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Illinois Video Gaming Statistics 
Eric Noggle, Senior Revenue Analyst 
 
It has been nearly six years since the first video 
gaming machines became operational in Illinois.  
In its opening month in September 2012, 61 video 
gaming machines were in operation.  This figure 
has steadily increased ever since, reaching its 
latest high of 29,283 terminals in June 2018.  As 
the terminals have increased, so has the amount of 
revenue (net terminal income) and tax dollars 
generated by these machines.  In FY 2018, a total 
of $1.4 billion in net terminal income (taxable 
base) generated $422 million in State and local tax 
dollars.  On the following page is a table showing 
a history of video gaming figures (by fiscal year) 
since its inception in FY 2013.  Accompanying 
this table are two graphs highlighting some of 
these statistics.   
 
As shown in the table and the first graph, the 
number of video gaming terminals in operation 
has continued to grow from year to year.  
However, this growth has slowed in recent years.  
In FY 2015, the average number of new terminals 
added per month was at 272.  This figure slowed 
to 263 in FY 2016 and to 249 in FY 2017.  In FY 
2018, the average number of new terminals per 
month slowed even further to 201.  Despite the 
slower pace of new terminals, the continued 
increase in new video gaming terminals suggests 
that this industry has yet to reach its peak.
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The second graph displays the breakout of tax 
revenues collected from video gaming by fiscal 
year.  Since its inception, the tax on video gaming 
has been equal to 30% of net terminal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
income.  From this amount, 5/6th goes to the 
Capital Projects Fund.  The remaining 1/6th of the 
tax revenues go to the local governments where the 
video gaming machines are located. 
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The latest data from the Illinois Gaming Board 
shows that 7,026 different establishments were 
home to 31,057 video gaming terminals in FY 
2018 for an average of 4.4 terminals per location.  
Under current law, the maximum number of video 
gaming terminals at one location is five.  (Note: 
The fiscal year terminal total is higher than the 
latest monthly figures because this fiscal year total 
would include terminals that were once in 
operation, but have been since removed during the 
fiscal year).  The Gaming Board’s data set includes 
the name of the municipality of the location 
operating each video gaming machine.  This 

 
 

 
enables the Commission to be able to categorize 
the data by municpality and by county.   
 
On page 4 is a list of the top municipalities with 
video gaming terminals in FY 2018.  Topping the 
list was Springfield with 630 terminals.  Second on 
the list was Rockford with 468 video gaming 
machines, followed by Decatur (409), Joliet (344), 
and unincorporated areas of Lake County (305).  
In terms of tax revenues generated from video 
gaming machines, Rockford generated the most in 
FY 2018, followed by Springfield, Decatur, 
Waukegan, and Loves Park. 



 

-4- 

 

 
 
In terms of county rankings, despite the fact that 
the City of Chicago has continued to ban video 
gaming in its jurisdiction, Cook County still had, 
by far, the most video gaming terminals of any 
county in the State in FY 2018 with 5,071 
terminals.  Second on the list was Lake County 
(1,520 terminals), followed by Will (1,276), 
Sangamon (1,213), and Winnebago (1,157).  Cook 
County also generated the most net terminal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
income in FY 2018 with $298.6 million, followed 
by Lake ($92.1 M), Winnebago ($78.8 M), Will 
($59.7 M), and Sangamon ($57.0 M).  Because of 
Chicago’s absence, Cook County ranks near the 
bottom in terminals per capita (ranked 101 of 102) 
and in net terminal income per capita (ranked 97 of 
102).  A list of the “top twenty” and “bottom 
twenty” counties in various video gaming 
categories is shown on the following page. 
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REVENUE:  FY 2019 REVENUES BEGIN WITH MIXED RESULTS 
Jim Muschinske, Revenue Manager

 
To begin the new fiscal year, overall base receipts 
grew $342 million in July.  Income taxes 
performed well, still reflecting the timing of 
receipts related to last year’s July rate change.  
Sales taxes however were weaker, as were federal 
sources.  July had one more receipting day 
compared to a year earlier. 
 
Monthly gross personal income taxes increased 
$387 million, or $327 net.  While the higher 
income tax rates went into effect last July, it took 
some time for those higher rates to be fully 
integrated.  Gross corporate income tax rose $24 
million, or $20 million on a net basis.  Other 
sources posted gains of $32 million, while 
inheritance taxes continue to perform well, 
growing $27 million.  Interest earnings were 
strong with an increase of $9 million. 

 
Despite an overall positive month, a number of 
revenue sources declined in July. Sales taxes were 
off by $9 million, while public utility taxes slid by 
$8 million.  Insurance taxes decreased by $7 
million, cigarette tax and corporate franchise tax 
each fell $2 million.  Liquor taxes were down $1 
million. 
 

Overall transfers increased $1 million in July.  
Lottery transfers and other miscellaneous transfers 
each grew $1 million, but were partially offset by 
a $1 million decline in riverboat transfers.  Federal 
sources started FY 2019 at a somewhat weaker 
pace, with receipts falling $44 million behind last 
year’s performance. 

  

INDICATORS*
LATEST 
MONTH

 PRIOR MONTH A YEAR AGO

Unemployment Rate (Average) (June) 4.3% 4.3% 4.9%
Inflation in Chicago (12-month percent change) (June) 2.2% 2.3% 1.3%

LATEST 
MONTH

CHANGE OVER 
PRIOR MONTH

CHANGE OVER 
A YEAR AGO

Civilian Labor Force (thousands) (June) 6,487.3 0.0% 0.1%
Employment (thousands) (June) 6,211.5 0.0% 0.8%
Nonfarm Payroll Employment (June) 6,126,100 18,100 58,300
New Car & Truck Registration (June) 54,207 3.3% 1.0%
Single Family Housing Permits (June) 1019 -9.6% -9.4%
Total Exports ($ mil) (May) 5,826.3 0.7% 7.3%
Chicago Purchasing Managers Index (July) 65.5 2.2% 11.2%

INDICATORS OF ILLINOIS ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

*  Due to monthly fluctuations, trend best shown by % change from a year ago
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July July $ %
Revenue Sources FY 2019 FY 2018 CHANGE CHANGE
State Taxes
  Personal Income Tax $1,461 $1,074 $387 36.0%
  Corporate Income Tax (regular) 93 69 $24 34.8%
  Sales Taxes 728 737 ($9) -1.2%
  Public Utility Taxes (regular) 58 66 ($8) -12.1%
  Cigarette Tax 28 30 ($2) -6.7%
  Liquor Gallonage Taxes 18 19 ($1) -5.3%
  Vehicle Use Tax 3 3 $0 0.0%
  Inheritance Tax 50 23 $27 117.4%
  Insurance Taxes and Fees 9 16 ($7) -43.8%
  Corporate Franchise Tax & Fees 12 14 ($2) -14.3%
  Interest on State Funds & Investments 13 4 $9 225.0%
  Cook County IGT 0 0 $0 N/A
  Other Sources 73 41 $32 78.0%
     Subtotal $2,546 $2,096 $450 21.5%

Transfers
  Lottery 54 53 $1 1.9%
  Riverboat transfers & receipts 28 29 ($1) -3.4%
  Proceeds from Sale of 10th license 0 0 $0 N/A
  Refund Fund transfer 0 0 $0 N/A
  Fund sweeps 0 0 $0 N/A
  Other 45 44 $1 2.3%
     Total State Sources $2,673 $2,222 $451 20.3%
Federal Sources $309 $353 ($44) -12.5%
     Total Federal & State Sources $2,982 $2,575 $407 15.8%

Nongeneral Funds Distributions/Direct Receipts:
Refund Fund
  Personal Income Tax ($142) ($105) ($37) 35.2%
  Corporate Income Tax ($15) (12) ($3) 25.0%
LGDF--Direct from PIT ($76) (53) ($23) 43.4%
LGDF--Direct from CIT ($5) (4) ($1) 25.0%
Downstate Pub/Trans--Direct from Sales ($17) (16) ($1) 6.3%

       Subtotal General Funds $2,727 $2,385 $342 14.3%
Short-Term Borrowing $0 $0 $0 N/A
Interfund Borrowing $0 $0 $0 N/A
Income Tax Bond Fund Transfer $0 $0 $0 N/A
Transfer to Commitment Human Services $0 $0 $0 N/A

       Total General Funds $2,727 $2,385 $342 14.3%

CGFA SOURCE:  Office of the Comptroller:  Some totals may not equal, due to rounding 2-Aug-18

JULY
FY 2019 vs. FY 2018

($ million)
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