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MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Bruce Rauner, Governor, State of lllinois
The Honorable John Cullerton, President of the Senate
The Honorable Michael Madigan, Speaker of the House of Representatives
The Honorable Christine Radogno, Minority Leader of the Senate
The Honorable Jim Durkin, Minority Leader of the House of Representatives
The Honorable Jesse White, Secretary of State
Wayne Rosenthal, Director, lllinois Department of Natural Resources

RE: Advisory Opinion of the Commission on Government Forecasting and
Accountability Regarding the Closure of the Illinois State Museum

The Commission met on Wednesday, August 5, 2015 at 9:00 am to take final action on
the proposed closure of the lllinois State Museum and to accept or reject the
recommendation for closure submitted by the Department of Natural Resources (the
Department) for that facility. A quorum was present and a_motion to accept the
recommendation for closure by the Department of Natural Resources for the lllinois
State Museum and its associated facilities around the State failed on a vote of 2 yes and
7 no. A copy of the motion to accept the recommendation for closure and the vote tally
is attached.

Background

The Department officially notified the Commission on Government Forecasting and
Accountability (the Commission) of the intent to close the lllinois State Museum on June
3, 2015. Under the State Facilities Closure Act (30 ILCS 608/5-10), the Commission may,
at its own discretion, require the executive branch officers to file a recommendation for
closure. The recommendation must be filed within 30 days after the Commission
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delivers the request for recommendation to the State executive branch officer. The
Commission requested a recommendation for closure on June 10, 2015.

The Department submitted the recommendation for closure to the Commission on June
19, 2015. Following the State Facility Closure Act requirements for holding a public
hearing within 35 days after the filing of the recommendation and no more than 25
miles from the facility, the Commission conducted a public hearing regarding the closure
of the lllinois State Museum on July 13, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. in the Capitol Building in
Springfield, IL.

The Department indicated that financial concerns were the main reason for proposing
the closure of the lllinois State Museum and its associated sites around the State. In its
recommendation, the Department indicated that the operating budget for FY 2016
would be approximately $6.3 million. By closing the sites, the Department expected to
save approximately $4.8 million annually. Most of this savings would be gained through
the reduction from 68 employees to a staff of approximately 3 which would secure and
maintain the closed down facilities.

During oral testimony at the public hearing, some Commission members voiced concern
related to the issue of returning borrowed artifacts and receiving back any artifacts that
the museum had lent to other organizations. The Department was unable to provide
much information related to the total costs related to this process or how long the
process would take. The Department did state that approximately $11,000 had been
spent already for transition costs soon after the public hearing.

Another issue that was raised both at the public hearing and in the written testimony
was the possibility the State may be violating Federal statutes. A letter from the U.S.
Department of the Interior indicated that they were concerned “about compliance with
Federal statutes especially the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
(NAGPRA).” The letter stated that the State Museum houses at least 21 sets of human
remains that are from six archaeological sites that are on land managed by the Fish and
Wildlife Service which is part of the Department of the Interior.

Finally, the State Museum was recognized as a world class organization in both oral and
written testimony. Over 600 hundred pages of written testimony were received by the
Commission from around the world. Researchers from throughout the U.S. and from
distant countries such as France and Japan sent in written statements that highlighted
the high level of expertise and professionalism that is demonstrated by the lllinois State
Museum. Patrons also wrote in to show their support of the museum as an important
cog in the local community both as an educational resource and as an economic engine.



Vote and Recommendations

After hearing testimony from the Department of Natural Resources, community
organizations and numerous other individuals, and reviewing written testimony, a
motion to accept the Department of Natural Resources recommendation to close the
Illinois State Museum and its associated sites around the State failed on a vote of 2 yes
and 7 no.

During the discussions of the closure, the Commission did have a few suggestions
related to improvements to the lllinois State Museum. The first suggestion was to
develop further the partnership with local universities and community colleges to
improve marketing for the State Museum. A program involving marketing students at
Lincoln Land Community College was highlighted.

Another suggestion was to charge a minimal fee for admittance into facilities within the
[llinois State Museum system. Approximately 200,000 museum patrons visited the State
Museum in 2014 and an additional 187,000 visited the other associated sites. If these
patrons were to pay $1-$2 per visit, that would generate between $387 thousand and
$774 thousand per year. That amount of money would equal approximately 6% to 12%
of the anticipated FY 2016 budget for the museum system.
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MOTION: TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION FOR CLOSURE OF THE ILLINOIS STATE MUSEUM
AND ASSOCIATED SITES

Pursuant to the State Facility Closure Act (30 ILCS 608), after hearing testimony regarding the
proposed closure of the lllinois State Museum in Springfield IL and its associated facilities
around the State, | move that the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
accept the recommendation for closure submitted by the lllinois Department of Natural
Resources regarding the lllinois State Museum system.



MOTION / VOTE

Illinois State Museum

FACILITY CLOSURE HEARING - VOTE
August 5, 2015 - 9:00 a.m. - Room A-1, Stratton Ofc. Bldg.

VOTE

YES

NO

Present

Representative Kelly Burke (D)

Senator David Koehler (D)

Representative Donald Moffitt (R) CO-CHAIR

Senator Matt Murphy (R)

Representative Elaine Nekritz (D)

Representative Raymond Poe (R)

MNANENAN

Representative Al Riley (D)

Senator Chapin Rose (R)

Senator Heather Steans (D)

Senator Dave Syverson (R)

v

Senator Donne Trotter CO-CHAIR

Representative Michael Unes (R)

VOTE
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MOTION TO CLOSE: TROTTER 2" MOTION:

SYVERSON

Attending: Senator Forby / Representative(s) Butler, Scherer, Bradley, Phelps, Cavaletto




