
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chairman CGF A

Representative Rich Myers Co-Chairman

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Myers:

As many others have done, we would like to add our objections to the closing of
Pontiac Correctional Center. We could site the MANY reasons for not closing PCC,
but T know that all those reasons have already been well documented and submitted to
the Commission.

We would just add that it is SO OBVIOUS to everyone but a few (Governor
Blagojevich and Director Walker and his staff) that the right thing, the practical thing,
the fiscally responsible thing to do is keep PCC open. No matter how many numbers
they throw out there, it is STILL obvious that the decision to close PCC is a politically
motivated decision and not backed up with correct information.

The hearing in Pontiac last night and the testimony by dozens of people made it even
more clear how ridiculous it is to close PCC. We urge you to recommend NOT
closing PCC.

Our family has lived in Pontiac for many, many years. Ray and Berniece Tuley, Don’s
parents, worked there, as well as Don’s brother Bob, for many years. Pontiac
Correctional Center has been a part of the fabric of our lives as long as we can
remember. To close PCC would devastate the lives of many of our friends and
neighbors. It would change forever the quality of life here in Pontiac. We both work
for government entities; Don is Building Maintenance Supervisor for Livingston
County, and Donna is secretary to Mayor Scott McCoy and City Administrator Bob
Karls. We have watched in disbelief as this saga has unfolded before our eyes. We
know first hand what a blow to our economy this would be. Government services
would suffer, and as was so well put in testimony last evening, the social implications to
our community would be devastating.

Please do whatever you can to stop this madness.
Thank you, sincerely,
Don & Donna Tuley

115 W. Howard Street
Pontiac, Illinois 61764




8/21/2008

Senator leff Schoenberg — Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers — Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Commission:

I am writing to you about the closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center. | am a real estate agent
in Pontiac. If the Pontiac Correctional Center were to close it would be disastrous to the economy of
Pontiac and all of Central illinois. Moving so many families out of Central {llinois will cause property
values to drop and may never get back to where we are today.

| also own rental property here in Pontiac; one of my current tenants is an officer at the Pontiac
Correction Center. Rental values will decrease dramatically also and will cause a lot of good landlords to
suddenly have vacancies and which will lower rents collected which will have an effect of the value of
the property.

| recognize the difficult decisions have to be made, however there needs to be a better way than
to wake up in the morning and read in the local paper that the State of lllinois is going to close the
second largest employer that we have in the area.

| am asking that the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability support
keeping the Pontiac Correctional Center open. | am also asking that a bill be drafted to have a five and
ten year plan for the Department of Corrections so some other town does not wake up in the morning
and read that there prison is closing.

Sincerely

/8
Terrance C. Sullivan

102 E. Ririe Place
Flanagan, IL. 61740



August 22, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg
Representative Rich Myers
Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Olffice Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Re:  Pontiac Correctional Center Hearing
Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Myers,

I appreciate the opportunity to write to this commission regarding the impact that the proposed
closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center would have on my family.

We have several friends and neighbors that are employed by the Department of Corrections in
Pontiac, Some of them would transfer to the next available facility. This would result in the
sale of the homes that they currently own. The potential large number of homes on the market
would result in a larger supply. If another business of similar work force does not come into
Livingston County, the demand for these homes would be low. This would then become a buyers
market, The result would be a loss in market value. 1t is possible that some homes would have
a larger loan on their home than the house is worth.

Some of our neighbors and friends would not transfer. I have one neighbor that farms the
family farm and also works at the Correctional Center. He would be unable to move to another
Jacility. This would be a hardship on his family. He and his wife are trying to pay off their
house loan and raise two young children at the same time. I have another neighbor that works
at the correctional center to provide his family with health insurance. His wife has some
medical problems. He also farms and would be unable to move to another facility.

The loss in market value of homes and the possibility of the loss of residents to this county and
the counties around us could cause restaurant and businesses to close. This would cause my
family to travel farther to shop/eat out. With the high current cost of transportation, that would
be a hardship on our family.

In conclusion, the closure of the Pontiac Correctional Center would cause our family to lose
friends and neighbors, while increasing the already high cost of living. Therefore, I would like
to ask your commission to recommend against the closure of the Pontiac Correctional Center.

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Outane C Ko szmetie

Duane C Kiesewetter
20810 N 2700 E Rd
Saunemin, IL 61769 815-832-4391
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Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman

Rep. Rich Myers Co-Chairman | CGFA

Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Sirs:
I am writing in regard to the possible closing of Pontiac Correctional Center.

I attended the hearing in Pontiac on August 20, 2008. It was clear by the response of the
many in attendance that this action would be devastating to the many communities
involved. I was extremely impressed by Mayor McCoy and Rep. Rutherford’s efforts to
put forth the information regarding the economic statistics regarding the effects that
would affect us as taxpayers.

Aside from the economic effects I would like to address the personal issues that would
affect my family. My son is employed at PCC. They live in Cornell, their daughter
attends school in Cornell. Ibaby sit my granddaughter several days a week. They own a
home in Cornell. If PCC closes, my son will then have a commute of more than two
hours, possibly longer. He would also have to consider the cost of transportation. It
would be a difficult to maintain their family routines. Many families will move closer to
their jobs, which would drastically impact our school and businesses in the area. There
are so many ways this will affect our community and our family lives.

I don’t feel the Director of Illinois Corrections answered many of the questions put to
him in a truthful manner as to the reason Pontiac was singled out for a closure. I resent
that my family and my community are being used as a pawn for the governor.

Thank you for this opportunity to express my views.

Smcerely

%f%
Shannon Snyder

P.O.B. 212
Cornell, 1. 61319
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August 22, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government Forecasting & Accountability
703 Stratton Office Bldg
Springfield, IL 62706
Re: Pontiac Correctional Center

Senator Schoenberg:

I wish to inform you of my opposition to the closing of the Pontiac Correction Center in Pontiac, IL
PCC is being well operated by the warden, guards and personal. The adage "if it ain't broke don't
fix it" comes to mind. The idea of closing a well managed and maintained operation seems like a
foolish move. Yes, there is overcrowding - so open Thomson to handle some of the overcrowding, but

leave Pontiac open.

If Sheridan is for drug rehab you can't just put anyone there so there still will be overcrowding, don't
mess with something that is working - I believe if you look closely thereis money to keep PCC open as
well as open Thomson. Let's do something that will help both Pontiac & the area around Thomson

and keep both places open..

I was at the forum in Pontiac on Wednesday evening and was not the least impressed by Mr Walker

of the DOC. He certainly did not answer most of the questions that were put before him.

Sincerely,

m A Legner

410 E Polk St
Pontiac IL 61764



8/22/2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg — Co-Chairman

Representative Rich Myers — Co-Chairman

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Commission:

I am writing to you in regards to the proposed closing of the Pontiac Correctional
Center. I am a real estate agent in Pontiac, and have been for almost 3 years. If PCC
were to close, it will be disastrous to the economy of Pontiac, Livingston County, and
much of Central Illinois. With hundreds of families being forced to move, property
values will drop tremendously, and may take several years, if ever at all, to come back up
to where we are today.

I was born and raised here in Pontiac, and wanted to come back here after college
for many reasons. One was the fact that most of my family still lived and worked here.
Another big reason was the fact that I enjoyed and wanted to live in a smaller town, yet
still be fairly close to many larger towns and cities. We have very easy access to
Chicago, Bloomington, Peoria, Champaign, Springfield, etc., yet still enjoy the small
town way of life. It’s very difficult to get people to move back here to live and work
after going off to college, and if PCC closes, I feel it will almost be impossible to attract
young professionals to locate here.

My wife teaches kindergarten in one of our public schools, and would be affected
negatively by the closing. My oldest sister is the director at Noah’s Ark Pre-School, and
would be negatively affected, as would another older sister who teaches at that same pre-
school. My recently retired parents would be affected negatively, as the value of their
property (which they’re counting on the proceeds from the sale of in a few years to go
towards their retirement funds) would drop dramatically.

I realize difficult decisions have to be made every day. But after being at the
hearing at PTHS on August 20" it just doesn’t sound like there is any logical reason to
close PCC. The negative impact it would have on the entire Central Illinois area would
be devastating. As you know, there is hardly a person in Pontiac, Livingston County, and
several other surrounding counties that would not be affected one way or another for
many years to come. Please support keeping the Pontiac Correctional Center open.

gﬁfb £ d«/#rm—-—-—-

David R. Wayman
1717 S Oak St. Pontiac, IL 61764



Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706
August 21, 2008
Dear Legislators,

For the past 20 years, I have lived across the street from hundreds of criminals. ...rapists,
murderers, serial killers, batterers, thieves, drug dealers and users, gang members from
every gang known to law enforcement, just to name a few. I also live in the safest
neighborhood in Illinois. I live across the street from Pontiac Correctional Center.

I must admit, when moving back to my hometown 20 years ago, I was a little nervous
about the long term value of a home next to a maximum security prison. Ilosta family
friend in the riot of 1979, my new home was near the family who was abducted by an
escaped convict, and many of my friends and neighbors who worked there told me stories
of assaults and threats against them. But over the last 20 years I have seen PCC evolve
into one of the safest facilities in the state. The employees of PCC are hardworking,
dedicated employees. They too are my neighbors and friends. I have watched as
uprisings and riots, as well as a major fire occurred there. But NEVER have I felt afraid
as I know that I am protected. No longer are our papers filled with articles about charges
against inmates for assaults on correctional officers. What our papers now report is that
the governor is considering closing our prison and destroying our community.

Two weeks before the announcement I bought my parents home in a more upscale
subdivision in Pontiac and placed my lovely home of 20 years for sale. I would have
never considered moving had it not been for the fact that their home was more spacious
and they moved to a retirement community. It is clear that decision to buy this home may
devastate me financially. I am not employed by PCC, but am a school social worker.
Not only has no one called to look at my home for sale, but I am threatened by the fact
that there may be no job for me in the schools should the prison close. I have 2
mortgages, a job in jeopardy and 2 homes that no one will want if the prison closes...]
couldn’t move if I wanted to if I can’t sell my home to take employment elsewhere. Do
the statistics and studies include the fact that my daughter in Grad School at Loyola may
have to drop out and move home as I cannot afford to pay her rent and help her through
school anymore because my house won’t sell? These studies can’t possibly depict the
fear and economic impact on the citizen’s of Pontiac. We are afraid.

One thing I haven’t heard much about is the impact on the families of inmates at PCC.
One advantage that the governor overlooks is that PCC is within driving distance of all
the major cities in Illinois allowing easy access to visits with their brothers, sons and
fathers. As a neighbor of the prison, I’ve had the opportunity to meet some of the visitors




throughout the years, and they appreciate the community of Pontiac as well. 1have given
them rides in the rain and snow, carried their children as they walked from the bus to help
the mothers, fed their children and welcomed them to our community. How will it

impact families who will be cut off from their loved ones, despite the crimes they have
committed?

Turge you to advise the Governor of the ramifications of this decisions on the people who
helped to put him into office. It will devastate our community.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Maureen Herr Hopkins, MSW
612 W. Moulton

Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-7552

Cc: Senator Dan Rutherford



August 22, 2008 D ECEIVE]

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman A6 29 200
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability

CGFA

Dear Gentlemen,

I am writing this letter on the behalf of my company Hendren Golf Management, Inc. dba
as Wolf Creek Golf Club and the possible affect that the closing of the Pontiac
Correctional Facility will have on my business.

My name is Brett Hendren and started my corporation on Jan. 2, 2001 as I purchased the
lease and equipment of Wolf Creek Golf Club. I currently employ 3 full time and 24 part
time employees. Wolf Creek Golf Club currently has 204 memberships and 23 of those
memberships have at least one employee from the Pontiac Correctional facility. That is
just a little over 11 percent of our membership, just from the prison. On top of that, you
have to consider the outside green fees, cart rentals, food and beverage, and pro shop
sales that this taken in from other employees and visitors because of the prison.

In the current state of the economy, the golf business as a whole has slowed considerable.
The last few years, thanks to my wife having a good job at State Farm I have been able to
make the payments on my loan but have not even been able to take a payroll check or any
other payment at the end of the year. 1 am currently being audited by the State of Illinois
because of that situation. If the Pontiac Prison were to close, it would be a devastating
blow to my business and therefore we would have to make some drastic cuts in
employment, if we were able to survive at all.

[ am not trying to make this a personal sob story, just trying to let everyone know that the
effects will be greater than most people realize and I would like to pass this on too
someone that might be able to make a difference.

I have heard a lot about the prison closing and all the politics that are involved. I also
have a couple of members of the golf course that are employed at the Statesville
Correctional facility. They have stated what poor shape that there prison is in, and they
have said that a few of the walls are starting to fall apart. You could look at the yearly
maintenance budget at each facility and see what prison really is outdated. As I stated
earlier, the economy as a whole is extremely poor, but I don’t think by saving the stated
$5 million will save the states budget. If they were to close the prison in Pontiac and
open the one in Thompson, they will lose at least that $5 million in different ways. They
will lose a tremendous amount on the sales tax from the Livingston County area and will
also lose a lot of other revenues to the state of Towa. From what I have heard, the prison
in Thompson is a great facility and needs to be opened up, but not at the expense of
Pontiac. I am begging you to look deeper into the closing of the prison and see if there is
a better alternative, Thank you for your time.

Pt W plrdren

Brett Hendren (Wolf Creek Golf Club)



August 21, 2008

NECEIVE

AUG 25 008

Senator feff Schoenberg Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Bulding CGF A

Springfield, TL 62706
Dear Sirs,

As a resident and business person of Pontiac [llinois I urge you to reconsider the closing
of Pontiac Correctional Center.

Since 1994, T have managed a cellular store called Big Boyz Toyz located at

739 West Howard Street in Pontiac. This location is successful and growing due to the
loyal people of Pontiac and it’s surrounding communities. If the Pontiac Prison were to
close, this retail store would be directly affected. A business of this size depends on
longtime quality customers that the Pontiac Prison Employees provide.

I’'m asking you to consider and recognize our frustration and desperation as you weigh
the choices in front of you. Please make the right choice and continue to allow our small
community to grow and flourish with the help of the Pontiac Prison and its’ employees.

I personally want to thank you for your time and consideration.

Jenm Leenders
Sales Manager
Big Boyz Toyz
Pontiac Illinois
815-842-1000



APssiardsd

145 W. Main Street
M. Sterling, IL 62353
Phone: 217-773-2513
Fax: 217-773-3218

August 22, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg — Co-Chairman L
Representative Rich Myers — Co — Chairman o

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountabilit}} S s 2h a0

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 1L 62706 T —
LEFA
’m"‘-__---um,,_.

Re: Tllinois Department of Corrections and the City of Pontiac

To Whom It May Concern:

It has come to my attention as Mayor of Mt. Sterling that a fellow
community in the state of [llinois is dealing with impending pressure from our
current Governor to close an IDC facility in Pontiac. We in Mt. Sterling have
been blessed for over two decades with an IDC facility and can only imagine
with great fear the severely adverse impact on our community and ultimately the
state of Illinois if that facility were to close.

I write this letter in support of the good citizens of Pontiac, Illinois and
their pleas to vacate this proposed closure. The mere economic impact of such
on that community would cause undo harm and dejection not just in the short
term, but also for the generations to come. Our current facility not only provides
the community with a tremendous economic impact but it too struggles with
over crowding, guard shortages, and frustration with the current administration.
However, it is the values of this community that put forth a commitment just as I
am sure that the good citizens of Pontiac do as well to do whatever it takes to
adhere to the highest levels of quality with this facility, because we realize the
greater good it provides to our community and state.

Any closure consideration is truthfully an economic embargo for the
good citizens of Pontiac!! As our public servants could you with good
conscious consider supporting such a measure that would put an economic
embargo on our own! Please strongly consider this letter as representation from
a community that knows first hand the cornerstone that these facilities provide
as economic and psychological asset to the community.

Thank you,

Sincerely, 4
Mayor Billie Burge
Mount Sterling, Illinois
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Comimission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

o



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, g - M



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Q@ Ty



August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL. 62706

Dear Gentlemen:

Thank you so much for your time and patience at the hearing tonight. We are
very concerned citizens. I did not speak at the hearing due to the hour and
temperature in the building.

I would like to say that I have lived in Livingston County all my life. All but
five years have been in Pontiac. My husband and I have raised our children
here, and our grandchildren are being raised in Pontiac or neighboring counties.
My husband is supervisor of the privately owned ambulance service located in
Pontiac. He has gone in and out of the Pontiac Correctional Center many times
for his job, and has never felt anxious. The officers and staff of the PCC have
always done a great job seeing that people are not in danger. [ have family
working in two of the prisons in Illinois, one being Pontiac. I would not like

to see family have to change jobs or move at this time, because one is really
close to retirement.

Could you keep both Pontiac and Thomson open if the people on the transfer

list were sent to Thomson, and then transfer inmates from each over crowded facility
to Thomson? This would help with over crowding, and keep all facilities

open. The new correctional officers could then be assigned around the state where
needed.

I would really like to see Legislatures make a change in the law so one person
does not have the power to play with so many lives.

Again, thanks to the entire Commission for their time tonight.

Mary J. Stock (Mrs.)
1395 Turtle Dr., Pontiac, IL. 61764



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg andRepresentatiVe Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right

decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorming tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

Ongde> Saadial



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely, é"m —



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, 76, | »y



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

Py Fadn



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adoring the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, % J/ /%zb %% [// 6% ﬁd///ﬂ]f )/ |



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

,,7



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Gentleman lets not make a hasty decision of closing Pontiac Prison, by just looking at the
one time figures and as it is stated facts. As our elected officials taking the time to
thoroughly look into this would be greatly appreciated. The closing of the prison would
impact central Illinois in a very negative matter. I reside in Livingston County and my
home value will drop, business will close, schools will suffer and unemployment will
rise. My neighbors have been good employees for the State and serve the prison well. It
would be a shame to make 600 or more people turn their lives upside down. Iam asking
as a citizen of llinois that you take much more time to investigate this situation and leave
Pontiac Prison open.

Sincerely,

<,

iy Hhpreen_




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need-the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

Nas | Cpudang



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting-have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, ~



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas-surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have bezen held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, U& m_;@'\



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

s, o arcns M Sernilte



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held ard alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

%ﬁ Y
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,
%f)&y %%@//



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Deér Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

ﬁj Y fi/




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

(a5 Pruch—

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Rich Meyers:

I am writing to you at this time concerning the topic of closing of Pontiac Prison. I ask as
a citizen of Pontiac that you rethink this matter. The impact on the community way out
weighs the money saved by the state (as they say). The prison is a viable establishment
and can be run for several years. The impact of closing the prison would hit from the
employees working there all the way to our school systems. As I see it would benefit
more to keep it open, and use the other prisons as a place to handle some of the over
crowding. Please re-consider closing the prison.

Sincerely,

Hucng Fr=



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right

decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.§7
27

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

-
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns sutrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being dene. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,




Christine M. Gallsp

800 John Street
Pontiac, 1L 61764
815-842-0304
seth89dave03@verizon.net

August 17, 2008

Dear Governor Blagojevich,

It angered me when you justified the special assembly in Springfield by stating
that you would stop the special assembly if they came up with a plan for
education and a plan to create more jobs. Yet, you want to close Pontiac
Prison!!! How does closing Pontiac Prison add to the jobs that lllinois so
badly needs?

The State of Hlinois leads the nation with the greatest number of food stamp
recipients. How does closing the Prison reduce the amount of food stamps
being given to needy people? It doesn't - it will just increase the numbers. By
closing Pontiac Prison, you are giving a “death sentence” to Pontiac. What do
you have against Pontiac, lllinois? Not only is this second time you have
threatened to close the prison, during the recent winter flooding you did not
come to Pontiac nor did you give the order to have the National Guard help
out. It seems strange, since we have a National Guard unit in Pontiac that has
recently been deployed. They are good enough to protect foreign shores, but
not help out in their own county. If Pontiac Prison closes, this will lead to
financial hardship that we will not recover from. | know of a restaurant owner,
who is successful and whose husband is a prison guard. If the prison closes,
her restaurant will close and they will move from the state. The State of lllinois
and we will lose a good family, lose jobs (all her staff will now be unemployed),
lose tax money, etc. Pontiac will lose economically as well. No tax money
from the business, no property taxes, less children in our school system, less
government money for our schools. It is a snowball effect. Pontiac will become
a ghost town.

Not only would we suffer from the Prison closing, one of our employers,
Interlake Inc. recently had to cut their third shift due to the economy. Our
county nursing home is also going through its own strife with trying to remain
open.. Where does this all end? It seems that Central lllinois is not on your
map, although it is on Interstate 55, which leads to Springfield, yet you don’t



seem to know where we are in location to Chicago.

We are a farming community or “rural” community but without us, do you know
how our state will suffer? Most of the “farmers” hold down at least two jobs.
They farm and are employed in other facets here. Some work for Caterpillar,
some work for RR Donnelly’s, John Deere and other employers. Can you
afford to place these hard working people on state aid? Can our state
continually give out food stamps? The local St. Vincent DePaul food pantry has
seen an increase in the numbers of families that it services this year. Before
the flood, they served 50-60 families per week, now they see 75-96 families
per week. One food pantry in Forrest, lilinois, ran out of food! How many more
people will need help if you close the prison? How can a community who is
willing to help out their neighbors be able to help with ever increasing
numbers? Are people lazy and don’t want to work? That is highly doubtful.
Food prices have increased, jobs have been lost, rent has increased, and
energy costs have skyrocketed; yet YOU are supporting a move to close the
Prison. Can you explain yourself on this matter?

What has Pontiac, Illinois done to “offend” you?

YOU must stop this and leave the Prison open or the death of our city is on
your head. Can you live with that fact?

Sincerely,

Cc: Dan Rutherford
Senator Jeff Schoenberg
Representative Rich Myers



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.
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August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 1l 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

7
Sincerely, %{I @ MW%



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, |,

B Hannin ™



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Cadlis -honf-



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, W m‘(ﬁ



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, -
At Wwfz\



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Gentleman lets not make a hasty decision of closing Pontiac Prison, by just looking at the
one time figures and as it is stated facts. As our elected officials taking the time to
thoroughly look into this would be greatly appreciated. The closing of the prison would
impact central llinois in a very negative matter. I reside in Livingston County and my
home value wili drop, business will close, schools will suffer and unemployment will
rise. My neighbors have been good employees for the State and serve the prison well. It
would be a shame to make 600 or more people turn their lives upside down. 1 am asking
as a citizen of Illinois that you take much more time to investigate this situation and leave
Pontiac Prison open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Gentleman lets not make a hasty decision of closing Pontiac Prison, by just looking at the
one time figures and as it is stated facts. As our elected officials taking the time to
thoroughly look into this would be greatly appreciated. The closing of the prison would
impact central Illinois in a very negative matter. I reside in Livingston County and my
home value will drop, business-will close, schools will suffer and unemployment will
rise. My neighbors have been good employees for the State and serve the prison well. It
would be a shame to make 600 or more people turn their lives upside down. I am asking
as a citizen of Illinois that you take much more time to investigate this situation and leave
Pontiac Prison open.

Sincerely, M



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison bave
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been he!ld and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely, M



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

%/W%ﬂ%%%%{



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

pite e



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Ay [3@@%’7’



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

(Y Roikn F D] i



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

M ludun



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chah‘;nan
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, W W(*R



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

%M;vmmv



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, %



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Gentleman lets not make a hasty decision of closing Pontiac Prison, by just looking at the
one time figures and as it is stated facts. As our elected officials taking the time to
thoroughly look into this would be greatly appreciated. The closing of the prison would
impact central Illinois in a very negative matter. I reside in Livingston County and my
home value will drop, business will close, schools will suffer and unemployment will
rise. My neighbors have been good employees for the State and serve the prison well. It
would be a shame to make 600 or more people turn their lives upside down. I am asking
as a citizen of Illinois that you take much more time to investigate this situation and leave
Pontiac Prison open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Gentleman lets not make a hasty decision of closing Pontiac Prison, by just looking at the
one time figures and as it is stated facts. As our elected officials taking the time to
thoroughly look into this would be greatly appreciated. The closing of the prison would
impact central Illinois in a very negative matter. I reside in Livingston County and my
home value will drop, business will close, schools will suffer and unemployment will
rise. My neighbors have been good employees for the State and serve the prison well. It
would be a shame to make 600 or more people turn their lives upside down. Iam asking
as a citizen of Illinois that you take much more time to investigate this situation and leave
Pontiac Prison open.

Sincerely, QJLW %



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

e GM«&g//



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

il Clln



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Gentleman lets not make a hasty decision of closing Pontiac Prison, by just looking at the
one time figures and as it is stated facts. As our elected officials taking the time to
thoroughly look into this would be greatly appreciated. The closing of the prison would
impact central lllinois in a very negative matter. I reside in Livingston County and my
home value will drop, business will close, schools will suffer and unemployment will
rise. My neighbors have been good employees for the State and serve the prison well. It
would be a shame to make 600 or more people turn their lives upside down. I am asking
as a citizen of Illinois that you take much more time to investigate this situation and leave
Pontiac Prison open.

Sincerely,

O



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Gentleman lets not make a hasty decision of closing Pontiac Prison, by just looking at the
one time figures and as it is stated facts. As our elected officials taking the time to
thoroughly look into this would be greatly appreciated. The closing of the prison would
impact central Illinois in a very negative matter. I reside in Livingston County and my
home value will drop, business will close, schools will suffer and unemployment will
rise. My neighbors have been good employees for the State and serve the prison well. It
would be a shame to make 600 or more people turn their lives upside down. Iam asking
as a citizen of Illinois that you take much more time to investigate this situation and leave
Pontiac Prison open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

Firuse - Critini



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

@wpﬁdy



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, R.M‘é’—\



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,

=



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The areas surrounding the prison have
taken many steps to show the support to keeping the prison open. The town have signs,
people adorning the shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture was
taken, many meeting have been held and a lot of praying. We need the Pontiac Prison to
remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that it should close.
Please take the time, weigh out all options and make the right decision,

Sincerely,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

%/W%_ wrp



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sinceely, 7@% 9 W W (%ptores



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

,,,,,



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, I1 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

%;/ﬂw@w%



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co—Chajr;nan
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, It 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely, M W



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

s Blacr



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Governient

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

P i Al



August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,



August 6, 20038

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 11 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into frying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

.




August 6, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg - Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Meyers - Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers:

Please re-consider this issue of closing Pontiac Prison. By now you have seen a lot of
effort go into trying to make this not happen. The area towns surrounding the prison
have taken many steps to show their support to keeping the prison open The towns have
signs, people adorning tee-shirts, they held a parade with a lot of support, a town picture
was taken, many meetings have been held and alot of praying is being done. We need the
Pontiac Prison to remain open. The facts have not proven beyond a reasonable doubt that
it should close. Please take the time, with out all of the options and make the right
decision. Keep PONTIAC PRISON open.

Sincerely,

RML)' mc Gotoan



Page 1 of 1
Kapp, Lynnae

From: brian bend [bend4d@mchsi.com]
Sent:  Saturday, August 23, 2008 3:01 PM
To: webmastercgfa

Subject: support PCC

I support keeping the Pontiac Correctional Center open.

You have heard the positives of PCC, location with 55, Amtrak, the trained staff located in the
area, the cash flow of the economy.

What I understand the projected savings is projected paper thin. Hard to say if the savings will
be ,if any, with the location of Thomson is so close to lowa (tax revenue).

| am concern with the governor saying at the state fair "he does not want to close PCC, saying
Rutherford needs to release the money”

what is that about?
How will history remember this?

Livingston county is only a few county in the USA that the population in 1900 was greater than
2000 census. Closing PPC will be a huge negative impact.

The mental stress for PCC guards, the families. Kids take it granted so often the parents will
provide for them as the grow up. They also have the feeling helplessness and uncertainty.

These guards put their lives on the line each day they go to work.
We need to slow this down, take a deep breath, and do this carefully,
Sincerely,

Brian Bend

8/28/2008



REGARDING: CLOSING PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER

As registered voters and citizens who try to keep informed of the
issues, we would like to express our concerns over the proposed closing of

the Pontiac Correctional Center.

Years ago, when the state was looking for a site to build a new prison,
the city of Pontiac wanted the prison to be built on land the State of Iilinois
already owned just south of the present day prison. However, the powers
that be chose another site. Now, as inconceivable as it sounds, the state is
considering closing Pontiac altogether — at a time when there is already a
problem with overcrowding in our prison system. If a place must be closed,
the closing of the Roundhouse at Stateville would be (for the lack of a better
phrase) a feasible economic choice. With the development and growth
going on in the Joliet area, this part of the state could absorb the loss much

easier than the rural community of Pontiac.

Livingston County and the city of Pontiac has not seen any significant
growth in either economics or population in decades. How will the closure
of Pontiac Correctional Center affect Pontiac? For one, our schools will
lose the tax revenue needed to keep our schools at the level needed to
prepare our students for their future. As our home values decrease (who
wants to live in a town that has lost it’s second largest employer?), our taxes
will increase to help cover the cost of services in a county that is fourth in
size and presently has a population of around 39,000 people.

Closing the prison would mean families being uprooted, (good luck in
trying to sell your house!) kids would be removed from schools and friends.
The biggest economic factor would be that most businesses (if not all)
would suffer great losses. Some businesses will close and others will have
to make some major adjustments like ordering inventory, the products and
services now offered would have to be paired back, and loss of employment
due to downsizing. Pontiac is the hub for employment for all of Livingston
County. The prison’s closing will not just effect Pontiac, but every little
town and village in the entire county.

What does the state plan to do with the building and grounds once the
prison closes? It will just be a matter of time before the site becomes an eye



sore! What happens to all the homes within the prison’s vicinity? Who will
buy a house that is located next to a huge abandoned configuration of
buildings overrun with weeds? And please don’t bother telling me that
there is money set aside in the budget to take care of mowing and upkeep
because we are all well aware of how well the budget works, or more aptly
DOESN’T work!

How well prepared is the Thomson area when it comes to handling
the problems a prison may bring to their area? Pontiac has the Illinois State
Police Headquarters adjacent to the present prison property. The prison’s
location in Pontiac was one of the reasons that Pontiac has the headquarters
located here. We also have a National Guard unit right here in Pontiac in
case of trouble. How close is the nearest guard unit to Thomson? How long
would it take for them to respond? Is the Thomson Center equipped to
handle death row inmates? Where is the nearest hospital to the Thomson
Center? Pontiac has a hospital within a few miles of the prison with a staff
that is experienced in dealing with prisoners as patients. We also have a
trained fire and rescue team that are experienced and knows the protocol
involved with working within the prison atmosphere.

Does Thomson have the manpower to hire guards if not all of
Pontiac’s guards are willing to transfer there? If not, how much will it cost
the State of Illinois to train new guards; and, do we WANT that many “new”
guards with a bunch of seasoned and savvy inmates?

Where are all the new prison employees going to live? We
understand housing in Thomson is limited -- how many prison guards can
afford to build a new house on the salary they earn? The quad cities are
close by, but that also means the possible loss of revenue to Illinois for those
transferred guards to choose to live and shop in Iowa. At least here in
Pontiac we don’t have to worry about the workers living out of state and
commuting to their jobs at P.C.C.

And, finally, what about the inmates and their families? How easy is
it going to be for a mother or wife coming from the inner city to visit a son
or husband? At least in Pontiac we have access to I-55, a direct route to and
from Chicago, and we also have train and bus service going both ways.

We are proud to call Pontiac our home. The people of Pontiac have



lived in peace (for the most part) with the correctional center for decades.
Pontiac has been the recipient of many Governor Home Town Awards
thanks to the fine citizens of our community that includes employees of the
Pontiac Correctional Center.

So what is the problem? As far as we can tell, there is no problem!
Do you know what they say about that?

“If it ain’t broke, don’t try to fix it!”

(This letter expresses thoughts and comments by many other concerned
citizens as well as it’s writers.)



August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman . : B u——

Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commiission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, I, 62706

Dear Gentlemen:

6611»/

Sincerely,

Brackney

O L\,c_e Qx\a t/'é\.y\ Ms. Alice J. Brackney

920 W Madison St Apt 901
Pontiac, IL 61764




The Pantagraph/CARLQS T. MIRANDA

Pontiac residents pack the auditorium, common area and
gymnasium Wednesday evening at Pontiac Township High
School. The state of lllinois Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability held a state facility closure act

hearing.

With prison in limbo,
developers pull plug

By Tony Sapochetti

tsapochetti®pantagraph.com

PONTIAC — A multimil-
lion-dollar project has pulled
out from developing in Ponti-
ac.

In testimony Wednesday
during a public hearing on the
proposed closing of Pontiac
Correctional Center, Mayor
Scott McCoy said the develop-
ers pulled out because of the
possibility of the prison’s clos-
ing.

The project, under private
discussion for a year, would
have brought a hotel, home
improvement -  warehouse,
conference center and restau-
rant, McCoy said.

“T pitched the idea of com-
ing to Pontiac and developing
in our commercial area at
Route 116 and Interstate 55,”
McCoy said. “They were very
interested and we began
working together ... in an ef-
fort to partner together to
bring a large commercial de-
velopment project to Ponti-
ac.”

EM Properties Lid. of East
Peoria has developed retail
strips, office  buildings,
restaurants and hotels.

“The prison closing wasn’t

the only hurdle, but that pret-

ty much iced it for us,” EM
Properties President Gary
Matthews said Thursday
“Mainly, because it’'sabitof a
stretch to come up with a site
like that with a community

that could lose so many jobs.”

Matthews said two other
factors also played a part. a
land owner increased his
price and some council mem-
bers were reluctant about tax
incentive plans.

EM wanted 1o develop land
just east of Interstate 55 and
behind Exact Packaging Inc.

“The (prison) announce-
ment alone was the straw
that broke the camel’s back,”
McCoy said. “What’s hard to
think about are the long

-hours of work that I, the city

staff, and the city council put
into this project in hopes of
growth for our wonderful
community What’s more dif-
ficult to swallow is what Pon-
tiac has now lost.”

McCoy said the project
would have spanned more
than 100 acres over 10 to 20
years and brought in $10 mil-
lion to $12 million in develop-
ment work and construction
for its first phase. The devel-
opment could have provided
hundreds of full-time and
part-time jobs, he said.

Although EM Properties is
not looking to develop on the
site now, but Matthews said
that could change.

“I wouldn’t say that the
site has a lot of potential, but
it does have potential,” he
said. “There is good exposure
and good accessibility ... and
we would certainly revisit it
if those conditions dre
changed.”

W



REGARDING: CLOSING PONTIAC CORRECTION

As registered voters and citizens who try to keep i
issues, we would like to express our concerns over the
the Pontiac Correctional Center.

Years ago, when the state was looking for a site to build a new prison,
the city of Pontiac wanted the prison to be built on land the State of Illinois
already owned just south of the present day prison. However, the powers
that be chose another site. Now, as inconceivable as it sounds, the state is
considering closing Pontiac altogether — at a time when there is already a
problem with overcrowding in our prison system. If a place must be closed,
the closing of the Roundhouse at Stateville would be (for the lack of a better
phrase) a feasible economic choice. With the development and growth
going on in the Joliet area, this part of the state could absorb the loss much,
easier than the rural community of Pontiac.

Livingston County and the city of Pontiac has not seen any significant
growth in either economics or population in decades. How will the closure
of Pontiac Correctional Center affect Pontiac? For one, our schools will
lose the tax revenue needed to keep our schools at the level needed to
prepare our students for their future. As our home values decrease (who
wants to live in a town that has lost it’s second largest employer?), our taxes
will increase to help cover the cost of services in a county that is fourth in
size and presently has a population of around 39,000 people.

Closing the prison would mean families being uprooted, (good luck in
trying to sell your house!) kids would be removed from schools and friends.
The biggest economic factor would be that most businesses (if not all)
would suffer great losses. Some businesses will close and others will have
to make some major adjustments like ordering inventory, the products and
services now offered would have to be paired back, and loss of employment
due to downsizing. Pontiac is the hub for employment for all of Livingston
County. The prison’s closing will not just effect Pontiac, but every little
town and village in the entire county.

What does the state plan to do with the building and grounds once the
prison closes? It will just be a matter of time before the site becomes an eye



sore! What happens to all the homes within the prison’s vicinity? Who will
buy a house that is located next to a huge abandoned configuration of
buildings overrun with weeds? And please don’t bother telling me that
there is money set aside in the budget to take care of mowing and upkeep
because we are all well aware of how well the budget works, or more aptly
DOESN’T work!

How well prepared is the Thomson area when it comes to handling
the problems a prison may bring to their area? Pontiac has the Illinois State
Police Headquarters adjacent to the present prison property. The prison’s
location in Pontiac was one of the reasons that Pontiac has the headquarters
located here. We also have a National Guard unil right here in Pontiac in
case of trouble. How close is the nearest guard unit to Thomson? How long
would it take for them to respond? Is the Thomson Center equipped to
handle death row inmates? Where is the nearest hospital to the Thomson
Center? Pontiac has a hospital within a few miles of the prison with a staff
that is experienced in dealing with prisoners as patients. We also have a
trained fire and rescue team that are experienced and knows the protocol
involved with working within the prison atmosphere.

Does Thomson have the manpower to hire guards if not all of
Pontiac’s guards are willing to transfer there? If not, how much will it cost
the State of Illinois to train new guards; and, do we WANT that many “new”
guards with a bunch of seasoned and savvy inmates?

Where are all the new prison employees going to live? We
understand housing in Thomson is limited -- how many prison guards can
afford to build a new house on the salary they earn? The quad cities are
close by, but that also means the possible loss of revenue to Illinois for those
transferred guards to choose to live and shop in Iowa. At least here in
Pontiac we don’t have to worry about the workers living out of state and
commuting to their jobs at P.C.C.

And, finally, what about the inmates and their families? How easy is
it going to be for a mother or wife coming from the inner city to visit a son
or husband? At least in Pontiac we have access to I-55, a direct route to and
from Chicago, and we also have train and bus service going both ways.

We are proud to call Pontiac our home. The people of Pontiac have



lived in peace (for the most part) with the correctional center for decades.
Pontiac has been the recipient of many Governor Home Town Awards
thanks to the fine citizens of our community that includes employees of the
Pontiac Correctional Center.

So what is the problem? As far as we can tell, there is no problem!
Do you know what they say about that?

“If it ain’t broke, don’t try to fix it!”

(This letter expresses thoughts and comments by many other concerned
citizens as well as it’s writers.)
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Pontiac residents pack the auditorium, common area and
gymnasium Wednesday evening at Pontiac Township High
School. The state of lllinois Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability held a state facility closure act

hearing.

With prison in limbo,
developers pull plug

By Tony Sapochetti

tsapochetti®pantagragh.com

PONTIAC — A multimil-
lion-dollar project has pulled
out from developing in Ponti-
ac.

In testimony Wednesday
during a public hearing on the
proposed closing of Pontiac
Correctional Center, Mayor
Scott McCoy said the develop-
ers pulled out because of the
possibility of the prison’s clos-
ing.

The project, under private
discussion for a year, would
have brought a hotel, home
improvement -  warehouse,
conference center and restau-
rant, McCoy said.

“I pitched the idea.of com-
ing to Pontiac and developing
in our commercial area at
Route 116 and Interstate 55,”
McCoy said. “They were very
interested and we began
working together ... in an ef-
fort to partner together to
bring a large commercial de-
velopment project to Ponti-
ac.”

EM Properties Litd. of East
Peoria has developed retail
sirips, office  buildings,
restaurants and hotels.

“The prison closing wasn’t
the only hurdle, but that pret-
ty much iced it for us,” EM
Properties President Gary
Matthews said Thursday.
“Mainly, because it’s a bit of a
stretch to come up with a site
like that with a community

that could lose so many jobs.”

Matthews said two other
factors also played a part: a
land owner increased his
price and some council mem-
bers were reluctant about tax
incentive plans.

EM wanted to develop land
just east of Interstate 55 and
behind Exact Packaging Inc.

“The (prison) announce-
ment alone was the straw
that broke the camel’s back,”
McCoy said. “What’s hard to
think about are the long
hours of work that I, the city

-staff, and the city council put
1into this project in Hopes of

growth for our wonderful
community. What’s more dif-
ficult to swallow is what Pon-
tiac has now lost.”

McCoy said the project
would have spanned more
than 100 acres over 10 to 20
yvears and brought in $10 mil-
lion to $12 million in develop-
ment work and construction
for its first phase. The devel-
opment could have provided
hundreds of fulltime and
part-time jobs, he said.

Although EM Properties is
not looking to develop on the
site now, but Matthews said
that could change.

“I wouldn’'t say that the

" site has a lot of potential, but

it does have potential,” he
sald. “There is good exposure
and good accessibility ... and
we would certainly revisit it
if those conditions are
changed.”
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Gentlemen:
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REGARDING: CLOSING PONTIAC CORRECTIONA

As registered voters and citizens who try to keep
issues, we would like to express our concerns over the pre
the Pontiac Correctional Center.

Years ago, when the state was looking for a site to build a new prison,
the city of Pontiac wanted the prison to be built on land the State of Illinois
already owned just south of the present day prison. However, the powers
that be chose another site. Now, as inconceivable as it sounds, the state is
considering closing Pontiac altogether -- at a time when there is already a
problem with overcrowding in our prison system. If a place must be closed,
the closing of the Roundhouse at Stateville would be (for the lack of a better
phrase) a feasible economic choice. With the development and growth
going on in the Joliet area, this part of the state could absorb the loss much

easier than the rural community of Pontiac.

Livingston County and the city of Pontiac has not seen any significant
growth in either economics or population in decades. How will the closure
of Pontiac Correctional Center affect Pontiac? For one, our schools will
lose the tax revenue needed to keep our schools at the level needed to
prepare our students for their future. As our home values decrease (who
wants to live in a town that has lost it’s second largest employer?), our taxes
will increase to help cover the cost of services in a county that is fourth in
size and presently has a population of around 39,000 people.

Closing the prison would mean families being uprooted, (good luck in
trying to sell your house!) kids would be removed from schools and friends,
The biggest economic factor would be that most businesses (if not all)
would suffer great losses. Some businesses will close and others will have
to make some major adjustments like ordering inventory, the products and
services now offered would have to be paired back, and loss of employment
due to downsizing. Pontiac is the hub for employment for all of Livingston
County. The prison’s closing will not just effect Pontiac, but every little
town and village in the entire county.

What does the state plan to do with the building and grounds once the
prison closes? It will just be a matter of time before the site becomes an eye



sore! What happens to all the homes within the prison’s vicinity? Who will
buy a house that is located next to a huge abandoned configuration of
buildings overrun with weeds? And please don’t bother telling me that
there is money set aside in the budget to take care of mowing and upkeep
because we are all well aware of how well the budget works, or more aptly
DOESN’T work!

How well prepared is the Thomson area when it comes to handling
the problems a prison may bring to their area? Pontiac has the Illinois State
Police Headquarters adjacent to the present prison property. The prison’s
location in Pontiac was one of the reasons that Pontiac has the headquarters
located here. We also have a National Guard unit right here in Pontiac in
case of trouble. How close is the nearest guard unit to Thomson? How long
would it take for them to respond? Is the Thomson Center equipped to
handle death row inmates? Where is the nearest hospital to the Thomson
Center? Pontiac has a hospital within a few miles of the prison with a staff
that is experienced in dealing with prisoners as patients. We also have a
trained fire and rescue team that are experienced and knows the protocol
involved with working within the prison atmosphere.

Does Thomson have the manpower to hire guards if not all of
Pontiac’s guards are willing to transfer there? If not, how much will it cost
the State of Illinois to train new guards; and, do we WANT that many “new”
guards with a bunch of seasoned and savvy inmates?

Where are all the new prison employees going to live? We
understand housing in Thomson is limited -- how many prison guards can
afford to build a new house on the salary they earn? The quad cities are
close by, but that also means the possible loss of revenue to Illinois for those
transferred guards to choose to live and shop in Iowa. At least here in
Pontiac we don’t have to worry about the workers living out of state and
commuting to their jobs at P.C.C.

And, finally, what about the inmates and their families? How easy is
it going to be for a mother or wife coming from the inner city to visit a son
or husband? At least in Pontiac we have access to I-55, a direct route to and
from Chicago, and we also have train and bus service going both ways.

We are proud to call Pontiac our home. The people of Pontiac have



lived in peace (for the most part) with the correctional center for decades.
Pontiac has been the recipient of many Governor Home Town Awards
thanks to the fine citizens of our community that includes employees of the

Pontiac Correctional Center.

So what is the problem? As far as we can tell, there is no problem!
Do you know what they say about that?

“If it ain’t broke, don’t try to fix it!”

(This letter expresses thoughts and comments by many other concerned
citizens as well as it’s writers.)
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Pontiac residents pack the auditorium, common area and
gymnasium Wednesday evening at Pontiac Township High
School. The state of lllinois Commission on Government -
Forecasting and Accountability held a state facility closure act
hearing.

With prison in limbo,
developers pull plug

By Tony Sapochetti

tsapochetti@pantagraph.com

PONTIAC - A multimil-
lion-dollar project has pulled
out from developing in Ponti-
ac.

In testimony Wednesday
during a public hearing on the
proposed closing of Pontiac
Correctional Center, Mayor
Scott McCoy said the develop-
ers pulled out because of the
possibility of the prison’s clos-
ing.

The project, under private
discussion for a year, would
have brought a hotel, home
improvement - warehouse,
conference center and restau-
rant, McCoy said.

“I pitched the idea of com-

ing to Pontiac and developing
in our commercial area at
Route 116 and Interstate 55,”
McCoy said. “They were very
interested and we began
working together ... in an eft
fort to partner together to
bring a large commercial de-
velopment project to Ponti-
ac.”
EM Properties Ltd. of East
Peoria has developed retail
strips,  office  buildings,
restaurants and hotels.

“The prison closing wasn’t

the only hurdie, but that pret-

ty much iced it for us,” EM
Properties President Gary
Matthews said Thursday
“Mainly, because it'sabitof a
stretch to come up with a site
like that with a community

that could lose s0 many jobs.”

Matthews said two other
factors also played a part: a
land owner increased his
price and some council mem-
bers were reluctant about tax
incentive plans.

EM wanted to develop land
just east of Interstate 55 and

behind Exact Packaging Inc.

“The (prison) announce-
ment alone was the straw
that broke the camel’s back,”
McCoy said. “What’s hard to
think about are the long
hours of work that I, the city
staff, and the city council put
into this project in Hopes of
growth for our wonderful
community. What’s more dif-
ficult to swallow is what Pon-
tiac has now lost.”

McCoy said the project
would have spanned more
than 100 acres over 10 to 20
years and brought in $10 mil-
lion to $12 million in develop-
ment work and construction
for its first phase. The devel-
opment could have provided
hundreds of full-time and
part-time jobs, he said.

Although EM Properties is
not looking to develop on the
site now, but Matthews said
that could change. ‘

“l wouldn’t say that the
site has a lot of potential, but
it does have potential,” he
said. “There is good exposure
and good accessibility ... and
we would certainly revisit it
if those conditions dre
changed.”
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August 20, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, IL. 62706

Dear Gentlemen:

EGCEIVE

KB 26 200

CGFA

Sincerely,




Kapp, Lynnae

From: raceway38@mchsi.com
Sent: Monday, August 25, 2008 8:37 PM
To: webmastercgfa
Cc: local494 @fcg.net
Subject: Clarification
To: CGFA August 25, 2008

My name is Gary Barnes, and I gave testimonies at the Pontiac
hearing.
To the 500 Reclassification Form that have been printed at Pontiac
Correctional Center, to reclassify the vioclent offender there.

To clarify, to what I meant about Reclassification of These Violent
Offender is:

The Forms that were printed, are for Segregation time Cuts.

They are reviewing all of the Offenders in the Segregation Units,
and giving them time cuts as they deem fit. En order to releasing these
violent offenders early form Seg. Status.
This way they can be sent to other Medium/Maximum Institutions that
don't have the room for Seg Status Offenders. So they can be put in
general population along with legs violent offenders.
This could cause, a potentially higher rick factor the these

institutions.

Sincerely
Gary Barnes



THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO ADDRESS YOU.

I AM KEVIN MCNAMARA, THE VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR OF /THE ILL%GE v I %
OF DWIGHT TODAY I AM HERE AS A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE GREAIER
LIVINGSTON COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL.
TODAY BY BOARD MEMBERS RON MINNAERT OF THE STATE BANK
GRAYMONT AND SCOTT BAUKNECHT OF FREESTAR BANK. AS ANEWLY
REVIVED ORGANIZATION IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY OUR GOAL IS TO
PROMOTE AND

PROVIDE MEANINGFUL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE COUNTY, IN
ADDITION TO RETAINING THE CURRENT BUSINESSES AND JOBS WE
CURRENTLY HAVE.

‘‘‘‘‘

THE CLOSING OF THE PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER WILL RESULT IN
SUBSTANTIAL NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACTS TO LIVINGTON COUNTY
AND THE ENTIRE REGION. IT WILL HAVE A DEVASTATING IMPACT ON
EVERY ASPECT OF THE COMMUNITY. THE POPULATION OF LIVINGSTON
COUNTY IS ONLY 39,678, OF WHICH ROUGHLY 2,700 OF THOSE PEOPLE ARE
RESIDENTS OF THE PONTIAC AND DWIGHT CORRECTIONAL CENTERS.

OVER THE PAST TWENTY YEARS OUR GROWTH, BOTH

POPULATION-WISE AND ECONOMICALLY, HAS BEEN STAGNANT IN OUR
COUNTY. EVEN THOUGH FOR THE SIZE OF THE COUNTY WE CONSIDER
OURSELVES TO BE FORTUNATE TO HAVE A DIVERSE EMPLOYMENT BASE,
THE PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER IS ONE OF THE TOP EMPLOYERS IN
THE COUNTY AND AREA.

ACCORDING TO THE ANALYSIS COMMISSIONED BY THE RURAL ECONOMIC
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER, ‘LIVINGSTON COUNTY IS

THE COUNTY OF RESIDENCE OF 50% OR 284’ OF THE

PONTIAC FACILITY’S EMPLOYEES, WHILE ANOTHER 182

PCC EMPLOYEES LIVE IN THE NEARBY THREE COUNTY, MCLEAN,
WOODFORD, LASALLE REGION, AND AN ADDITIONAL 103 EMPLOYEES
COMMUTE FROM THE LARGER 11 COUNTY REGION. THE CLOSURE OF
PONTIAC WILL BE FELT THROUGHOUT THIS ENTIRE 15 COUNTY REGION OF
CENTRAL ILLINOIS. THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATES ARE ALREADY RISING IN
THIS AREA, AND THE PRISON IS STILL OPEN.

THE 284 LIVINGSTON COUNTY EMPLOYEES HAVE ANNUAL EARNINGS OF
$24.3 MILLION DOLLARS WHICH TRANSLATES INTO SPENDABLE INCOME
OF $18.2 MILLION DOLLARS---AND THAT IS JUST FOR THE 284 LIVINGSTON
COUNTY EMPLOYEES.

IN ADDITION TO THE DEVASTATING EFFECT THE CLOSURE OF THE
PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER WOULD HAVE ON THE CITY OF
PONTIAC, THE COUNTY OF LIVINGSTON AND THE ENTIRE NORTH CENTRAL



ILLINOIS REGION, THE ASSOCIATED ECONOMIC IMPACT TO OUR OTHER
BUSINESSES WOULD ALSO BE PROFOUND.

AS A FORMER SMALL BUSINESS OWNER I CAN TELL YOU THAT IN THIS
AREA, AND ON MAIN STREET AMERICA, THE LOSS OF JUST ONE
CUSTOMER HURTS AND AFFECTS THE STABILITY OF THE BUSINESS.

THE RELATED LOSSES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CLOSURE COULD RESULT IN
THE LOSS OF AN ADDITIONAL 214 JOBS IN THE COUNTY AT OTHER
BUSINESSES. IN A COUNTY THIS SIZE, THIS SMALL, EVERYONE, EVERY
PERSON, EVERY BUSINESS, IN THE ENTIRE COUNTY WILL BE NEGATIVELY
IMPACTED. AS REP. MAUTINO STATED, THE “ADDED UNEMPLOYMENT IN
THIS AREA WILL DESTORY FAMILIES.”

WITH THE CURRENT STATE OF THE NATIONAL ECONOMY AND IN
PARTICULAR THE ILLINOIS ECONOMY, THE LAST THING THE STATE OF
ILLINOIS SHOULD BE DOING IS EXACERBATING THE PROBLEM.

IN ADDITION, IT MAKES NO ECONOMIC SENSE TO UPLIFT THE ECONOMIC
HEALTH OF ONE REGION OF THE STATE AT THE EXPENSE OF ANOTHER.

THE L.OSS OF THE DISPOSABLE OR SPENDABLE INCOME OF THE PONTIAC
CORRECTIONAL CENTER EMPLOYEES WHO WILL LEAVE THIS AREA,
ALONG WITH THOSE WHO REMAIN AND WILL BE LOOKING FOR

WORK WILL AFFECT EVERY ASPECT OF LIFE IN LIVINGSTON COUNTY.

IF THIS CLOSURE PROCEEDS, EVERY BUSINESS IN THE ENTIRE COUNTY,
EVERY SCHOOL DISTRICT IN THE ENTIRE COUNTY, EVERY PERSON IN THE
ENTIRE COUNTY, BE THEY IN PONTIAC, OR FAIRBURY, DWIGHT

OR FLANAGAN WILL BE ADVERSLY AFFECTED.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF CLOSING THE PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER
WILL EXTEND FAR INTO THE FUTURE FOR THE ECONOMIC HEALTH AND
VITALITY OF LIVINGSTON COUNTY AND OUR REGION.ECONOMICALLY, IT
WILL TAKE MANY YEARS FOR US TO RECOVER.

I WOULD URGE YOU TO CONSIDER ALL OF THE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES
THAT CLOSURE OF THE PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER WOULD INCUR.

I URGE YOU AND THE GOVERNOR ALSO THAT IF YOU DO RECOMMEND
CLOSURE TO ALSO STRONGLY RECOMMEND A LONG TERM ECONOMIC

STIMULUS PACKAGE FOR LIVINGSTON COUNTY AND THIS AREA OF NORTH
CENTRAL ILLINOIS.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION.
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' e \“AIRESOLUTION BY THE VILLAGE OF DWIGHT
we 28 P {IVINGSTON AND GRUNDY COUNTIES, ILLINOIS
SUPPORTING THE CONTINUATION OF THE OPERATION
A\ _—~—OF THE PONTIAC CORRECTIONAL CENTER
ﬂ

WHEREAS, Governor Blagojevich and the lllinois Department of Corrections
have announced the closure of the Pontiac Correctional Center in Pontiac,
lilinois; and

Cﬂ:\
2
‘;}?

WHEREAS, the Pontiac Correctional Center has been an integral part of the
lllinois Correction System for many years; and

WHEREAS, the lllinois Correctional System is extremely over capacity, resulting
in unsafe conditions, and the closure of Pontiac Correctional Center does nothing
to reduce this overcrowding; and

WHEREAS, over the past several years the State of lllinois has committed
substantial resources to Pontiac Correctional Center to upgrade the facility; and

WHEREAS, the Pontiac Correctional Center is an integral part of Dwight's,
Livingston County's and Central lllinois’ economy by providing 600 jobs and the
purchase of goods and services from numerous area businesses; and

WHEREAS, the closure of Pontiac Correctional Center would have a significant
impact on hundreds of employees and their families, relocation away from their
home communities or loss of employment, creating a destructive effect on their
families and their future; and

WHEREAS, the financial impact on area counties, municipalities, schools and
other valuable institutions would be devastating,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Village of Dwight joins with other
communities, counties, governmental bodies and interested persons and
organizations in urging all efforts be made to maintain full operation of the
Pontiac Correctional Center, and that steps be taken to develop a long-term plan
for all correctional facilities so that host communities and employees do not need
to experience the uncertainty of future potential closures.

Passed and approved this 23rd day of June, 2008 by the Dwight Village
Board of Trustees, Livingston and Grundy Counties, lllinois.

kﬂ%%/@’/%

(seal) JAMES L. MIXEN, VILLAGE PRESIDENT

attes

&S

Patricia E. Drechsel, Village Clerk



EGEIVE

Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chairman

Representative Rich Myers Co-Chairman AUG 2 6 2008
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountability C GFA

703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, 11..62706

August 23, 2008
Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Myers:

I am an Educator at the Pontiac Correctional Center (PCC). Closing PCC would
cause my wife and I to have to relocate. That would cause my wife to give up her job. I
am sure wherever we were to move to, she would not make the hourly wage she makes
now, have the same shift hours and days off, and she would loose her thirteen vears of
seniority with her current local small business employer.

At the COGFA hearing at the Pontiac H.S. last Wednesday night, I did not hear
the following points emphasized;

1) That the moving of PCC inmates would also result in an additional loss of
approximately 1,600 residents from the city of Pontiac and the county of
Livingston, as the inmates are included in the census, for which various grants are
based upon, that go to the city and county.

2) Inthe costs to the state of Illinois not included in the cost report, the cost of
transporting inmates on writs from Pontiac to Chicago and the collar counties
verses Thompson to Chicago and the collar counties.

3) Where the “Death Row” inmates, severe “Mental Health” inmates, and the
“Protective Custody” inmates, now housed at PCC, will be relocated.

Sincerely, W
Allen Mitchell
202E. Charles St.

Bourbonnais, IL.. 60914
815-932-6995

C.C. State Senator Dan Rutherford
State Senator Gary Dahl
State Representative Careen Gordon



ark Osman
7171 Billet Rd'
Pontiac, Il. &/7¢Y

Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chai
Representative Rich Myers Co-Ch
Commission on Government

Foicuasting and Accountabilty 815-842-2720
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, 1. 62706 8/22/2008

Dear Sirs:

| feel compelled to write expressing my extreme outrage regarding
the proposed closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center. | attended the public
hearing at Pontiac Twp. High School yesterday (8/20/08) and | was absolutely
disgusted by the complete lack of consideration being given by The Department
of Corrections officials and apparently the Governor of our state as well. They
must feel that because we are residents of small towns that we are utterly stupid
and cannot add, subtract, read,write or think clearly.

On the contrary, | believe that a return to basic math is in order for them.
They also may want to consider boning up on "playing well with others." Their
own figures clearly show the DOC will lose money by closing Pontiac over
closing Stateville as was originally proposed. That the legislature budgeted
money to fully fund PCC for the fiscal year and by financial slight of hand DOC
can unilaterally move money around to do something which our elected
representatives did not desire defies my imagination.

The DOC Director was underwhelmingly convincing when he was asked
directly as to whether our Governor had put forth the plan to change the closed
institution from Stateville to Pontiac. After stammering, stuttering and doing
eveything he could possibly do, except say "Yes" or "No", the answer was
absolutely clear to every person in attendance. | am now quite certain that a
complete change of leadership in the state and the DOC is necessary. Whether
one agrees or disagrees with this issue, a direct, clear answer is due the citizens
from their employees.

This letter is also about what is happening in the City of Pontiac and
surrounding areas. At the public hearing a number of people spoke as to their
own circumstances. Not one single person said they would be better off if PCC
closes. Without exception, the predictions were of financial calamity, ruined lives,
an entire region of our state devastated, and for no good reason.

My own experience should suffice as an example. | am a car saleperson at
Lynn Chevrolet-Buick Inc. in Pontiac. As such | deal in selling high dollar items,
which is hard enough to do in normal times. With the proposed PCC closure it is
nearly an impossibilty. From May 1,2008 until today (08/22/08) my business is
down 20%. We are not even getting customers coming into our showroom to
look. Only 1 person employed at PCC has purchased a car from our dealership
in over 3 months, and that was a necessity due to a total out accident.

What this has meant to me personally is that some needed home



improvement work has been put off. That also means a building contractor is
missing several thousands of dollars in work, because | can't afford to hire the
work done. | also am worried about having enough money to pay the second
installment of my property taxes, due in about 3 weeks. What happens if | can't
pay them. The same state that denies me the ability to make a living now comes
along and takes my house for non-payment of taxes. | would try and sell the
house and get a less expensive one, but how can | do that in today's depressed
market. Complicated by the fact that there will be many more houses for sale
than possible buyers, selling will be an impossibilty.

Should | lose my job, | will take advantage of all the unemployment benefits
which | qualify for, thus becoming a drain of the state's economy instead of the
contributor | have been for the last 27 years. Factor my situation by several
thousand to represent what will happen around the area to others. Any possible
benefit to the state's budget goes right down the tubes. Also, if it is at all
possible, at the earliest moment | can | will leave lllinois for greener pastures,
taking my wife with me. As a DOC retiree she will take the state's pension money
to another state and spend it there. This thing has a way of mushrooming,
doesn't it.

None of this needs to happen. | like my job, | like Pontiac | want to stay here.
So do the employees of PCC. Together we have built one of the finest rural
communities in the nation and to see it torn apart for no reason is truly a crying
shame. Please make your recommendation to keep the Pontiac Correctional
Center open.

#

Mark Osman

y /_.\]
B W) .
CHEVROLET  i3(1ck  CHE i ,INC.
! " BONTIAG. IL
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i Pontiac, IL 61764

WY NNCHEVROLET BUTCK'E Mark E.Osm
e-mail: 1 ynncvbu@mchsi.com Transportation/Leasing Consuitant




Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chairmgp==
Representative Rich Myers Co-Chairrg

EGCEDIVE RIS

Commission on Government ntiac, I 61764

Forecasting and Accountabilty AUG 2 © 908 5-844-3320

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Il. 62706 8122/2008
CGFA |

Dear Sirs:

I am writing to tell you how | feel about the proposed closing of the

Pontiac Correctional Center. As a lifelong resident of Pontiac (65 yrs.) and doing
business as an automobile salesman for the last 40 years | can tell you what this
action has already done to our local economy. | have seen numerous economic
downturns through the years, but nothing even close to what has occurred in the
last 3 months. The sad thing is that it is only going to get worse if the PCC
closes.

| recently reached retirement age, but decided to continue working at a job |
love for at least 5 more years, quite possibly longer. However, with this latest turn
of events | may have to re-think my future plans and retire in the near future.
This will obviously affect my retirement income and future lifestyle. With my
income going down, the state will not be getting nearly as much tax revenue from
me. While one person won't make a huge dent in the state's revenue, I'm sure |
won't be the only person taking this route.

| also will more than likely leave lllinois for another state where property and
income taxes are lower. The state of lllinois will lose out completely in that event.
I do not want to do any of these things, however if the economy in this area takes
the plunge that | anticipate, | will have no choice.

| have always believed that | lived in a society where our elected legislature
made decisions. While | have not always agreed with everything that occurred in
Springfield, | understand they can't always please everyone. But in this case |
understand the legisiature appropriated money to keep PCC funded for the
current fiscal year and 1 man made the decision to close the institution. | guess
our representative form of government is a thing of the past.

Please do all you can to keep the Pontiac Correctional Center open and
serving the state of lllinois. You will also restore my faith in our democratic
system.

Sincerely,



James M. Legg
319 S. MIlI St
Pontiac, || 61764
B315-844-3320

Senator Jeff Schoenberg Co-Chairmap
Representative Rich Myers Co-Ch |F5}r{;
Commission on Government

Forecasting and Accountabilty
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, Il. 62706

8/22/2008

Dear Sirs;

| am writing to tell you how | feel about the proposed closing of the

Pontiac Correctional Center. As a lifelong resident of Pontiac (65 yrs.) and doing
business as an automobile salesman for the last 40 years | can tell you what this
action has already done to our local economy. | have seen numerous economic
downturns through the years, but nothing even close to what has occurred in the
last 3 months. The sad thing is that it is only going to get worse if the PCC
closes.

| recently reached retirement age, but decided to continue working at a job |
love for at least 5 more years, quite possibly longer. However, with this latest turn
of events | may have to re-think my future plans and retire in the near future.
This will obviously affect my retirement income and future lifestyle. With my
income going down, the state will not be getting nearly as much tax revenue from
me. While one person won't make a huge dent in the state's revenue, I'm sure |
won't be the only person taking this route.

| also will more than likely leave lllinois for another state where property and
income taxes are lower. The state of lllinois will lose out completely in that event.
| do not want to do any of these things, however if the economy in this area takes
the plunge that | anticipate, | will have no choice.

| have always believed that | lived in a society where our elected legislature
made decisions. While | have not always agreed with everything that occurred in
Springfield, | understand they can't always please everyone. But in this case |
understand the legislature appropriated money to keep PCC funded for the
current fiscal year and 1 man made the decision to close the institution. | guess
our representative form of government is a thing of the past.

Please do all you can to keep the Pontiac Correctional Center open and
serving the state of lllinois. You will also restore my faith in our democratic
system.

Sincerely,



Terry S. McCoy
405 W. Lowell Avenue
‘ Pontiac, Illinois 61764

ECEIVE
AUG 2 6 yypg

August 22, 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability '

703 Stratton Office Building CGF A
Springfield, lllinois 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg:

[ attended the Public Hearing concerning the closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center
and want to compliment you on the way you conducted this hearing. It was particularly
satisfying to see that our Legislators are as frustrated with this situation as the public is.

[ live close to the PCC and have another concern that was not discussed at the Hearing.
If, God forbid, this insanity is not stopped and the PCC is in fact closed, what will happen
to the vacant buildings sitting in the middle of our town?

Is there a plan to maintain these empty buildings (ex. lawn maintenance, continued
heating, general upkeep, etc.) so that they do not become “eyesores,” reducing everyone’s

property values?

Have funds been allotted to perform the above maintenance indefinitely, not just for the
next year or so?

Or is the plan to demolish all of these buildings and build a State Park?

WHAT IS THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS PLAN FOR THIS
ABANDONED FACILITY?

Since the Governor’s decision to close Pontiac was made so quickly, I suspect there is no
plan. I think the Governor and the Department of Corrections owe the public answers to
these questions.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Sincerely,

Terry S. McCoy
cc: Senator Dan utherford, 320 N. Plum Street, Pontiac, Illinois 61764



Terry S. McCoy
405 W. Lowell Avenue
Pontiac, Illinois 61764

EGCEIVE
Representative Rich Myers, Co-Chairman
Commission on Government AUG 2 b 08
Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, Illinois 62706 CGFA

August 22, 2008

Dear Representative Myers:

I attended the Public Hearing concerning the closing of the Pontiac Correctional Center
and want to compliment you on the way you conducted this hearing. It was particularly
satisfying to see that our Legislators are as frustrated with this situation as the public is.

I'live close to the PCC and have another concern that was not discussed at the Hearing,.
If, God forbid, this insanity is not stopped and the PCC is in fact closed, what will happen
to the vacant buildings sitting in the middle of our town?

Is there a plan to maintain these empty buildings (ex. lawn maintenance, continued
heating, general upkeep, etc.) so that they do not become “eyesotres,” reducing everyone’s

property values?

Have funds been allotted to perform the above maintenance indefinitely, not just for the
next year or so?

Or is the plan to demolish all of these buildings and build a State Park?

WHAT IS THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS PLAN FOR THIS
ABANDONED FACILITY?

Since the Governor’s decision to close Pontiac was made so quickly, I suspect there is no

plan. I think the Governor and the Department of Corrections owe the public answers to
these questions.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Sincerely,

Terry S. McCoy
cc: Senator Dan Rutherford, 320 N. Plum Street, Pontiac, Illinois 61764



Sylviaw L. Bashore

44 Redwood Manor
Pontiac, IL 61764

ECEIVE

AUG 2 6 2008

Senator Jeff Schoenberg,
Representative Rich Myers
Commission on Government
Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Building
Springfield, IL. 62706 C GF A
Gentlemen:

I was unable to attend the hearing on Tuesday, however, I did listen to a great part of it on the radio.

First I want to say that I am opposed to the fact that one man has so much power - and politics aside - it just
does not seem right or fair that one man - no committee, no group, not the senate or house that the people
elect - one man has that power.

The prison closing will not affect me financially. Iam retired and have retirement incore. 1live ina
mobile home and assessed value and taxes are not affected. My lot rent could increase. If a restaurant
closes there is another one, if a beauty salon closes, there will be somebody to cut my hair, there will always
be a grocery store.

This is not true of my family. My daughter recently purchased a business that is already feeling the effects
of this event. Vacations are being cancelled or postponed. Who can go on a vacation and have a good time
with the threat of a job loss looming in the background? Also she and my son both own homes which will
see loss of equity.

I feel the depression in the community. This town fought the flood because they could come together and
help each other. The town and the entire area are trying to come together to fight this threat but when
common sense leaves and a decision of this magnitude gets personal how can you fight it.

A little boy can pick up his marbles and go home - if they still play marbles - and he only hurts himself and
his friend. This is so much bigger.

1 understand the need for money for education but throwing money at a problem does not always fix it. If
the governor goes ahead with his plan to destroy this community ~ will he take credit for giving a few more
dollars to education, and will he take credit for the lives he ruins - the suicides, the domestic violence. the
child abuse.

I doubt anybody will ever read this letter but it made me feel better to write it.

Sincerely,

j\g\\m - Bl

Sylvia'L. Bashore



JOAN BULL
REALTY |

Incorporated
112 W. Tremont
Odell, IL 60460

Thursday, August 21, 2008
Gentlemen,

I thank you so much for well-conducted meeting at Pontiac High School last
evening.

The closing of the Prison will be a disaster to the entire county but especially
Pontiac. I sell Real Estate throughout the county but Pontiac and Odell is 90%
of my sales. I am 58 years old; I started my business in 2000. I have sold
plenty of houses to folks that work at the prison. Right now these peoples lives
are on hold along with everyone else in our communities. I do not know what
this will do to my business. I am sure I will do at least less than 50% of what I
do now. If that is the case I will close my office because I can't pay the
overhead. My children and grandchildren all live in the area and it will affect
them and my relationship with them. Fortunately I will be better off than most
and my plea is for my children, grandchildren and the community. Just think of
the dollars and cents and it doesnt make sense. Qur Governor is doing this for
personal reasons and for 1 man to have that much power is wrong. When this is
over good bad in between I will be one of the first people in the state of Illinois
to make sure that a panel such as yours makes that decision not back to one
man or woman. Thank goodness we have COCFA or our state would be ruined
for sure.

Thank you and I know you will do the right thing for the people of Hlinois.

R L 88 ol

Sincerely,

Joan Bullard

ECEIVE]

AUG 2 6 2008

CGFA
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Representative Rich Myers — Co-Chairman

| DECEIVE @w
Senator Jeff Schoenberg — Co-Chairman AUBUS :

Commission on Government i AUG 2 6 2008
Forecasting and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706 CGFA

Dear Sirs:

We are writing today on behalf of our optometric practice and our staff of eleven hard-working hourly
employees to voice our strong oppasition to the closing of the Pontiac Carrectional Center (PCC).

As a private practice, our patient base is comprised of the rank and file of a broad cross-section of area
patients. A substantial percentage of these patients are employed by PCC. An unknowable percent of
the rest are involved in some form of support for PCC and therefore depend an PCC for much of their
livelihood.

We have heard what the numbers are in terms of the economic impact ohourarea. The numbers are
meaningful to be sure, but what has to be visualized is what they mean in terms of how the average
Pontiac area business and its employees are affected.

From our immediate area of influence, our clinic, we can say that it would be very likely that our
proposed office expansion project will be scrapped. This will mean that revenue to local contractors and
their employees will be lost. It also means that we will not be able to bring on a new employee or two,
thereby denying a position to someone who truly needs a job. It remains to be seen whether we may
have to freeze wages or even lay off a current employee if PCC closes. It doesn’t need to be spelled out
the chain of lost income and buying power that spiral from our situation and that of other area
businesses that will be faced with the same prospects with which we are faced.

It also means that welfare ranks will swell in Pontiac and in our office as well. Tax revenues to the state
will suffer accordingly with the loss of practice revenues that occur with low weifare reimbursements. A
once proud, hard working community will bacome (as it has increasingly become in recent years due to
the regional and national economic slow down) a center for welfare and between-the-cracks poverty.

320 North Ladd Street . Pontlac, lllinois 61764 . Phone 815-842-4304 . Fax 815-844-5495
Www.visionsource-pontiac.com
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Rem A, PetriT, 0.D.
BRYAn M. SroLLEr, 0.D.

Vision Sourcel

What was particularly powerful to us was learning that a prospective new business for Pontiac, a largé
employer we understand, decided not to come to Pontiac because of the possibility of PCC’s closure.
Will other site-seeking businesses be deterred as well? What this speaks to is the fact that PCC’s closure
will not only cause the immediate impact at the epicenter of Pontiac’s economic well-being, but have a
ripple effect that will linger for the foreseeable future. Pontiac will become a depressed area for years.

We ask that you consider the plight of a hard-working community and its good people. It doesn’t have
1o be this way. '

Sincerely,

The Doctors and Staff of Family Eye Care of Pontiac, LLC
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320 North Ladd Street . Pontiac, lllinois 61764 . Phone 815-842-4304 . Fax 815-844-5495
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August 25, 2008

Senator Jeffrey Schoenberg, Co-Chairman . j) ECEI VE
Representative Richard Myers, Co-Chairman ‘

Commission of Government Forecasting and Accountability Lﬂli
703 Stratton Office Building | AUG 2 6 2008
CGFA

Springfield, IL 62706

RE: Proposed Closure of Pontiac Correctional Center

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Commission:

Thank you aqain for giving me the opportunity to give testimony before you at the
public hearing Auqust 20, 2008, and for carefully considering all the information provided
to you reqarding the planned closure of Pontiac Correctional Center. | commend you for
requesting revised economic impact numbers as soon as you realized how unrealistic the
original report was. | also appreciate your holding the Department’s feet to the fire over the
specifics of their report.

Enclosed please find copies of the relevant pages | located on the lllinois Comptroller's
website showing the 7.5 million doliars paid annually by the lllinois Department of
Corrections to the Cook County Temporary Housing Authority, as | stated in my testimony.
This amount has been paid each fiscal year beginning with fiscal year 2004. To date | have
found records of payments totaling 37.5 million dollars, and the same amount has been
budgeted for FY'09. As [ stated at the hearing, these payments are in addition to the money
paid for the Juvenile Boot Camp. While | don't know how this information factors into the
big picture for Pontiac, | could not allow the false impression to linger that IDOC paid no
other money to Cook County, especially after Senator Radogno’s pointed questioning on
this subject.



The testimony | gave at the hearing about living and shopping in lowa was based upon
previous conversations with several of my fellow employees, in addition to my own feelings.
Since the night of the hearing | have had at least fifty more cortectional officers, most of
whom were on duty at Pontiac Correctional Center during the hearing and listened to the
proceedings on the radio, thank me for expressing for them what they most wanted the
commission members to hear. While we are committed to our jobs, we feel like pawns on a
chessboard, and will take the opportunity to do what we can to move off the chessboard and
out of reach of the chess master.

The evidence presented at the hearing seems to clearly indicate that the economic loss
to Central lllinois caused by the closure of Pontiac Correctional Center will far outweigh any
potential economic boost to Northwest Illinois by opening Thomson Correctional Center.
[t seems obvious that, fiscally speaking, the planned closure of Pontiac in order to open
Thomson is not in the best interest of the State of llinois.

I was born and raised in Livingston County north of Pontiac, lllinois. Until moving
into Evenglow Lodge (nursing home) 2 years ago, my grandmother, now 97, lived in a house
two blocks from the prison for 30 years. | vividly remember coming back from journalism
camp at Ball State University on July 28, 1978 and seeing the black smoke rising above the
town from the fires at the prison. My parents were scheduled to attend a class reunion that
night with one of the officers killed during the riot.

| began working in the law library at Pontiac Correctional Center in 1984, after
attending the University of lllinois for four years. Six years ago | transferred back to Pontiac
Correctional Center after working 2 years in the library of the juvenile correctional center in
Joliet and 13 years helping defend the Department aqainst inmate lawsuits at Stateville
Correctional Center. After years of apartment living, 1 finally bought my first house and
settled down to continue my work in litigation for the Department until | retired.

| am committed to my job with the Department and have been told | do it well. |
frequently work up to 55 hours over 6 days per week without any additional compensation.
If Pontiac Correctional Center closes, | will continue to do my job, probably either at
Stateville Correctional Center or Thomson Cortectional Center. If I'm at Stateville, 1 will face
relocation or 3 commute of at least two hours 3 day. If | have to transfer to Thomson, | will
be forced to try to sell my house in a ‘ousy housing market in an area suddenly filled with
homes for sale.

| am not a spoiled brat whining becguse I'm not getting my way, nor am 1 do-nothing
state employee. All | want is not to be jerked out of my job, out of my home, away from
my family and out of my life just because | live in an area whose elected representatives
belong to a different political party than the Governor and who refuse to rubber stamp his



plans. The initial plan to close Pontiac in order to open Thomson was ill-conceived and
based on fuzzy numbers to try to make the math work out. When those numbers are
adjusted for reality, it is obvious that the state will lose $20 to $30 million per year. Those
numbers are much larger than any anticipated savings the Department stands to realize from
the operation of the much mote efficient Thomson Correctional Center.

Please do not allow this flawed plan to proceed. Do not close Pontiac Correctional
Center. Thank you for considering what I and my neighbors, friends, co-workers and fellow
citizens of Central lllinois have to say.

Sincerely,
Michelle Clark

Enclosures



Payments Made to Cook County from Corrections

FY 08 $9,000,000.00
FY 07 $9,000,000.00
FY 06 $8,750,000.00
FY 05 $8,500,000.00
FY 04 $8,500,000.00
FY 03 $0

TOTAL $43,750,000.00

Temporary Detention Center
1100 S. Hamilton Avenue
Chicago, IL

$7,500,000.00/FY for FY04-FY08

Cook Co Sheriff's Boot Camp
2801 South Rockwell Ave
Chicago, IL

$1,500,000/FY for FYO7-FY08

BootCamp ATTN John Robinson

Richard J Daley Ctr Room 704

Chicago, IL

$1,250,000/FY06 + $1,000,000.00/FY for FY04-FY05

TOTAL

$37,500,000.00

$3,000,000.00

$3,250,000.00

$43,750,000.00
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Contract Anaiysis for COOK COUNTY OF Sorry, ne contribution information available.

All contracts since FY 2003 in descending order.

Agency FY Contract Amount
Fiscal Year 2008

IL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT 2008 588/805UASICOOK $20,748,594.78
AGCY

COOK COUNTY

OF 69 WEST WASHINGTON, 5TH FLOGOR

CHICAGO , L, 60602-3136

IL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT 2008 588/B07UASICOOK  $16,547,999.00
AGCY

COOK COUNTY 69 WEST WASHINGTON ST STE 2610
CHICAGO | IL, 60602

COMMERCE AND

ECONOMIC 2008  420/80007681007  514,041,100.00
OPPORTUN
COOK COUNTY PRESIDENT'S OFC OF EMPL & TRNG
COUNTY 69 W WASHINGTON ST STE 2860

CHICAGQ , 1L, 60602-3046

HEALTHCARE &

FAMILY SERVICES 2008 478/88KCOK00004 $13,442,350.00

C/0 WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK ROOM 500
CHICAGO , 1L, 60602-1304

COOK COUNTY

L EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT 2008 588/806UASICOOK  $13,065,000.00
AGCY

COOK CNTY 69 W WASHINGTON 5T STE 2610
CHICAGO , L, 60602

httn-//www.onenbook illinoiscomptroller.com/getDetail.cfm7cp=%2A%28M%23%21D%5...  5/20/2008
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HUMAN SERVICES
COOK COUNTY

IL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT
AGCY

COOK COUNTY

TRANSPORTATION
COOK COUNTY

HEALTHCARE &
FAMILY SERVICES

COOK COUNTY
CORRECTIONS
COOK COUNTY

COMMERCE AND
ECONOMIC
OPPORTUN

COOK COUNTY
COUNTY

TRANSPORTATION
COOK COUNTY

HEALTHCARE &
FAMILY SERVICES

COOK COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH
COOK COUNTY
PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

HEALTHCARE &

httn-/Awww onenbook illinoiscomptroller.com/getDetail.cfm?ep=%2A%28M%23%2D%5...

2008  444/811G8131000  $11,211,000.00

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
1010 LAKE ST STE 300
QAK PARK , L, 60301

2008 588/804CO0KUASI  59,164,452.02

69 WEST WASHINGTON ST STE 2610
CHICAGO , iL, 60602

2008  494/8000AL08279  $8,487,006.00

HIGHWAY DEPT
69 W WASHINGTON
CHICAGO | 1L, 60602

2008 478/88KCOKDO00Z  $8,226,204.00

%WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK ROOM 500
CHICAGD , IL, 60602-1304

2008 426/80000108036  $7,500,000.00

TEMPORARY DETENTION CENTER
1100 S HAMILTON AVENUE
CHICAGO , IL, 60612-4207

2008 420/80006681007  $7,096,326.48

PRESIDENT'S OFC OF EMPL & TRNG
69 W WASHINGTON ST STE 2860
CHICAGO , 1L, 60602-3046

2008 494/8000ALO7147  §5,515,708.00

HIGHWAY DEPT
69 W WASHINGTON
CHICAGO , IL, 60602

2008 478/88KCOKO0003  $3,263,583.00

%WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK ROOM 500
CHICAGO , IL, 60602-1304

2008  482/80085080017  $2,061,594.00

COOK COUNTY DEPT/PUB HEALTH
1010 LAKE STREET SUITE 300
OAK PARK , IL, 60301-1133

2008 482/80087181016  $1,837,007.00
COOK COUNTY DEPT/PUB HEALTH

1010 LAKE STREET SUITE 300
OAK PARK , 1L, 60301-1133

Page 2 ot 82
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FAMILY SERVICES

COOK COUNTY

CORRECTIONS

COOK COUNTY

TRANSPORTATION

COOK COUNTY

HUMAN SERVICES

COOK COUNTY

TRANSPORTATION

COOK COUNTY

IL CRIMINAL
JUSTICE INFO
AUTH

COOK COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

iL CRIMINAL
JUSTICE INFO
AUTH

COOK COUNTY

ATTORNEY
GENERAL

2008 478/88BKCOKO0001  $1,785,267.00

%WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK ROOM 500
CHICAGO , iL, 60602-1304

2008 426/80000108025  $1,500,000.00

COOK CO SHERIFFS BOOT CAMP
2801 SOUTH ROCKWELL AVE
CHICAGO , IL, 60608-5723

2008 494/8000AL06244  $1,500,000.00

HIGHWAY DEPT
69 W WASHINGTON
CHICAGO , IL, 60602

2008 444/811G8129000  $1,407,040.63

JOHN H STROGER JR HOSP/DIR OFF
1901 W HARRISON 5TH FL EAST
CHICAGOG | IL, 60612

2008  494/8000AL07373  $1,360,000.00

HIGHWAY DEPT
69 W WASHINGTCON
CHICAGO , 1L, 60602

2008 546/80JAG405289  $880,000.00

SA OFFICE ATTN R BALCARCEL
69 WEST WASHINGTON SUITE 3200
CHICAGO , IL, 60602-3174

2008 482/80083281016 $774,322.00

COOK COUNTY DEPT/PUB HEALTH
1010 LAKE STREET SUITE 300
OAK PARK , IL, 60301-1133

2008  482/80075730891 $679,830.00

COOK COUNTY DEPT/PUB HEALTH
1010 LAKE STREET SUITE 300
OAK PARK , IL, 60301-1133

2008 482/80085780645 $679,000.00

COOK COUNTY DEPT/PUB HEALTH
1010 LAKE STREET SUITE 300
QAK PARK , IL, 60301-1133

2008 546/80AWL606010  $500,000.00

SA OFFICE ATTN R BALCARCEL
69 WEST WASHINGTON, SUITE 3200
CHICAGO , IL, 60602-3174

2008 340/833CCOOK007  5459,073.40

http://www.openbook illinoiscomptroller.com/getDetail.cfm?cp=%2 A%28M%23%2D%5. .
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C/0 WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK ROOM 500
CHICAGO , IL, 60602-1304

COOK COUNTY

IL EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT 2007 588/706UASICOOK  $13,065,000.00
AGCY

COOK COUNTY 69 WEST WASHINGTON ST STE 2610
CHICAGO , IL, 60602

HUMAN SERVICES 2007 444/711G7131000  $10,919,418.00

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH
1010 LAKE ST STE 300
CAK PARK | IL, 60301

COOK COUNTY

COMMERCE AND

ECONOMIC 2007  420/70005681007  $9,045,133.49
OPPORTUN
COOK COUNTY PRESIDENT'S OFC OF EMPL & TRNG
COUNTY 69 W WASHINGTON ST STE 2860

CHICAGO , 1L, 60602-3046

HEALTHCARE &

FAMILY SERVICES 2007 478/76KCOKO0002  $8,226,204.00

C/Q WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK ROOM 500
CHICAGO | IL, 60602-1304

COOK COUNTY

COMMERCE AND

ECONOMIC 2007 420/70006681007  $8,182,866.52
OPPORTUN
COOK COUNTY PRESIDENT'S OFC OF EMPL & TRNG
COUNTY 69 W WASHINGTON ST STE 2860

CHICAGO , IL, 60602-3046
CORRECTIONS 2007  426/70000104010  $7,500,000.00

TEMPORARY DETENTION CENTER
1100 S HAMILTON AVENUE
CHICAGO , IL, 60612-4207

TRANSPORTATION 2007 494/7000AL07147  $5,515,708.00

COOK COUNTY

HIGHWAY DEPT
69 W WASHINGTON
CHICAGO , 1L, 60602

TRANSPORTATION 2007 494/7000AL06244  $3,500,000.00

COOK COUNTY

HIGHWAY DEPT
69 W WASHINGTON
CHICAGO, IL, 60602

COOK COUNTY

HEALTHCARE &

EAMILY SERVICES 2007 478/76KCOKO0003  $3,263,583.00

C/0 WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK ROOM 500
CHICAGO , 1L, 60602-1304

COOK COUNTY

httn-/www anenhoolk illinoiscomntroller com/eetDetail cofm?en=%2 A%28M%23%2D%S . 5/20/2008
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PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

HEALTHCARE &
FAMILY SERVICES

COOK COUNTY

CORRECTIONS

COOK COUNTY

REVENUE

COOK COUNTY
ASSESSOR

TRANSPORTATION

COOK COUNTY

HUMAN SERVICES

COOK COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

IL CRIMINAL
JUSTICE INFO
AUTH

COOK COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH

COOK COUNTY

PUBLIC HEALTH

2007  482/70075080017  $2,061,594.00

COOK COQUNTY DEPT/PUB HEALTH
1010 LAKE STREET SUITE 300
OAK PARK | 1L, 60301-1133

2007 478/76KCOKO000T  $1,785,267.00

C/0 WALTER KNORR COMPTROLLER
118 N CLARK RCOM 500
CHICAGO , IL, 60602-1304

2007 426/70000907013  $1,500,000.00

COOK CO SHERIFF'S BOOT CAMP
2801 SOUTH ROCKWELL AVE
CHICAGO , IL, 60608-5723

2007 492/70000000701  $1,500,000.00

C/0 JAMES M HOULIHAN
118 N CLARK STREET
C