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AGENDA 
Purpose:  State Facility Closure Act Hearing:  

Illinois Department of Corrections, Pontiac Correctional Center Closure 
August 20, 2008; 5:00 pm, Pontiac Township High School, 1100 Indiana Ave,. Pontiac, 

Illinois 
 

I. Call to Order by Commission Co-Chairmen:  
Senator Jeffrey Schoenberg   /   Representative Richard Myers 

 
II.  Illinois Department of Corrections:   

 1.  Director Roger E. Walker Jr. 
 
III.  Elected Officials:   

1.  State Senator Dan Rutherford 
2.  State Senator Gary Dahl  
3.  State Representative Shane Cultra 
4.  State Representative Keith Sommer 
5.  State Representative Jim Sacia 
6.  City of Pontiac Mayor Scott McCoy 
             a.  Alderman Frank Panno 
             b.  Alderman William Kallas 
             c.  Alderman John McGlasson 
             d.  Alderman Robert Russell 
             e.  Alderman Donovan Gardner 
             f.   Alderman Brian Gabor 
             g.  Alderman Curt Myers 
             h.  Alderman Matt Stock 
             i.   Alderwoman Kelly Eckhoff 
             j.   Alderman Mike Stalter 
             k.  City Administrator Robert Karls 
7.  Village of Thomson President (Mayor) Duke Knebeler 
8.  City of Savanna Mayor Bill Lease 
9.  Livingston County Mayor’s Association President Mike Stoecklin 
 a.  City of Eureka Mayor Scott Punke 
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 b.  City of Minonk William Koos 
 c.  City of Flanagan Mayor Scott Knight 
 d.  City of Forrest Mayor Jim Gulliford-Record of Appearance 
 e.  City of Gibson City Mayor Dan Dickey-Record of Appearance 
 f.  City of Dwight Mayor Jim Mixen-Record of Appearance 
 g.  City of Washington Mayor Gary Manier-Record of Appearance 

 
IV.   County Officials: 

1. Livingston County Board Chairman Bill Flott 
2. Livingston County Mental Health Dept. Executive Director Carol Flessner 
3. Livingston County Sheriff’s Department Chief Deputy Ken White 
4. Livingston County State’s Attorney Tom Brown 
5. Livingston County Board Finance Chairperson Dee Woodburn 
6. Carroll County Board Member Gerald Barb 

 
V. Economic Impact Analysis:  
                  1.  Illinois Institute of Rural Affairs, Robin Hanna 

 
VI. Employee Organizations: 
 1.  AFSCME                  
 a.  Council 31, Local 494 President Danny Jarrett and Joe Pluger 
                  b.  Executive Director Henry Bayer 
 c.  Members Kevin Delong; Mary Eggelston; Larry Deatherage 
 
 2.  Fraternal Order of Police 
 a.  F.O.P. Illinois Corrections Lodge 263 President Jim Simmons 
 
VII.  Chambers of Commerce / Economic Development Organizations: 

1. Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce, Chief Executive Officer Cheri Lambert 
2. Pontiac Area Chamber of Commerce, Chairman Terry Sullivan 
3. McLean County Chamber of Commerce, Ryan Whitehouse 
4. Streator Chamber of Commerce, Mike Neuenkirchen 
5. Greater Livingston County Economic Development Council Mike Stoecklin 
 

VIII.  Businesses: 
1. Livingston County Bankers Association, Wayne Taylor (Bank of Pontiac) 
2. Livingston County Board of Realtors, Mary Stock and Bill Barrett 
3. Illinois American Water, President Karla Olson-Teasley and Governmental 

Affairs Director Tim Leahy 
4. Jo Carroll Energy, Russ Simpson 
5. Carroll County Prison Focus Group Chairman Tomas Kocal 
6. Lawrence Bruckner, Thomson businessman 

 
IX.    Health Care: 

1. OSF Saint James Medical Center, David Ochs 
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2. OSF Family Medical Physician and President of OSF Medical Staff, Heather 
Schweizer, M.D.  

3. Vice President of OSF Saint James, Teresa Grant-Quick  
4. President of OSF Saint James, Tom Kahle  
5. President of OSF Saint James Auxiliary Marilyn Oelschlager 
6. Vice President of Human Resources and Organizational Development, Ken 

Beutke 
  
X.   Education: 

1. Pontiac Township High School, Leo Johnson 
2. Pontiac District #429 Pontiac, Steve Graham 
3. Regional Superintendent of Schools, Mark Jontry 

 
XI.   Youth and Religious Organizations: 
                  1.  Pontiac Junior Football League, Ed Lewis 
                     2.  Flanagan School Basketball Coach, Kevin Edens 
                     3.  Pontiac Junior Football League, Frank Turner 
                     4.  Pontiac Area Ministerial Association (PAMA), Lon Alderman 
 
XII.     Employees & General Public Comments: 

1. Employees Per Witness Slips 
2. Restaurant Owner, Stephanie Delong 
3. County Market, Store Manager Greg BesGrove 
4. Former Chief Engineer at Pontiac Correctional Center, Bruce Koener 
5. Former Pontiac Correctional Center Warden, Lewis Lowery 

 
XIII.    Adjournment: 



 























 

 

President James Simmons 
FOP “Corrections Lodge” #263 
P.O. Box 3175 Joliet, IL  
 
 
Opposing of closing Pontiac Correctional 
Center: 
 
 
IDOC’s proposal: 
 
The projections that the doc has 
presented to this committee and the 
community reflect a bias opinion based on 
direct involvement with the current 
governor’s failures  to improve the state 
of Illinois fiscal situation. The doc fails 
to consider the great expense the 
relocating of these employees to other 
state institutions. The doc states in their 
report that 4 institutions are within 90 
minutes of Pontiac. However true this 
statement is the department fails to 
present the cost to the employee for an 
average of 30 minutes more of commuting 
at $4.00 a gallon for gas the yearly 
average for this additional mileage 
would cost the employee on average 2800-
3100 a year in gas alone. This does not 
include the wear and tear on the vehicle. 
IN ADDITION TO FORCE AN EMPLOYEE WHO HAS 
LIVED IN AND AROUND THIS COMMUNITY FOR 
MAY YEARS TO TAKE UP AND MOVE SO THAT 
THEY CAN STILL RETAIN EMPLOYMENT IS NOT 
ONLY UNPROFESSIONAL AS AN AGENCY IT IS 
ALSO DISRESPECTFUL TO THE COMMUNITY AS A 
WHOLE. THE ECONOMIC REPURCUSSIONS IN THIS 
AND THE SURRONDING COUNTIES WOULD BE 
CATASTROPHIC. 
 
Overtime: 
If the committee would please also 
investigate the average each institution 
throughout the state that overtime is 
being utilized at an out of control rate. 
Maximum security prisons due to the 



 

 

massive manpower that is needed alone foe 
specific security reasons. 19 million was 
the total for just one institution factor 
in the other institutions that would put 
the average for a fiscal at 34-36 million in 
just overtime compensation alone. If the 
doc was to address the understaffing 
that plagues each institution they would 
indeed not be sitting her complaining 
about no money to keep these critical 
institutions open.  
 
State parolee programs: 
The doc presents the findings that 
recidivism is on the decline and the 
programs that are designed to assist 
released offenders would assist in these 
measures to facilitate a logical reason to 
close Pontiac cc. the employees of the 
prisons in Illinois and the parole division 
can say with certainty that the 
department’s programs for released 
offenders are ineffective and mandating 
agents to send in early discharge 
requests  for parolees are ludicrous. 
Felons are sent to prison to rehabilitate 
but there are no programs in the prisons 
where they need to be. Why is that mr 
chairman? I respectfully request that 
before any state prison is even considered 
for closure an outside audit committee be 
appointed by the Illinois legislature to 
ascertain if the doc executive branch has 
efficiently utilized the funds that WERE 
ALLOCATED to deal with programs that are 
implemented in the institutions. If the 
department can produce legitimate 
records that indicate responsible 
spending THEN THEIR PROPOSALS MIGHT HAVE 
SOME LEVITY AND TRUTH. 
 
Quality of life: 
Probably the most troubling of CLOSING 
PONTIAC CC is that the doc does not 
include the additional time the employee 
would  have to sacrifice to commuting and 



 

 

most of all staff shortages where they 
are administratively mandated to work 
an additional 8 hour shift. Time away from 
family increases and the quality of life 
diminishes due to the break down in fabric 
of the employees homelife. The outcome a 
home that is not whole due to mom and dad 
being away for longer periods of time 
because it is more convenient to the doc. 
 
In closing: 
 
For the record the fraternal order of 
police Lodge #263 ALONG WITH THE STATE FOP 
LEADERS SEATED HERE WITH ME OPPOSE THE 
CLOSING OF PONTIAC CC AND RESPECTFULLY 
REQUEST THE COMMITTEE TO FIND THIS 
PROPOSAL BY THE DOC TO BE NOT IN 
COMPLIANCE  WITH THE COMMITTEE’S 
REQUESTS. 
 
 
Thank you chairman ladies and 
gentlemen!! 

 
 

9/4/2008 
 
 

Senator Dan Rutherford 
320 N Plum St. 
Pontiac, IL 61764 
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