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To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Michael Howie and I am the former Director of Forensic Services for the
Department of Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities (DMHDD) and later the Forensic
Network Manager with the Department of Human Services (DHS). I ended my career as the
Network Manager responsible for the Treatment and Detention facility, then at Joliet, and now
located in Rushville, IL. During the time I was in those roles we were fortunate to build new
forensic buildings at both Elgin MHC, and Alton MHC, and design a state of the art center for
treatment of sex offenders, which was never built. These buildings were not meant to take the
place of our Chester MHC which was designated as a maximum secure, state of the art, treatment
center in the 70°s. This building and programs were the first of their kind to be accredited by
JCAHO in 1976. These buildings (Alton and Elgin) were both built as medium security
structures, and therefore not as secure as the Chester facility, but with First Defense fencing that
made them more secure if a patient/resident were able to make it out of the building. I realize
this is dated by nearly 10 years since I was involved, but I can assure you that what has been
done to either the Alton or the Elgin facilities since my departure would not make them
maximum secure.

That is the bricks and mortar argument against closing the Chester facility. The more esoteric
argument is the security aspect (staff) difference among those 3 facilities. Chester has a long
history of security environments with a maximum security prison built in the 1860°s and still
functioning as the Menard Correctional facility, and with the Hospital for Insane Criminals
completed in 1891 to house those individuals needing “treatment for mental illness™ in addition
to their criminal status. It later became the Illinois Security Hospital, and finally the Chester
Mental Health Center. In the 80’s, because of court orders, the DMHDD opened several regional
“secure” units at Singer, Elgin, Zeller in Peoria, McFarland, and finally in the 90°s at Choate
MH&DD Center for Developmentally Disabled offenders. The mentality of security when
mixed with a treatment philosophy was extremely hard for clinicians and administrators alike to
grasp during the next 20-30 years and has continued that way in most of those smaller programs
within a larger facility. Chester has always known their goal was to *“treat within a secure
setting”, and I would argue has done that better than any other facility within the state. Asa
former supervisor used to say: “You cannot treat someone for his mental illness if he is not here
to treat, and consequently our first concern is maintaining the person in a secure setting and then
providing the best care and treatment we can give in that setting.” Chester has a 120 year history
of “providing the best care they can provide in a secure setting.” To the outside observer there
should be many alternative closures to a maximum secure facility that DHS cannot replace with
what they currently have and who has a proud history of providing secure mental health
treatment,

Thank you for taking the time to read my statements. Should you have further questions T am
always happy to meet with anyone concerned.

Michael G. Howie, MA LCPC
15 Pocomoke Drive
Rochester, IL 62563



October 11, 2011

Dear Honorable Members of the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability:

My name is Jeff Kerkhover. I am 56 years of age, am an attorney and a lifelong resident
of the City of Chester, Illinois. I live about % of a mile from the Chester Mental Health Center.
Although 1 am the City Attorney for Chester, I am writing this letter in my capacity as a
concerned citizen. I know many of the employees at the Chester Mental Health Center. The
Chester Mental Health Center has been located in the City of Chester for as long as I can
remember.

Hopefully, you have reviewed the financial data and numbers regarding the Chester
Mental Health Center. The most important numbers I have reviewed indicate the invaluable
economic benefit that the Chester Mental Health Center contributes to Chester, Randolph County
and Southern Illinois. The numbers also indicate the large number of people and families that
would be affected by the closure of the Chester Mental Health Center, and the massive
economically destructive impact the closure would have on Chester and the surrounding area.

I specifically want to point out that the Chester Mental Health Center purchases its water,
sewer and gas services from the City of Chester at a cost of approximately $236,000.00 per year.
Those costs are kept low by the City of Chester with the intent of cooperating with the Chester
Mental Health Center to help them stay within their budget. The City of Chester built its water
plant and sewer plant to help accommodate the Chester Mental Health Center and Menard
Correctional Center; therefore, the money paid by the Chester Mental Health Center contributes
a substantial part toward the operational costs for the water and sewer plant of the City of
Chester. Closing the Chester Mental Health Center would therefore have that further devastating
impact on the City of Chester.

Looking beyond the numbers, the Chester Mental Health Center is a specialized facility
that provides a special service to the citizens of the State of Illinois. The legislature has
recognized this since 1961 when it enacted a statute, now 20 ILCS 1705/14, relating to the
Chester Mental Health Center. The relatively new facility completed in 1976 employs workers
who provide this special service. They are trained and have been doing their jobs for many
years. They have been doing their jobs well. They know what they are doing. I can say this
because I know many of the workers.

The employees of the Chester Mental Health Center make their homes in Chester,
Randolph County and Southern Illinois. They send their children to our schools, they shop here
and they pay taxes here; therefore, they provide a tremendous economic benefit to Chester,
Randolph County and the State of Illinois.

The Chester Mental Health Center is located in the small town of Chester with a
population of approximately 4800 (not counting the Menard Correctional Center residents or the



Chester Mental Health Center residents) in the small county of Randolph with a population of
approximately 33,000.

Chester, Randolph County and Southern Illinois cannot absorb the loss and effect of
closing the Chester Mental Health Center. We simply do not have the industry, factories or
businesses that can absorb the loss of this facility.

One might argue that the employees may transfer to another facility, but that does not
help the economic devastation that would occur to this area. Requiring employees to move for
their employment has an intangible effect that cannot be measured in dollars and cents. These
employees have made their homes here with their roots in the community and surrounding area.
The schools are their children’s schools. Who would buy their homes? What happens to the
value of their homes? What happens to our schools? Will the value of all of our homes fall? If
the value of all of the homes and other property falls, this means less revenue generated by real
estate taxes.

I know we have all heard of the ripple effect as the result of this closure. You must
consider that in a larger metropolitan area a closure might be like throwing a pebble into a lake
because there are other industries, factories and businesses to absorb the loss. Closing the
Chester Mental Health Center, however, would be like throwing a boulder into a small pond. It
is not a ripple effect; it is a tidal wave.

We can support the continued operation of the Chester Mental Health Center; we cannot
survive its closure. Closing the Chester Mental Health Center, laying off its employees or
moving employees thereby devastating the economy of this area will not solve the budget
problems of this State.

Keeping people employed so they pay taxes and buy goods and services and contribute to
the economy locally and state wide is a step toward solving the budget issues.

Very truly yours,

£ A fertion—

620 Hillview Drive
Chester, IL. 62233



October 12, 2011

Dear Commission on Government Forecasting & Accountability Members:

As a current employee of Chester Mental Health Center, I would like to speak from my
experience as Social Worker and Employee Assistance Representative.

Facility Closure, Downsizing, Layoff, these are all things that bring on individual and
group stress. It was just this kind of stress that brought me to Chester Mental Health
Center from the St. Clair County Public Aid Office in 2002. I enjoy working with the
consumers so thankfully the stress turned out to be very rewarding. Hopefully the
outcome will be as positive this time as it was nearly ten years ago.

Chester Mental Health Center is small in comparison to what it could be and once was.
As you toured our facility this afternoon you undoubtedly noticed the mass potential that
could arise from our walls. Consumers could receive services that may end up saving the
State millions. Work with us to bring Chester up to par. Right now there’s group
cohesion of togetherness that has not been felt in years at Chester. Administration and
line staff have a wave of communication that is the best it has ever been.

I had originally planned to speak at the Public Hearing tonight. However, due to time
limit restrictions, I opted to submit my comments in written format. This is such a serious
matter and there is so much potential for growth, I hope to be part of the future of Chester
Mental Health Center. So please stop housing our mentally ill brothers and sisters within
the prison walls and start the rehabilitation process. We need your help. We don’t need
to close. We need to grow. The number of mentally ill individuals hasn’t decreased has
it?

Thank you for your efforts in helping ‘Save Chester Mental Health Center.’

Sincerel

Shirley Shaw, M

PO Box 604, Tilden, IL 62292

618-317-1517 cell



October 12, 2011

Dear Members of the Commission on Government Forecasting &
Accountability,

I am writing this letter to ask your help in saving my husband, son, and
brother-in-law’s jobs. All currently work at the Chester Mental Health
Center. My husband is 61, my son is 31 and my brother-in-law is 51. I can
barely begin to express the devastation that would befall my family if
Chester Mental Health Center were to close.

My husband and I were in a similar situation 13 years ago when Arch Coal
coalmine closed. My husband was a 28-year company employee when the
mine closed. Being 48 years old at the time and trying to find a new job was
extremely stressful. Two of our sons were in school and the oldest was in
the military at that time. Qur options were to move out of state away from
family (we were taking care of parents at the time) or stay and look for
employment for my husband. We opted to stay and eventually my husband
was blessed with a job at Chester Mental Health Center.

I currently work at Memorial Hospital in Chester. I firmly believe if Chester
Mental Health Center were to close, Memorial Hospital would also suffer
severe consequences, perhaps putting my job in jeopardy. At our age, [ am
59, relocating is out of the question and finding new jobs, in a county
already economically depressed, would be very difficult.

My son (a veteran, and 10 year employee at Chester Mental Health Center)
and his wife have 3 young sons the oldest in kindergarten. His wife is a stay
at home Mom. I shudder to think what would happen to his family if he
were to lose his job.

I am praying that my family will not be subjected to another facility closure,
which would again place exceptional stress and disruption in our lives.
Please reconsider the closure of Chester Mental Health Center and work
with our governor to find other ways to reduce Illinois’ budget deficit.

Thank you,
Thelma Gran 3857 Woodview Dr. Chester, Il 62233



Felecia Rucker

Executive Secretary [

Employee of Chester Mental Health Center for 27 years, 10 months
OPPOSED to the closing of Chester Mental Health Center

After years of hard work, frugal budgeting, and conscientious saving, my husband and I have
managed to become financially secure enough to initiate plans to build a house in the spring. If
Chester Mental Health Center closes and, subsequently, I am laid off from my job, those plans
will not materialize. This is unfortunate for us in that our dream will not be realized at this time,
or possibly ever.

However, this is not the point I want to make. If we do not build our house the following also
will not happen:

the contractor will not earn the income;
-- the construction supply company will not sell us the materials to build our house;
-- the plumber will not install the plumbing;
- the heating/cooling man will not install the furnace/air conditioning;
-- the appliance store will not sell us new appliances for our kitchen;
- the flooring store will not sell us flooring;

Because my husband and I believe in patronizing local businesses, all of these LOCALLY
OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES will NOT do business. This means loss of income for all of
them because I lost my job.

And now, here’s the really scary part AND my main point: This is only a small fraction of the
impact and its only ONE household. ONE.

The closure of Chester Mental Health Center will directly impact 460+ employees. What kind of
economic ripple effect will that have on the State of Illinois’ economy when only a rough

estimate of the ripple effect of the loss of ONE job is so profound?

If you truly care about the economic future of the State of Illinois, OPPOSE closing Chester
Mental Health Center.

Respectfully submitted,

&ZZ&:LQ@,

Felecia Rucker



OFFICERS

CHAIR

Gary Kaatz

Rockford Health System
CHAIR-ELECT

Alan Channing

Sinal Heelth System
HAMEDIATE

PAST CHAIR

IMMEDIATE PABY
PABT CHAIR

Harry Wolin

Mason District Hosprtal
TREASURER
Connle Schroedar
Biessing Health Systermn
SECRETARY

TRUSTEES

Jeffrey Brickman
Provena Saint Josaph
Medlical Center

Sandra Bruce
Resurrection Health Care
David Crane

Adventist Midwest Health
Edgar Curtia
Memorial Health System
Randall Davby
Harmnitton Memorial
Hospital Digtrict

Steven Drucker
Loretto Hospital
Michael Eesley
Cantegra Haalth Systom
Mark Frey

Alexian Brothers Health System
Larry Goodman, M.D.
Rush University Madical Conter
Dean Harrison
Northwestern Memorial
HealthCare

Wiltlam Huff

Marshall Browning Hospital
Brian Lamon

MacNea! Hospita!

Barbara Martin

Vista Health System
Michael McManus
Touchette Reglonal Hospital
Nancy Newby

Washington County Hospital
Keith Page

Anderson Hospital

Michael Perry, M.D.

FHN Mamonial Hospital
Kevin Poorten

KishHealth System

Willam Santulll

Advocate Health Care

Rob Schmitt

Gibson Area Hospital &
Health Sarvices

Joanne Smith, M.D.
shabilitation Institute of Chicago
Keith Steffen

3F Saint Francis Medical Center

i
lI-Eﬁ B llinois Hospital Association

October 7, 2011

Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg, Co-Chair

Representative Patricia Bellock, Co-Chair

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, Illinois 62706

Re: Proposed Closure of Chester Mental Health Center
Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Bellock:

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the proposed closure of the Chester
Mental Health Center, a 240-bed maximum security forensic state-operated psychiatric
hospital funded and operated by the Illinois Department of Human Services Division of
Mental Health (DMH). The Illinois Hospital Association (IHA) presents the following
comments on behalf of our 200 member hospitals and health systems and the patients
and communities they serve.

DMH’s proposed closure of Chester — and two other of Illinois’ nine state-operated
hospitals and the transfer of forensic patients from Chester to the remaining civil acute
inpatient state-operated hospital beds — will greatly weaken an already fragile mental
health system in Illinois. It will reduce the statewide existing state-operated hospital
capacity from approximately 1,400 civil acute beds to approximately 200 civil acute
beds. Moreover, because Chester is specially designed to serve aggressive patients who
have been committed there through the courts or who are transferred there by other
state-operated hospitals because of patient behavioral management issues, the loss of
this facility is especially significant. It is a resource with capabilities, including staff
expertise, which cannot easily or cost-effectively be transferred to another facility.
Closing Chester does not make clinical or financial sense.

For individuals with serious mental illness who need the level of care provided in a
hospital, the loss of close to 1,200 inpatient psychiatric beds depletes an already limited
pool of inpatient resources. The private hospital system does not have a sufficient pool
of inpatient beds to offset this loss. There has been a 28% drop in private hospital
psychiatric beds, from 5,350 beds in 1991 to 3,816 beds in 2010. Moreover, the loss of
these beds is not evenly distributed across the state, leaving many Illinois communities
without any psychiatric resources at all. Only nine rural hospitals in Illinois offer
inpatient psychiatric services, and 84 Illinois counties have no psychiatric units at all.

The loss of acute, inpatient psychiatric capacity will further exacerbate the challenges
currently experienced by persons with mental illness who depend on the public system
of care. It compounds budget cuts to community mental health and substance abuse
services made in the past three years. Eliminating care at both ends of the continuum of
care leaves few alternatives to persons with serious, chronic illnesses and will likely
contribute to an increase in the use of hospital emergency departments, longer waits for
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IHA Comments on Proposed Closure of Chester Mental Health Center

limited inpatient private hospital psychiatric beds, and delays in treatment for all
patients. Without treatment, persons with mental illness often become homeless, end up
in jail, or in the worst cases, do not survive.

We cannot afford to take such risks for our most vulnerable residents, especially within
the timelines suggested for such closures. A systems restructuring such as the one that
has been proposed must occur within the framework of a plan that assures access to care
will be preserved for those persons with serious mental illness who require acute care.
IHA'’s Behavioral Health Steering Committee articulated such principles in 1997 and
reiterated and refined them in 2005 when the state proposed that the Tinley Park Mental
Health Center be closed (see attached). Such a plan should be developed with input from
a broad cross section of stakeholders, including patients and families.

Persons with mental illness, like every patient, need the right care, at the right time, in
the right place. The public psychiatric hospital is one setting in the continuum of care. It
is designed to be a critical safety net that supports persons with serious illness who
require a safe, structured environment.

As a key part of the continuum of care, private hospitals in Illinois are willing to serve
and do serve hundreds of thousands of persons with mental illnesses each year. The
state’s private hospitals cared for close to 148,000 persons with a principal diagnosis of
mental illness as inpatients in 2010; more than 750,000 persons diagnosed with a
behavioral condition; and more than 190,000 patients with a principal diagnosis of
mental or substance use illnesses in their emergency departments in 2009. However,
private hospitals are serving these growing numbers of patients in fewer facilities and
with fewer beds. The private hospital system does not have the capacity to assume
responsibility for all the patients who will be displaced by the proposed state-operated
hospital closures.

We recognize the state’s challenging economic circumstances and the costs associated
with maintaining antiquated facilities. However, we ask whether and to what extent the
proposed closures will actually save money. It is critical that COGFA take into account
several important factors when considering the proposed closures:

o If the closure of state hospitals contributes to an increase in homelessness and
incarceration, it will cost the state more to house a person in jail than it does to
provide treatment. The state would be transferring costs from one sector of the
system to another, without any net savings to the state.

» Hospital Emergency Department care is very costly. Many persons using
hospital emergency departments are Medicaid recipients. These state-operated
hospital closures likely will cause more Medicaid recipients with mental illnesses
to use EDs, especially in the absence of other alternatives. More important, the
emergency department is not the best clinical setting for a person with mental

illness.
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THA Comments on Proposed Closure of Chester Mental Health Center

o State law requires funds from the closure of a state facility to be reinvested in the
community. The state cannot use these funds for another purpose other than
mental health services. Thus, the proceeds from a sale of a state-operated
hospital property must be used for mental health purposes.

It is also important to note that in 2009, DMH eliminated $9.4 million in funding for the
Community Hospital Inpatient Psychiatric Services (CHIPS) program that was designed
to serve persons with mental illness who needed acute inpatient psychiatric care in a
private hospital. The CHIPS program was established when the state closed the Zeller
Mental Health Facility and downsized the Alton and Elgin mental health facilities as an
alternative for persons who otherwise would use a state hospital. Twenty-three hospitals
were participating in this program. The elimination of CHIPS has further reduced access
to acute inpatient psychiatric care for a vulnerable population.

Illinois hospitals are committed to transforming health care to assure that every patient,
including persons with mental and substance use illnesses, has access to the right care, at
the right time, in the right place. To achieve this goal, all of us will need to work
together, collaboratively, creatively and effectively, using the best of what currently
exists and embracing new models.

Legislation enacted this year—House Bill 2982/Public Act 97-0381—presents one
positive approach to building systems of care that capitalizes on regional strengths and
encourages collaboration across systems of care. This legislation recognizes that there
can be savings associated with innovative program design, elimination of redundancies
and sharing of resources.

While we look forward to the opportunity to redesign the state’s mental health system on
a regional basis to make it more effective and efficient, we are very concemed that the
proposed closures of the Chester Mental Health Center and other state-operated hospitals
will adversely affect those efforts.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide these comments.

Sincerely,

WS(- Y 7

Maryjane A. Wurth
President

Attachment
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Position of the IHinois Hospital Association Behavioral Health Steering Committee
Regarding the Closure or Other Restructuring of the Tinley Park Mental Health
Center Facility

Based on principles adopted in 1997 by the IHA Behavioral Health Steering Committee
(Steering Committee) and Board regarding the privatization of state-operated mental
health facilities (SOF), the Steering Committee on February 22, 2005 identified the
following issues as relevant to the decisions related to whether or how the Tinley Park
Mental Health Center facility should be restructured. It was their recommendation that
these issues must be addressed to ensure access to an appropriate level of care for persons
with mental illness:

o The State must clearly state its vision regarding mental health services
for Illinois citizens and define, publicly, its intent with regard to the role
and relationship of its facilities and community resources. The failure to
define the role of the SOF in terms of its mission for the citizens of the State
and relationship to community hospitals and other community providers
strains the relationship between the parties, interjects ambiguity where there
should be clarity, and, more importantly, does not put patients, families, and
all Illinois citizens first.

e Articulate criteria regarding which patients are most appropriate for a
private hospital and which are most appropriate for a SOF. Currently,
admission and length of stay criteria are lacking or poorly defined. Admission
criteria primarily are about the patient’s funding source: If you are a Medicaid
patient, you go to a private hospital. If you are uninsured, the SOF may accept
you.

- Clinical criteria are needed to determine before an admission whether
the patient would be better served in the SOF or private hospital.
Criteria are also needed to determine when a transfer is appropriate
and necessary.

- Criteria are also needed about medical services the DHS views as
medically necessary and, therefore, eligible for payment.

We believe that the SOF is appropriate for patients who are not successfully
treated in community hospitals. These patients often exhibit the following
characteristics: they are treatment resistant and/or have had multiple (three or
more) admissions in the previous twelve months, and/or may require a longer
length of stay (beyond 10 days). And, they may be unmanageably violent.

BHSC Position Paper 1
March 2005



Illinois Hospital Association

Private hospitals are appropriate for patients who present medical
complexities that benefit from access to multiple specialties; patients who
need to be stabilized and treated within the shortest time frame; and patients
who will benefit from the diagnostic and other therapeutic resources of an
acute care sefting.

Patients with co-occurring disorders are caught between narrowly construed
regulatory and public financing schemes that do not support access to
appropriate services. For example, the state SOF's reluctantly accept patients
with a primary diagnosis of substance abuse; Medicaid does not reimburse a
private hospital for substance abuse treatment or rehabilitation, but only
detoxification services, leaving the addicted person no access to treatment for
their addiction in an acute care setting. The Illinois Department of
Alcoholism and Substance Abuse licenses and pays for “sub-acute” Medicaid
services, not acute services such as those needed by a substance abuse patient
who has attempted suicide or has a psychiatric condition. Thus, the State
financing of behavioral services lacks a comprehensive and coordinated
rehabilitative focus, and thus leaves gaps that perpetuate expensive relapse
and readmission.

Patients with developmental disabilities with mental illness also have few
options for acute treatment available to them today. Given that the private
sector cannot generally treat these individuals on an acute basis, they pose a
natural population of citizens for which the State should assume
responsibility. At a minimum, the State must fund, either directly or by
arrangement, services that effectively meet the complex needs of these
individuals.

Ensure patients in the private sector have community access to the same
resources as are afforded patients in the SOF. A patient upon discharge
from a SOF has a firm referral to a community mental health provider. The
patient being discharged from a private hospital must also have the same
assurance he or she will have an appointment within the time frame dictated
by his or her condition. Access to medication must also be assured, since
failure to adhere to medication regimens often leads to readmission to an acute
care setting,.

Improve Medicaid rates. Medicaid rates for inpatient psychiatric services are
inadequate and vary across the state. The most vulnerable providers often
have the lowest rates. Inadequate Medicaid rates coupled with burdensome
administrative processes further weaken a fragile private inpatient psychiatric
community. Because a large number of SOF patients are presumed to be
Medicaid eligible, the adequacy of Medicaid payment is an essential variable
in the shift of the locus of care to the private sector. If the private sector is not

BHSC Position Paper 2

March 2005



lllinois Hospital Association

BHSC Position Paper

March 2005

financially viable, patients will be at risk of having no options should the SOF
also be unavailable.

Moreover, the mechanisms under which the hospital either obtains DHS or
Medicaid payment must also support rather than burden the provider. For
example, the Community Hospital Inpatient Psychiatric Services (CHIPS)
contract, which is the mechanism through which DHS contracts with private
hospitals to serve a patient who otherwise may be treated in a SOF, requires a
hospital to always attempt to qualify a patient for Medicaid before DHS pays
the hospital. This is a costly and burdensome process, causing significant
payment delays. For hospitals with low Medicaid rates, they will receive less
money than they would have received from DHS, following a cumbersome
administrative process, and following a lengthy period of time. Few, if any,
hospitals can knowingly adopt a business model that requires them to seek out
less reimbursement for services first.

Therefore, in order to ensure the private sector is able to care for the patient
with mental illness:

- Medicaid rates for inpatient hospital psychiatric services must be
improved. The State should at a minimum be willing to pay the private
hospital with which it contracts the same per diem as it paid itself
under Medicaid.

- Medicaid rates should never be less than the rate DHS pays. Ideally,
both rates should be comparable and adequate to cover reasonable
Costs.

- The burdens associated with completing MANG applications should
be shared by the State. For example, the State should provide staff
support to the hospital that must complete lengthy applications.
Moreover, the hospital should not be penalized if a physician does not
believe a patient is disabled.

Make the courts more user-friendly and accessible to the private sector.
Many patients who refuse medication or admission require involvement with
the judicial system. Courts are not easily accessible; there are numerous
continuances; psychiatrists and staff must accompany the patient to court.
There is no compensation for this. The courts must be more patient and user
friendly to support the needs of patients, families and providers in the
communities who must negotiate with this system. Necessary legal hearings
could be conducted more creatively and efficiently. For example, a hearing
could be held at the hospital, when feasible, or through the use of tele-
technology that is transmitted from the courthouse or another central location.
This would also assist in obtaining the support of psychiatrists to testify in
such hearings.



lllinois Hospital Association

BHSC Position Paper

March 2005

Maintain in the community the funds currently allocated to the state-
operated facilities. Closure of the SOF should not reduce the overall financial
support available for mental health services, i.e., there should not be a net loss
of funding to the community. There is evidence that fewer funds will be
available to the community, including hospitals and community mental health
centers, than are currently allocated to Tinley Park SOF.

The closure of other SOFs has resulted in a net loss to the community of
mental health funding. If the community alternatives to the SOF are not
strong and well financed, patients will need the safety net provided by the
SOF. Moreover, the DHS fee-for-service conversion threatens the financial
viability of community mental health centers. The system is being tugged at
both ends of the continuum. At a minimum, the funds currently allocated to
the Tinley Park SOF should continue to be available either for its operations
or for a combination of state operated, private operated acute services, and
community outpatient services.

Formally evaluate effects of reducing or eliminating SOF capacity against
program goals. Perform a formal evaluation of any program of SOF
reduction or deinstitutionalization to determine whether the program’s goals
are truly being met, the effect of the program on all of the parties involved
(community hospitals, community behavioral health providers, consumers,
and Illinois citizens). Make this evaluation public and available for comment.



PRINCIPLES AND RECOMMENDATIONS
REGARDING THE PRIVATIZATION OF STATE-OPERATED
MENTAL HEALTH FACILITIES

e Patients first.

e Services for each patient should be delivered in the most appropriate clinical setting for
that particular patient. Privatization is not the goal; rather it is a means to achieve the
goal of high quality, cost effective, and accessible services for the patients.

e To the extent the private sector is able and willing to provide appropriate services to
persons who otherwise would receive them in the public sector, it is a cost-effective
alternative that encourages creative use of scarce resources, and offers more clinical
options from which patients and families can choose.

e One rationale for shifting resources from state-operated facilities to community providers
is cost-effectiveness. However, current financial resources committed to delivering
services in a state-operated facility must be reserved for services used by these patients,
albeit in different settings. The state must demonstrate its commitment to preserving and
enhancing resources for patients, not shifting the financial responsibility onto providers
or families, or diverting mental health dollars into other areas.

¢ Government retains the ultimate responsibility to establish performance standards and to
monitor performance, a responsibility that is not diminished under a privatized system.
These functions, however, should involve collaboration between government, families,
consumers, advocates and providers.

e Qutcomes must be measured, and against these performance measures, by an objective

party.

e The state must recognize and provide accordingly that some of the patients present
complex symptomology that requires long-term services that may not be appropriate for
an acute care model. Provisions must be made to insure these patients receive services of
an intensity, comprehensiveness, and duration that are appropriate for their needs.

o The state must define the population of persons who would be eligible for services in the
private sector. Such definitions should be consistent with the Illinois Mental Health Code
and should, at a minimum, include (a) persons who are uninsured and without financial
means to pay for needed services; (b) patients who meet a DSM IV diagnosis of mental

1997 BHSC Principles and Recommendations for SOF’s 1
1llinois Hospital Association



illness or, if a child or adolescent, a severe emotional disturbance; and (c) exhibit
functional impairment in significant life activities.

e Family involvement is critical to the success of therapy and the patient’s long-term
health. The services provided must include families.

e A continuum of services should be available to patients to allow for an appropriate match
of needs and services. Providers, must therefore, must be able to offer a range of clinical
services, including, but not limited to inpatient, partial, outpatient, and wraparound
services. Where a single provider entity is unable to offer the spectrum of services a
patient needs, providers should collaborate to insure such access is available.

e The state should remove existing barriers to collaboration or those which prevent
flexibility in programming or training.

e The delivery of mental health services neither exists in a vacuum, nor falls under the
exclusive purview and control of a single state agency. All public and private resources
must be considered members of the care team to which the patient belongs. All parties
must contribute to the team’s success and not diminish its effectiveness (e.g. judicial
system in certain parts of the state impose significant burdens on mental health patients,
families, and providers who must act pursuant to law and the court’s decisions.)

s Services must be culturally competent and sensitive and should respect the dignity of
each patient and his/her family.

1997 BHSC Principles and Recommendations for SOF’s 2
Illinois Hospital Association
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October 12, 2011

Dear elected officials,

| am writing as a result of my grave concern regarding the potential closure of Chaster Mental
Health Center (CMHC). I am currently the principal of St. John Lutheran School in Chester. | am
also a retired state employee who worked at Chester Mental Health Center for 15 years—most
of them as the Quality Manager. Please consider the points below as you ruminate on a
decision that could change the future for an entire town.

* St. John Lutheran School in Chester is a small private school where the closure of CMHC
would directly affect 13 families who count on the facility for employment, These
families represent 18 children from our school or 11% of our school population. If
CMHC were to close, it is likely that this percentage of students would be withdrawn
from our school as a result of inability to pay tuition.

* When one considers the economic impact study completed by the University of llinois,
stating that 175 employees and $13 million dollars of income would be lost in the City of
Chester alone, it is evident that other familias with students currently at St, John will be
adversely affected if CMHC were to close. it is highly likely that St. John would jose a
number of other students. We are a small school with a student body of 170 children

covering 3 yr. old preschool through 8" grade. Each student we lose decreases aur
viability as a school,

s Chester Mental Health Center is by statute llinois’ maximum securlty psychiatric
hospital. It was designed and built for this purpose. In1976 when it was completed, the
building won architectural awards for being a maximum secure environment without
appearing or feeling like a maximum secure environment. As late as the early 2000’s,
delegations from other states toured CMHC to study and observe the secure, yet
pleasant and therapeutic environment to inform their own construction. CMHC has
continued to update security by adding a keyless, code door entry system and video
monitoring cameras In patlent areas. These security features enable staff at CMHC to
create a therapeutic milieu even for patients with the most challenging behaviors,

weww.stiohnehester.com
‘Worship - Sat, 6:30 p.m. * Sun. 7:45 & 10:00 a.m.
Broadcast 10:00 a.m. Sundayz on KBDZ 93.1 FM & KSGM 98.0 AM
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* CMHC was one of the first forensic psychiatric hospital to become accredited by the
Joint Commission an Accreditation of Healthcara Organizations. It maintains this
accreditation to this day. The facility has always been accredited under the hospital
standards which are far more rigorous than the mental health standards.

¢ CMHC has historically maintained the lowest staff to patient ratio in the department and
has maintained the lowest cost per patient, although it has treated some of the most
difficult patients.

o Staff at CMHC is specially and extensively trained to work with forensic and difficult-to-
treat patients. They maintain professional standards and yet are empathetic and caring.
A number of patients who are not guilty by reason of insanity (NGRI) with long lengths
of stay mandated by courts would tell you that the staff at CMHC feels like their family.

* CMHCtreats patients who are placed by the court who are in need of a secure locked
setting. Patients who are unfit to stand trial (UST) return to court with relatively short
lengths of stay as a result of strong UST programming. Patients who are NGRI can have
extremely long lengths of stay since they are placed by courts in a locked facllity until
their theim date—the date at which they would have served the maximum sentence if
they had been found “gulity” of the crime with which they are charged. These patients
participate in extensive programming and therapy.

o There are also patients at CMHC who are sent by other DHS facilities because they are
unmanageable at less secure facilities. This usually involves violence inflicted by these
patients on staff, other patlents and/or property. CMHC has strong behavior
management programming to help address the needs of these individuals.

¢ The civil population above, with no forensic component, must participate in civil
commitment hearings at regular intervals described by law—every 30 days for the first 6
months, every 90 days for the next 6 months and anaually thereafter. These hearings
are to occur In the original court of commitment, Chester Mental Health Center has
partnered with the 20™ judicial Circuit in a unique arrangement where other
jurlsdictions have given the 20" circuit permission to conduct these civil commitments.
Evan more unique is the fact that court is actually held at CMHC. The judge and other
court personnel visit CMHC and hold court at the facility. This ellminates the need for

the most difficult to manage patients to be transported to the court of original
Jurisdiction.

Finally, please remember that your decision has the power to permanently alter lives. The
patients at CMHC are a defenseless population, settled and served with respect in Chester. The
staff consists of hard-working, well-trained caring individuals who give their best daily, The
families of these workers are concerned and scared. My own junior high students have written
that they “think about this every day, every second, day and night.” They voice that, “we
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couldn’t pay the bills and we would have to relocate.” They say, “my dad, uncles and aunts
would lose their jobs. . . result In my family being broken up.” “Businesses, schools and
restaurants would possibly have to close in Chester and the population would definitely
decrease.” “My friends would have to move far away and | would probably never see them
again.”

The future of Chester is in your hands. Currently, in town you’ll see signs saying “Save Chester
Mental Health Center” along with a major pink ribbon campalgn to create awareness of breast
cancer. It appears to me with both causes, we in Chester are fighting for our lives.

Many thanks for your consideration,

Brovstn. X (Bered

Brenda L. Owen, M_P.A,, Principal

St. John Lutheran School
302 W. Holmes St.
Chester, IL 62233
618-826-4345



OTHANN H. SIEBERG

7646 Eden Road
Sparta, IL 62286

othann2(@yahoo.com

October 8, 2011

Commission on Government Forecasting
and Accountability

703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

RE: Objection to the closure of Chester Mental Health Center — Chester, IL

To Whom It May Concern:

So far I have seen that the State of Illinois and CGFA have spent a lot of money for the purpose
of possible closure of Chester MHC. All the information that has come my way has not been a
complete picture. It seems that the information given to CGFA has only been the expense of
getting other facilities structurally ready to receive CMHC Recipients.

What about the peripheral expenses? Such as: training staff? hiring staff? training the staff to
train the staff (not just any person can instruct Non-violent Intervention)? increasing the state’s
unemployment expense? the expense of moving Recipients.

I have seen no comparison of employed vs. unemployed as to how either reflects in the state
budget; the county budget or even surrounding counties.

I simply think that Springfield is not looking at the complete picture of closing any state facility.

It is a lot more than construction so a few facilities can house CMHC Recipients or simply
moving Recipients and closing doors. And it entails a whole lot of paperwork and MONEY..

Sincerely,

Chrpn> Bldes

Othann H. Sieberg

¢ Senator Jeffrey Schoenberg Congresswoman Patricia Bellock
Senator Michael Frerichs Congressman Kevin McCarthy
Senator Matt Murphy Congresswoman Elaine Nekritz
Senator Suzi Schmidt Congressman Raymond Poe
Senator Dave Syverson Congressman Michael Tryon

Senator Donne Trotter Congressman Al Riley
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WHAT IS THE REAL REASON the governor of Illinois wants to close Chester Mental
Health? The center is used for forensic patients who have been found” not guilty “of
their crime by reason of insanity and they are unfit to stand trial but are required by the
laws of Illinois to remain confined. CMHC is Illinois’ only maximum security mental
health center and the Legislature would have to change a state law to allow Alton Mental
Health Center in Alton, IL to BECOME a maximum center, to replace CMHC. An 84
mile hospital SITE change and 3.8 million dollars to improve Alton to a maximum
security center does not make any sense to me. Ensuring that inmates are treated
humanely and housed safely should be the goal of Illinois. Over population issues causes
problems for the patients, guards and the public. The staff at CMHC have had the proper
training to provide protection to all the above.

The governor and leaders of the state, like you need to listen to the average workers at
these hospitals and prisons on how to save the state money. They see money spent
wastefully everyday. If you want the truth on what goes on behind the walls of these
hospitals and prisons talk to them not the superintendents.

I know my state has a spending problem and it seems to me a governor who is trying to
create a state where no one works. Where does he think all the unemployment benefits
for CMHC and the other 6 closures will come from? The cost of transferring patients
will be a big dollar expense. , RANDOLPH COUNTY has an 8.3 unemployment rate
now and jobs ARE NOT TO BE FOUND. WE ARE ALREADY WITHOUT A
HOSPITAL TO DELIVER BABIES IN OUR COUNTY. I ASK YOU WHAT IS NEXT
FOR RANDOLPH COUNTY RESIDENTS, NO MEDICAL CARE. WE NEED CMHC
501 JOBS TO STAY ALIVE.

THE EMOTIONAL STRAIN ON THE STAFF AT THE CENTER HAS TO BE VERY
PAINFUL.I AM PROUD OF THE STAFF’S DEDICATION AND SAFETY THEY
PROVIDE TO THE COMMUNTIES IN RANDOLPH AND SURROUNDING
COUNTIES.

THANKS, TO ALL OF YOU ON THE COMMITTEE AND TO SEN. DAVE AND
STATE REP COSTELLO. FOR YOUR EFFORTS TO RETAIN CMHC IN
RANDOLPH COUNTY, WHERE ILLINOIS BEGAN.

MY PERSONAL THANKS, TO ALL THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS THAT I
CALLED AND YOUR PHONE STAFF WERE VERY CORDIAL AND HELPFUL.

I SAY THIS TO ALL PRESENT-LOVE YOR HOMETOWN, KNOW ITS HISTORY,
ITS STRENGTHS, AND ITS BEAUTY AND BE PROUD OF WHERE YOU ARE

FROM.
THANKS,

PUDGE COMBS
618-826-4852-
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Advancing the human and civil rights of people with disabilities
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Testimony of Cheryl Jansen, Equip for Equality
Before the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
Proposed Closure of Chester Mental Health Center

Chester, Illinois
October 12, 2011

Equip for Equality, the independent, not-for-profit organization designated by the Governor in
1985 to administer the federally mandated Protection and Advocacy system for people with
disabilities in Illinois, appreciates the opportunity to testify before the Commission regarding the
proposed closure of Chester Mental Health Center (Chester MHC). Equip for Equality’s mission
is to advance the civil and human rights of people with disabilities and is accomplished through
self-advocacy training and technical assistance, legal services, public policy initiatives, and
investigations of abuse and neglect in all settings that serve people with disabilities.

In assessing whether, when, and how to close Chester MHC, the primary consideration must be
the needs and best interests of the individuals being served at this facility and how those needs
and interests will be met if it is closed. Other considerations, such as preserving jobs or
employee raises, should not drive this important decision. In our view, closing a state operated
mental health center must only occur as part of a comprehensive plan to provide for the needs of
all the facility’s residents, including those without Medicaid or other insurance. In this case,
that means addressing the needs of the three distinct populations served at Chester MHC: 1)
forensic (NGRI and UST); civilly admitted (comprising about 50% of the total population); and
3) dually diagnosed (mental illness and developmental disabilities). It is our understanding that
all care at Chester MHC is long-term and there are no acute care beds.

While the decision to close this facility may be budget driven, because Chester serves those with
longer care needs, it provides the Department of Human Services (DHS) with an opportunity to
look across the spectrum of mental health (and, for those with dual diagnoses, developmental
disability) services to develop a plan for community care, to meet the various needs of the
individuals being served. From our perspective, this must include an examination of community
resources and a commitment to providing sufficient funding to serve people in the community.
Mlinois has publicly announced its changed focus from institutional care to community services,
as reflected in the Williams and Ligas consent decrees, as well as numerous public
pronouncements by the Governor and his senior staff. But by entirely excluding the community

THE INDEPENDENT, FEDERALLY MANDATED ProTeCTION & ADVOCACY SYSTEM FOR THE STATE OF ILLINDIS
Duane C. Quaini, Boaro Cuamperson  Zena NamimeH, Presient & CEQ
1 WesT Owp STate CaprmoL PLaza we Suite 816 vie SpringrigLo, IL 62701 v EMAIL: CONTACTUS@EQUIPFOREQUALITY.ORG
TeL: (217) 544-0464 ¢ ToLL Free: (800) 758-0464 v TTY: (800) 610-2779 v Fax: (217} 523-0720 v MuLmiPLE LANGUAGE SERVICES
WWW.EQUIPFOREQUALITY.ORG



from its plan to close Chester MHC, Tllinois is foreclosing DHS from taking advantage of the
opportunity for meaningful change that a well planned closure of Chester MHC would present.

Equip for Equality believes that individuals with mental illness and developmental disabilities
are best served in the community, and we have long advocated for the State to strengthen and
adequately fund the community-based system so that quality treatment and services are readily
available and easily accessed. We recognize that the legal requirements for Chester’s forensic
population do not allow them to be served in the community and that those with acute care needs
often require short-term hospitalization. However, the civilly admitted and dually diagnosed
residents of Chester MHC could be served in the community with adequate funding for
providers and the necessary services and supports. Moreover, over time this care would be less
expensive and more effective than that provided in State Operated Centers. Unfortunately,
community-based services for those with mental illness in Illinois have been seriously
underfunded for decades, yet it is our understanding that the proposal to close Chester MHC does
not contemplate any additional funds for community providers.

The decision whether or not to close Chester MHC must not be viewed in isolation because its
impact could be far-reaching. We understand that the State contemplates relocating Chester’s
patients to other State Operated Centers, and closing or reducing the acute care beds in those
receiving facilities. Thus, in addition to displacing its current residents, this action will reduce
the State’s ability to provide short-term acute psychiatric care at other state operated mental
health centers. To accommodate the transfer of Chester residents to other state mental health
facilities, DIS’ recommendation calls for the conversion of acute care units at Alton MHC,
Elgin MHC, and McFarland MHC to maximum or medium security units. In total, this will
result in a loss of 172 acute care beds at these facilities, which translates into a loss of care for
many hundreds of people with acute mental health needs each year. This problem will be
compounded by the additional loss of acute care beds contemplated by the proposed closures of
Singer MHC and Tinley Park MHC. A decision to close Chester and other state operated mental
health centers without having a safety net for displaced acute care patients, puts the health and
safety of individuals with mental illness at risk, and is therefore premature. And the decision to
re-institutionalize all civilly admitted patients, including those with developmental disabilities as
well as mental illness, rather than include them in the State’s rebalancing plans along with
residents of IMDs and ICFDDs, is fiscally and programmatically unsound and raises some of the
same legal questions that gave rise to the Williams and Ligas cases.



DHS’ proposed solution to the acute care problem is to relinquish responsibility for acute care
services to private hospitals and community providers. Clearly, this is not a workable solution at
this time. Illinois’ community mental health system has been inadequately funded and subject to
disproportionate cuts for years. Private hospitals have steadily decreased the number of inpatient
psychiatric beds - partly in response to low reimbursement rates and significantly delayed
payments from the state. As a result, we have received reports of people with mental illness who
are in crisis and in need of acute psychiatric care languishing in hospital emergency rooms for 3,
4, and 5 days, without any treatment, waiting for a bed to open somewhere. For those with no
insurance, transfer to private hospitals is generally not an option. It is both short-sighted and
irresponsible to expect private hospitals and community providers to pick up the slack when
currently neither has the resources or capacity to do so.

Unless the State first develops a comprehensive plan and increases capacity in the community,
the closure of Chester MHC will likely result in greater numbers of people with mental illness
being diverted to the criminal justice system, becoming homeless, or even dying. DHS must
avail itself of this opportunity to examine the current service system for people with mental
illness and individuals who are dually diagnosed with developmental disabilities and, based upon
that examination, develop a plan for reasonable alternatives and increased commumty capacity —
including the necessary funding.

Equip for Equality stands ready to work with the state to develop a meaningful and effective plan
so that individuals with mental illness and dual diagnoses can receive quality care in the
community and access acute psychiatric care when needed. The recommendation to close
Chester MHC at this time, which includes relocating all residents to other State Operated
Centers, with the attendant displacement of acutely ill patients, is unwise.

Thank you very much.
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Dear Members of Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability:

My name is Dan Colvis and I reside at 601 Hillview Drive, Chester, Illinois. I am
39 years of age and own an Investment Services company located in Chester. I grew up
in Chester and am raising my family here as well.

The Chester Menta} Health Center employs many well-trained hard working staff
members. These employees are also raising their families in Chester, Randolph County,
and Southern Illinois. Closing the Center would have a huge impact on Southern Illinois
and more specifically Chester. The loss of earned income that gets invested back into our
community would be tragic. Our schools and City Government rely on this income and
would be hurt.

I would hope that those in charge of making an important decision like closing
Chester Mental Health Center would look beyond just shutting the doors. This would
affect so many people beyond just the loss of jobs. The trickle down effect would be
€normous.

Chester doesn’t have the big industry or manufacturing jobs that some
communities have. Staff members just can’t go out and obtain another job. Jobs in this
area are very scarce.

Please consider this important decision seriously and look into the catastrophic
loss it would have to our community.

Sincerely.

“Dhan) Lo

Dan Colvis
601 Hillview Drive
Chester, IL 62233

1201 Swanwick Street - Chester, lllinois 62233

Securities and advisory services offered through SIl Investmerts, Inc:®, member INRA/SIPC and & Registered Investment Advisor. Sl and Colvis investment Services are separate companies.



Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL. 62706

(217) 782-5320

(217) 782-3513 (Fax)

October 12, 2011

Honorable Legislative Members of CGFA,

My name is Rebecca Kempfer and [ am a constituent of Sparta, IL and an
employee of Chester Mental Health Center.

I am here to speak of facts that will make this sitnation personable and relatable.
I have a Bachelors Degree in Political Science with a minor in Secondary Education from
the University of Illinois. I am also a certified teacher in the State of Illinois in two
content areas.

Between January and May of 2010, I submitted forty applications to teaching
positions in the surrounding counties. I received one interview and no offers of
employment.. I became a U of I educated 23 year old who couldn’t pay my bills or find a
job. Paying my student loans became very difficult and I had to defer my student loans.

I applied for an Office Assistant job at Chester Mental Health Center, received an
interview and was offered employment. [ am very grateful for my job because I am now
able to pay my bills ~ all of them. My job allows me to contribute financially and support
my family. I enjoy going to work everyday to ensure that all employees of Chester
Mental Health receive a paycheck that reflects their hours worked each pay period.

I have met many new friends at work and each one has a story. Each one has a
family that he or she supports: children to feed, bills to pay, educations to support. I
haven’t met an employee here whose family can function with one less parent working.
In many cases, there is only one parent working— due to this economic environment.
Closing Chester Mental Health Center will devastate their families’ lives.

I had a very difficult time finding a job in this economy. I personally understand
what it is like to wake up everyday and wonder when and how much money is going to
come in. [ am very grateful for my job. Working and providing for my family helps me
feel proud and feel that I am a valuable person in my family.

The employees here are unique because they are highly trained to provide
distinctive and personalized care for each individual patient. If you ask any employee
here, they will tell you how appreciative they are of their job.

Closing Chester Mental Health Center is not the right move. Our communities
will be financially devastated if Chester Mental Health closes. My coworkers, whom I
call friends, will have to move away to find new jobs. Their children will relocate to new
schools which will pull numbers and tax dollars from our local school districts. In turn,
school districts will lay off teachers. All of these events will put more people out of jobs,



raise the unemployment rate even higher and create a bigger burden on our state to
provide unemployment insurance to all of us who are unemployed as a result of CMHC
closing.

The economic impact study from DHS stated “$55 million dollars in income and
economic output” is generated by Chester Mental Health Center. Our communities
cannot afford to lose that amount of money, nor will our communities survive without
that economic output. The small businesses in Chester, Sparta and the surrounding areas
will be forced to close.

Do you think that I will be able to find a teaching job when other teachers are put
out of a job? No. I’'m not being negative — just realistic.

I will have to: apply for unemployment, submit another forty teaching
applications if there are any openings available and defer my student loans again. I will
pray that my application out of 500 will be chosen for an interview. I will pray that I can
provide for my family by putting food on the dinner table. I will pray that the bank will
not foreclose on my house.

My life, along with the lives of my coworkers and residents of all surrounding
communities, will be devastated.

I urge you, distinguished members of CGFA to recommend to Governor Quinn to
keep Chester Mental Health Center open.

The life of our communities depends on it.

Thank you for your time.

,ﬁg/ﬂm?%w/%

Rebecca Kempfer

Office Assistant

Chester Mental Health Center
Chester, IL 62233
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FY 2011 July 2010 Sept 15, 2011 Average Patient | Jul 10 thru Sep 11
Estimated Patient count $ per Patient Patient count $ per Patient count Jul 2010 $ per Patient
| Expense July 2010 FY 11 Est Exp Sept 15, 2011 FY 11 Est Exp thru Sep 15 2011 FY 11 Est Exp
|
Alton 20,991,800 | 122 172,063.93 122 172,083.93 125 167,934.40
Chester 34,089,300 240 145,705.42 239 146,315.06 241 145,100.83
Chicago Reed 25,810,700 124 208,957.26 113 229,298.23 114 227,286.84
Choate * 37,348,500 48 778,052.08 | 81 461,087.90 63 592,801.59
Elgin 59,476,000 389 152,894.60 387 153,684.75 | 384 154,885.42
Madden 28,369,500 132 214,920.45 132 214,920.45 w 135 210,144.44
Mg Farland 19,489,800 115 169,476.52 110 177,180.00 W 110 177,180.00
Singer 13,802,800 73 190,449.32 56 248,264.29 * 69 201,489.86
Tinley Park 20,525,700 70 293,224.29 45 456,126.67 66 310,995.45
Average Patient (Jul 10 thru Sep 11
count Jul 2010 | $ per Patient
thru Sep 15 2011 FY 11 Est Exp
Alton 20,991,800 125 167,934.40
Chester 34,969,300 241 145,100.83
. _
$22,833.57| | Additional cost to house 1 patient at Alton per year
! _
$5,502,890.40 Additional cost to house 241 patients at Alton per year

The web path to the budget information -

DHS > about DHS > About DHS by Division > Administration > Bud

get > FY 2012Budget Briefing > (hospital name) GRF

|

* Choate Mental Health patient numbers do not include the developmental disability patients, only mental health

patients
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FY11 and FY12 YTD Average Daily Census for All DMH State Operated Hospitals

|

Fiscal Year _ _ _
Month Tinley Alton Choate | Reed | Singer | Madden Elgin Chester Mc Farland

Civil Civil | Forensic | Civil Civil Civil Civil Civil | Forensic |Combined| Civil | Forensic
Jul -10 70 22 100 48 124 73 132 83 308 240 94 21
Aug-10 69 23 101 46 121 72 130 84 308 242 93 22
Sep-10 64 21 102 50 120 68 132 75 311 243 95 20
Oct-10 72 22 103 50 111 63 136 73 316 244 94 21
Nov-10 68 23 102 51 109 71 135 72 315 242 92 19
Dec-10 87 20 105 49 110 72 138 73 317 242 81 20
Jan-11 71 22 106 49 112 69 144 74 318 241 85 21
Feb-11 66 21 105 67 113 71 138 72 316 242 86 21
Mar-11 68 20 107 75 112 72 132 69 315 242 86 21
Apr-11 85 18 109 77 112 77 122 52 313 243 85 21
May-11 68 16 110 74 111 74 138 81 316 240 84 22
Jun-11 68 13 113 75 115 67 145 62 313 242 85 22
Jul-11 63 12 115 78 115 64 134 62 316 241 84 23
Aug-11 59 11 110 78 116 61 136 76 312 238 84 23
Sep-15-2011 45 14 108 81 113 55 132 77 310 238 B3 27
avg patient
count 66 19 106 63 114 69 135 71 313 241 88 22
total average
patient count 66 125 63 114 69 135 384 241 110




FY11 and FY12 YTD Average Daily Census for All DMH State Operated Hospitals
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Chester Mental Health Center

& — e A

The Chester Mental Health Center was

* wrizinally established by an act of the Gen-
&=l Assembly on June 1, 1889, as an “Asylum

* Bor Insane Criminals.” Forty-five thousand

* doliars was appropriated for the construction

_i";?he facility. Under the jurisdiction of the
- Beard of Prison Commissioners it received its
- st three patients on Nov. 2, 1891. The legis-

. Eative action provided for the transfer of all
. mmm:ate convicts in the penitentiaries at Joliet
i Chester, [llinois; for transfer of homici-
* &l and dangerous patients confined in other

'saic mental hospitals upon order by the
- Board; and for commitments under mittimus

! - Bwem all county courts throughout the State
. = ol flinois. In 1910, the name of the hospital

. was changed to “Chester State Hospital,” and

. wentrol of the facility was vested in a board

i

Ei
3
i

MR

o administrators.

Histories and early reports confirm that

f#3 changes were made during the first 25
¢ weus of the operation of the hospital. A ma-
- o measure was taken, however, by the 50th

General Assembly when it enacted the Civil
Administrative Code that was approved
March 7, 1917. This Code provided for con-
trol of the hospital to pass from the Board of
Administration to the Department of Public
Welfare. This effectively transferred the fa-
cility to the penitentiary system.

A redecorating program began in 1921 and
was completed in 1922. Included in this
project was the construction of an auxiliary

The new Mental Health Center in Chester.
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recreation yard that was also to be used for
restraining and safeguarding patients in care
of fire.

A new four-story building was constructed
in 1929 which more than doubled the capac-
ity of the hospital. However, the new build-
ing did not eliminate the overcrowded condi-
tion and by 1932 the population had reached
446 persons. As a result, legislative action
was taken in 1933 which eliminated the trans-
fer of patients from penal institutions and
limited the facility to patients committed un-
der mittimus from courts and for transfers
from other state mental hospitals. In addition,
the facility’s name was changed to the Illinois
Security Hospital. By 1935 those prisoners be-
ing treated there had been returned to the
penitentiary system and the population had
dropped to 255.

There was little change in the facility until
the early 1960’s. Up until that time the hospi-

LAPLLUL Wa messwe -

T T

) —o—

State Hospital For Criminal Insane, Chester, Illinois until 19756

tal provided primarily custodial care for it
patients. The 1960’s brought about maijc:
changes in the philosophy and style of th:
treatment of the mentally ill throughout ths
country. These changes were reflected at th+ |
Illinois Security Hospital in the establish-
ment of professionally directed efforts =
treatment programming. At the same time ths
physical plant continued to age and was n:
longer adequate to meet the changing need:
for the modern treatment and care. Accord-
ingly, in 1972 the ground was broken for con-
struction of a totally new facility. At the sams
time the name of the hospital was changed tc
the Chester Mental Health Center. In 1976
the new facility was occupied. It is consid-
ered to represent the most modern maximum
security mental health facility in the countrs
and has a capacity for 360 patients. During
1979 an average of 260 patients were in resi-
dence.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Govermnor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways. and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH

EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs

to focus on tmmnmg the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.

(Please print clearly)
Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail

IW MJ ﬂf@p_[,ﬂ'ldw,l,fazwz b{s-zn-ssm_ﬁ@ﬂqﬂeﬁm‘m(um
9. Qhes bna Mw G20 Son b Kizs £ oof ZH 4228
3 Tvomram 4 Md//ﬂy/y 20 55, Ah Ly A s T4 beasy

174

( /zuLs_iLRie,B At (2737
m Zsd LY £229 >
sl Mebon b 907 Tidon D Lo

Lt A/yéfs U420 Sprias Sperba DLLOIL
N fiﬂmz 5 400, bellos 00, S 62257

\.__f '.:2.;- Z

13.@_@ u. 6 2L n@q_,__z,ig_hg_%ig




JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unempioyment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on tnmmmg the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which wiil
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unempioyment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways. and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently GovemorQumnhasannouncedthnthe intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends snd family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
pumber grow higher, notnommuondevastntetheloealeeonom;y Governor Quinn needs
tofocusontnmmmgthebudgetmotherways,andnottakeawayﬂ:ejobswhlchmll
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN QUR REGION.

CmﬂyGwmQtﬁmhuamwmcedMMinundsonclosthhﬁm
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of ow friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
mmberpowhighcr,notwmenﬁondevasm'eﬁnloealmminy. Govemor Quim needs
mfocusonuimmingthebudgetinotherways,mdmttakeawaythejobswhichwiﬂ
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
nmwwﬁgw,mwmﬁmmmelochy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region. :
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

CmﬂyGwleﬁmhasmmcedﬂmheimends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to meation devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
tofocusonu-immingmebudgetinotherways.andnottakeawayﬂlejobswhichwill
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
Jevastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

CumnﬂyGovemorQumnhasmmmcedﬂmthemmndsoncloﬂngChster
Mental Health Center, which will affect maay of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. SOOmphyees.whlchlfclosed,wouldcausethememployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor-Quinn needs
tofocusonmmmmgmbudgetmotherways,andnotmkeawaythejobswhlchwm
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH }L@CAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGIOK.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family, This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
aumber grow hlghcr, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES [N SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Cusrently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Menta! Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility

currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, niot to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Govemor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

Jdevastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
numbex grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Govemnor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility

currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Govemor Quinn needs
mfocmonmmmmgﬂ;ebudgmoﬂnrways,andnotmhawaythejobswhmhmﬂ
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which wiil
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility

number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Heaith Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher. not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail

Alic e >teap tharsaon Rl Muph, dorw
Lk s /’ é
W e Naide, oR gi M%w
()dw%,@— b7 Heetlin /"%A—érchw
s olwily, Pk 07 floes7n M B, S

6. 7000 R _ W
%@w | Mot Ane . V1 Bewodl- 02504,

F v Pt Ave \J@m‘__ Al Lzapw

’Lazl- P S €7 Wt

wajﬁy—ﬂ (ddoznda s 7/
A NLEA AN,

13 4 A Zﬁﬁ JE w 77 /77/

14, lﬂ/ Z$/q / /2= /V77’{/ /P boro .Z:L/

15. " /’r/m vyl Lo t’ L/) aw
--51 € . (YO ﬂ l‘; g 4 "’ egj am:(:[_
17. M\-— \‘ MKW\ \@Su\w«\\wp&\\& ﬂ\u‘a\% Qoo T v3 704




JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the {ocal economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail

1897423
LCneryl Clutts 27 Shirleys Dr. M'bo, 1L (24l cheryie @ siu -cdi-
2, S'gdg,e (?m frey  Jp Fairdew An- )41//4, 61 797
3.S@i/u%ﬁnm 285 azzmiy bn ﬂm é;?d_]"
4. DorisSohpsn 520t fy2Rd WMorphyshore T L
s B llen gmond, 1813 STave 4su
6. Lach Sehnson A Fajekondes Murllysbard
7 00e \oowen . 89 Leon \are.  AUS TN

AR, &zgg[ag 73)2 A[{Am‘gd&z lngngf Jo70

9. A €om Aﬂs4¢ 232 Alr«rﬂ-«é-q_ mU&,Q p‘,5 3 &.uéu

L@ﬂ_ﬁm&m Ret Dl les £Y ,m_gd%@

'\ntuub(m //07/// /&W Lﬂw, A 9_;4

ALL LS A L i1

BESece sl [0S 4 1 Phy Sbote, 7Y

14, W‘( W, dhafS Iu AU/;«M/lffédfc’, Z/
bn Atlo ., NIA1L M boco 7
16. NﬂLhP h) Illams, b? Vet bone ,JM 7

WM%MML_IM&JQ




JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx, 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow hjgher not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on tnmmmg the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING J OBS IN OUR REGION.

Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cduse the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.

(Please print clearly)
Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on tnmmmg the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor-Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region,
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH

EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 emtiployees, which if closed, would cause te unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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Name Adadress, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center. which witl affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on tnmmmg the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center. which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region,

(Please print clearly)
Name Address, City, Zip Phone # E-Mail

10 /Zdzq f/cc//eray 70C/I—£:cxco/ey St Amosyi e ¢ 2292 (N 5-5EZRATE

2. .James Cl55€” |30( Tower 5T. 6@ﬂ53{|”£ Tl (243 LI¥-253-432
3. (ﬂ\r)np lﬂ p‘)\(kﬂ@/ (.51 NP [putenle T4 02237 (58 328>

LaaleyT S-S
4. Loy 6 Read V31D WOonit oo M oge CodszeiiN\e X EXN W\E T

5.0 K< Henng 1 700300403 ¢ Fuonsulle T2 L2212 _CIP-3¢0-000F

6-%‘:m_ Haam 17005 rd St Enamntle Te (252 (18- 315352

7. SewpSer St Fit w Nacksow S+ Spata Tt bas§l ~6/5-3/7-250¢

p /_.
8. //,,4;,4/ 3rb o 2 gwé N 622 8¢ of& 3278
9 ’{1 / oy A, / X ¥ X & L. g /o‘@ 89(, KQJQQQ'

S w}a-/ﬁ/mmmmw Bl
1. If’ 9 Low ot St Eogns /A p2lY>

12. W/sv’z/ Jc/w@m §174 St ingtrwn Y. Evorguile, 1L 4742

13. (\/(L‘H\u Schulen 10| c':c%)rS\du Dy, CVANG e 10 (Y
14. 0U;Uz/ fﬁ,u/ﬂm/ £/94 5f/;4/a/au/u /&/ GAMMQQW,Z

1S, TAES BLAOR Al(O/ gz,mﬂ 37 Foswso. e TS @FFF
ﬁm%mm POLUK 0B Tuden TL 398

MA@@MM%




\

JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center. which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will

devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs

to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region,
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closéd, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher, not to mention devastate the local economy. Governor Quinn needs
to focus on trimming the budget in other ways, and not take away the jobs which will
devastate our region.
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JOIN WITH LOCAL 424 CHESTER MENTAL HEALTH
EMPLOYEES IN SAVING JOBS IN OUR REGION.

Currently Governor Quinn has announced that he intends on closing Chester
Mental Health Center, which will affect many of our friends and family. This facility
currently has approx. 500 employees, which if closed, would cause the unemployment
number grow higher,