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Support for Federal Acquisition of Thomson Correctional Center 
State 
Governor Pat Quinn (D-IL) 
Former Governor James R. Thompson (R-IL) 
Former Governor Jim Edgar (R-IL) 
Illinois State Senator Mike Jacobs (D-36th District) 
Illinois State Representative Mike Boland (D-71st District) 
Illinois State Representative Jim Sacia (R-89th District) 
Illinois State Representative Pat Verschoore (D-72nd District) 
Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police 
Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System 
Illinois Sheriff’s Associations 
Illinois State Police 
Illinois Department of Corrections 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency 
Illinois Office of Homeland Security 
Carroll County State’s Attorney Scott Brinkmeier   
Lee County State’s Attorney Henry S. Dixon 
Ogle County State’s Attorney John (Ben) Roe 
Whiteside County State’s Attorney Gary L. Spencer   
 
Federal 
Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL) 
Senator Roland Burris (D-IL) 
Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) 
Representative Phil Hare (D-IL) 
Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL) 
Representative Bruce Braley (D-IA) 
Abner J. Mikva, Member of U.S. Congress (D-IL), 1969-1973, 1975-1979; White House Counsel, 
Clinton administration; Chief Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit, 1979-1994  
Dan K. Webb, U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Illinois, 1981-1985 
Thomas P. Sullivan, U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Illinois, 1977-1981; Former Co-Chair of the 
Illinois Governor's Commission on Capital Punishment, 2000-2008 
 
Local 
Blackhawk Hills Resource Conservation and Development   
Boiler Makers Local 1 
Boiler Makers Local 60 
Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers Local 6 
Carpenters Local 790  
Carpenters Local 792 
Carroll County Board of Supervisors 
Carroll County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Committee  
Chadwick Village 
Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters 
Clinton City Council 
Dixon Area Chamber of Commerce  
Dixon City Council 
Elevator Constructors Local 132 
Elizabeth Village Board 
Freeport City Council 



Fulton City Council 
Galena City Council 
Glaziers Local 1355 
Greater Sterling Development Corporation 
Hanover Chamber of Commerce 
Hanover Village 
Heat & Frost Insulators Local 19 
IBEW Local 364  
IBEW Local 15 
Illinois Highway 30 Coalition  
Iron Workers Local 498 
Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority  
Laborers Local 32 
Laborers Local 727 
Laborers Local 1035 
Lanark City Council 
Lee County Industrial Development Association 
Milledgeville Village 
Millwrights Local 2158 
Mount Carroll City Council and Mayor 
Northwestern Illinois Building and Construction Trades Council 
Operating Engineers Local 150 
Painters District Council 
Painters’ & Drywall Finishers Local 502 
Painters’ & Drywall Finishers Local 607 
Painters’ & Drywall Finishers Local 676 
Plasters & Cement Masons Local 11 
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 23 
Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 25 
Quad City Chamber of Commerce 
Renew Moline 
Road Sprinkler Fitters Local 669 
Rock Island County Board 
Rockford City Council 
Roofers Local 11 
Sauk Valley Area Chamber of Commerce 
Sheet Metal Workers Local 91 
Sheet Metal Workers Local 219 
Stephenson County Board 
Stockton Village 
Teamsters Local 325 
Thomson Village Board of Trustees 
Tri-City Building Trades 
Tri-County Economic Development Alliance 
International Union of Painters and Allied Trades District Council Local 30 
Western Illinois University 
Whiteside County Board 
Whiteside County Economic Development & Enterprise Zone 
 
 
 



 
Supportive Editorials 
Bloomington Pantagraph, Editorial: Sell Prison to Feds to Hold Gitmo Detainees (Nov. 17) 
Chicago Tribune, Editorial: Take a Deep Breath (Dec. 16) 
Chicago Tribune, Editorial: Gitmo, Illinois (Nov. 17) 
Chicago Sun Times, Editorial: Quinn right to back Thomson (Dec. 16) 
Chicago Sun Times, Editorial: Don’t Let Fear Decide Fate of Gitmo Inmates (Nov. 17) 
Daily Herald, Editorial: Get Politics Out of Prison Discussion (Nov. 18) 
Decatur Herald & Review, Editorial: Prison Sale Doesn't Deserve Fear Mongering (Dec. 20) 
Decatur Herald & Review, Editorial: State Should Sell Thomson Prison (Nov. 17) 
Dispatch/Rock Island Argus, Editorial: Yes to Federal Prisoners (Nov. 16) 
Freeport Journal-Standard, Editorial: Playing Politics with Thomson (Nov. 17) 
Jacksonville Journal-Courier, Editorial: Transfer of Terror Suspects Holds Potential Benefits (Nov. 19) 
Mattoon Journal Gazette/Charleston Times-Courier, Editorial:  Let Thomson House Gitmo Prisoners (Nov. 24) 
Peoria Journal-Star, Editorial: Giving Thomson a Use, at Long Last (Nov. 18) 
Rockford Register Star, Editorial: Thomson Plan Worthy of Support, Not Risky for Area (Dec. 17) 
Rockford Register Star, Editorial: It Makes Sense for Thomson to House Gitmo Prisoners (Nov. 16) 
Sauk Valley Newspapers, Editorial: Positives Outweigh Negatives for Thomson (Nov. 21) 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Editorial:  Scare Mongering About Trials, Prison is Cynical Partisanship (Nov. 17) 
State Journal-Register, Editorial: Closing Guantanamo Right Thing to Do (Dec. 20) 
State Journal-Register, Editorial: Hysteria Over Thomson Idea Way Off Base (Nov. 18) 
Quad City Times, Editorial: Facts Make Strong Case for Thomson: Let Feds Do What Illinois Would Not (Nov. 
29) 
Quad City Times, Editorial: Three Questions for Thomson (Nov. 17) 
Quincy Herald-Whig, Editorial: Using Federal Prison Again Makes Sense (Nov. 28) 
 
Supportive Columns and Others 
Chicago Tribune, Steve Chapman, Terrorists in the Heartland? Chill (Dec. 17) 
Chicago Tribune, Eric Zorn, GOP Now the Party of “Noooooooooo!” (Nov. 20) 
Chicago Tribune, Steve Chapman, Gitmo Prisoners?  Bring ‘Em On (Nov. 16) 
Crain’s Chicago Business, Greg Hinz, Lots of GOP Hot Air in “Illinois Gitmo” Debate (Nov. 16) 
Daily Herald, Editorial: Get Politics Out of Prison Discussion (Nov. 18) 
Galesburg Register-Mail, Roundtable: Bring Gitmo Prisoners to Illinois? (Nov. 22) 
Rockford Register Star, Chuck Sweeny, Manzullo Wrong about Thomson Prison Threat (Nov. 20) 
Southtown Star, Phil Kadner, High Noon in Illinois, and GOP wants to run (Dec. 17) 
Southtown Star, Phil Kadner, Illinois Can Handle Gitmo Detainees (Nov. 18) 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Pat Gauen, What’s All the Fuss about Holding Terrorist Detainees in Illinois? (Nov. 
19) 
 
Letter from prominent conservatives David Keene, Grover Norquist, Bob Barr, Philip Giraldi, Doug Bandow, 
Michael Ostrolenk, and John Whitehead 
 
 
 
 

 















































 
 

Jo-Carroll Depot 
Local Redevelopment Authority 

3651 Crim Drive, Suite 1, Savanna Depot Park, Savanna, Illinois 61074 
(815) 273-4371  Fax (815) 273-4312  execdir@lrasavannail.us 

 
November 23, 2009 
 
Office of the Governor  
207 State House  
Springfield, IL 62706 
 
Dear Governor Quinn: 
 
The Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority supports the acquisition of the Thomson 
Correctional Center by the Bureau of Prisons and the lease of the prison to the Department of 
Defense to house detainees.  
 
The acquisition would bring federal funding full circle. The prison was proposed for construction 
at the Savanna Army Depot by then-Gov. Jim Edgar in April 1998 to replace jobs lost when the 
base closed. The base was selected for closure in 1995 when the installation employed 
approximately 425 people, down from the more than 7,000 during WWII.  
 
Gov. Edgar reassigned the prison to Thomson in July 1998. The depot closed in March 2000.. 
The opportunity to fully utilize this prison and again have a substantial influx of federal funds 
into the region’s economy--an estimated $790 million to $1.09 billion over the first four years—
is a must for the region affected by the base closure. 
 
There were risks associated when the then-open Depot was the nation’s largest ordnance depot, 
when it housed a unit of Italian POWs during WWII and when it was used to store nuclear 
weapons in the 1960s and 1970s. The region was willing, and for the most part, proud to support 
the national security/war efforts then. It would be proud to join forces with the Bureau of Prisons 
and Department of Defense to assure national security today. It is proud to have a US Senator 
and a Governor who understand the economic needs of this region and are willing to implement 
a plan to help meet the needs of people in this state and nation. Please rest assured that you have 
the support of the Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority for the sale of the Thomson 
prison to the Bureau of Prisons and subsequent lease to the Department of Defense. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
Diane M. Komiskey 
Executive Director 
 
Cc: Theresa Kurtenbach, Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

 
Our goal:  Provide economic growth, create quality employment; improve property values. 

www.lrasavannail.us 
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 Jo-Carroll Depot 

Local Redevelopment Authority
3651 Crim Drive, Suite 1, Savanna Depot Park, Savanna, Illinois 61074

(815) 273-4371  Fax (815) 273-4312  execdir@LRAsavannail.us
www.LRAsavannail.us

 
December 22, 2009

Hearing on the Closure of the Thomson Correctional Center
Held by the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability

Testimony
 

My name is Diane M. Komiskey. I am the executive director of the Jo-Carroll Depot Local 
Redevelopment Authority, the “LRA.” The eight-man LRA Board was created by Jo Daviess and 
Carroll counties. The LRA is the federally recognized agency with the authority to receive from 
the Army nearly 3,000 acres now known as the Savanna Depot Park at the former 13,062-acre 
Savanna Army Depot. The LRA is responsible for overseeing and implementing reuse of the 
Savanna Depot Park for economic development purposes.
 
The Savanna Depot Park is in a rural area of the two counties, 20 miles north of the Thomson 
Correctional Center. At its peak during WWII, the Depot employed 7,195 workers. In the 1950s, 
it was the largest ordnance depot in the nation. From 1961-1975, it housed nuclear weapons. 
Workers handled, processed, and stored munitions, explosives and industrial chemicals. They 
loaded artillery shells, conventional and special lightweight bombs and renovated, demolished 
and disposed of munitions components. Conservatively, 250 students per year from the U.S. and 
foreign countries received technical training at the Depot. 
 
Were risks associated with work at the Depot on behalf of the nation’s defense? Absolutely. Were 
the people of northwest Illinois afraid to take those risks? Absolutely not. The soldiers and 
civilians I’ve met speak with overwhelming pride in having contributed at the Savanna Army 
Depot to national security.
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The Depot’s mission ended March 18, 2000. Why? In 1995, the Base Realignment and Closure 
Commission selected the Savanna Army Depot Activity for closure. The Depot then provided 
423 jobs and had an annual payroll of $16 million. The direct and indirect economic activity was 
estimated at $35.5 million annually.
 
Ideas blossomed for reusing the Depot. The LRA sought an anchor tenant to spur redevelopment. 
 
Then-Governor Jim Edgar in April 1998 chose the Depot as the site for a maximum security 
prison. The 450 state employees were to replace the federal jobs lost when the base closed. 
However, in late July 1998, the Governor bowed to pressure to construct the prison at Thomson. 
 
Since then, disappointment has followed disappointment. In the absence of the prison as an 
anchor tenant, reuse of the installation has been hindered by the pace of environmental cleanup, 
challenged by the Depot’s rural location and impeded by bureaucracy. An enterprise zone, 
foreign trade zone and HUBZone help. The existence of a shortline railroad and spur on the 
BNSF Railway are significant. 
 
Today, nearly 15 years after it was selected for closure and nearly 10 years after it closed, with 
more than 80 percent of the property under contract, only 35 percent of the 3,000 acres have been 
conveyed to the LRA so it can sell that property at below-market rates to stimulate economic 
development. In November, 55 full-time jobs were held at the Depot.
 
The Thomson Correctional Center has been a good neighbor to the LRA. Minimum-security unit 
work crews have helped maintain and improve property marketed by the LRA in the Savanna 
Depot Park. It would have been wonderful if that relationship could have continued.
 
It would have been wonderful if AFSCME had joined northwest Illinois residents and their friend 
in Springfield, Rep. Jim Sacia, in our attempts to fully open the Thomson prison years ago. It 
would be wonderful if the state could afford to fully operate the prison and state jobs would be 
available for the good people who counted on them.
 
It would be wonderful if Illinois was not facing what The Pew Center on the States said is 
“among the worst budget gaps in the country.” It would be wonderful if the State could count on 
growing its way out of this budget shortfall with increased revenues from corporate income tax 
revenues.
 
This is the season of wonders, but reality plays Scrooge. Your November briefing substantiates 
what we who work in economic development in northwest Illinois know. Illinois businesses are 
struggling. Attracting new ones is challenging, especially in northwest Illinois with business 
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friendly Iowa nearby.
 
It would be wonderful if the General Assembly would make the state more attractive to 
businesses. If that happened today, it nevertheless would take years to fill the budget hole.
 
Illinois cannot afford to turn down the incredible opportunity being offered by President Obama. 
Whether the prison employs current residents or attracts younger people to the region, it’s a plus 
for northwest Illinois. Whether 100, 300 or 3,000 federal jobs are created by the Bureau of 
Prisons at Thomson, it’s a plus for northwest Illinois. Whether the Department of Defense has 
500, 1,000 or 1,500 people assigned to northwest Illinois for detainee-related work, it’s a plus for 
northwest Illinois.
 
Please, do as the LRA said in letters of support and a resolution: Sell the Thomson Correctional 
Center to the Bureau of Prisons. Open the door for the Department of Defense to lease a portion 
of the prison. Return to northwest Illinois the flow of federal funds that left the region with the 
closing of the Savanna Army Depot.
 
Thank you.

###
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State of Illinois
Before the County Board of Carroll County

Resolution No. _

A resolution in support of United States Federal Bureau of Prisons purchasing the
Thomson Correctional Center to operate a federal prison at said location.

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center was built and completed in 2001 as a
maximum security correctional facility to be operated by the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, the expected opening and full operation of the Thomson Correction Center by
the State of illinois was to provide jobs and economic development to Carroll County, illinois; and

WHEREAS, the Carroll County Board recognizes that Carroll County is in need of
economic growth and development and the opening and full operation of the Thomson Correctional
Center would help to stimulate economic growth and create jobs within Carroll County; and

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois, due to budgetary constraints and lack of adequate
funding, has been unable since 2001 to appropriate ample funds for the full operation of the
Thomson Correctional Center; and

WHEREAS, the United States Federal Bureau of Prisons has expressed an interest in
purchasing the Thomson Correctional Center to fully operate a federal prison at said location, thus
creating jobs for Carroll County and stimulating economic growth for Carroll County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF CARROLL
COUNTY that it supports the United States Federal Bureau of Prison purchasing the Thomson
Correction Center to operate a federal prison at said location.

Passed this 19th day of November, 2009 by the County Board of Carroll Counrf.

~~
State of Illinois )

) ss
County of Carroll )

I, Brian Woessner, County Clerk for Carroll County, State of Illinois, keeper of
the records and files thereof in accordance with law, do hereby certify the foregoing
resolution was passed by the Carroll County Board at it regular monthly meeting held
at Mt. Carroll, Illinois and the date aforesaid in accordance with law.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal at my office at Mt.
Carroll, illinois this 19th day of November, A.D. 2009.

()L~
Brian Woessner
Carroll County Clerk





























































































From: Rev. Barbara Stroud-Borth [doulos@frontiernet.net]
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2009 1:32 PM
To: webmastercgfa
Subject: Thomson Prison Proposal
 
                                                December 23, 2009
Dear Commissioners,
 
    I support the sale of the near empty Thomson Prison to the U.S, Government for maximum security prisoners
including those presently at Guantanamo Bay.  "Gitmo" has been an embarrassment to the U.S. and it would be a fresh
start to have it closed.  If there are trials to come, I hope they will be conducted with the high ideals of fairness which
should characterize this country. Those are the ideals for which people in our armed forces have fought and died.
   The Thomson facility was designed as a maximum security prison.  It would not serve to ease the overcrowding
problem in Illinois prisons, anyway.  It seems to me that the opposition is largely into scare tactics to make a name for
themselves. However, it is important that you listen carefully to any constructive ideas those opposed may have. I read
and wonder if it is true that no prisoner has ever escaped a maximum security prison in the U.S.
   I do think it is very important that the sale take into account the cost to build it including the interest we have had to
pay on the loan for its construction.  The sale could help Illinois' sad financial problem somewhat.  And It is also true that
the area will benefit from the jobs and new residents in the area.
  
                                    Sincerely,
 
                                   Rev. Barbara Stroud-Borth
304 E. Chestnut St,
Mt. Pulaski, IL 62548
 
                        

1 of 1 12/28/2009 2:12 PM
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