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July 20, 2015

To Whom It May Concern:

I am the RN at Hardin County Work Camp (HCWC). I was born and raised in Hardin County. I
have been working for the Illinois Department of Corrections for a little over sixteen years, I
have worked at HCWC for nearly fifteen of those years. HCWC is a greatly needed facility in this
area. There are currently six work camps in Illinois; HCWC is the only work camp in Southern
Illinois. There are four work camps in Central Illinois and one in Northern Illinois.

This facility provides vital services to local communities such as labor provided by the work
crews, vegetables harvested from the garden project, and jobs filled by local and area residents.
The work camp provides the offenders an opportunity to learn various job skills as well as build
work ethic. One of the offenders was discussing this past week how he could start his own
business detailing cars. Many others have commented on how the skills they learned through
the Building Trades program have better prepared them to get a job when they are released.
They weren’t looking for what the state could do for them when they are released, but what
they could do for themselves and for others. With the rate of recidivism being 48% in the state
of Illinois, we want these men to go back into their communities and use what they have
learned to become productive residents of the state.

Offenders have told me how they feel it is better being in a low stress and non-violent facility
with access to educational classes, vocational classes and performing various jobs duties, such
as what is offered at HCWC. They feel they benefit from being at HCWC because of what it
offers them in terms of work ethic and fostering a sense of responsibility. Offenders who are
assigned on work crews and grounds crews take pride in completing projects, and it is reflected
in their attitude and behavior. They are motivated to be productive and feel good about
themselves and their accomplishments. The communities in this rural area cannot afford to hire
enough workers to do the work that they need done. When the work crews are sent to the local
towns or villages, the labor provided by the work crews is greatly appreciated.

When emergencies arise such as the river rising out of its banks, the work crews play a large
role in assisting the community. When flooding occurs, time is of the essence. The work crews
provide the labor involved with installing the flood gates. The offenders can quickly fill
sandbags that can be sent out to where they are needed. Who will fill this role if HCWC is
shuttered? Who will we call upon? More importantly, when will they come?

The Social IMPACT Research Center web page reports the poverty level for Hardin County is
20.3% compared to 14.7% for the state of Illinois. The unemployment rate for Hardin County is
8.9% compared to 6.2% for the state. Less than two weeks ago there was a local family that
made the heart-wrenching decision to leave the state, but more importantly their family, and
move to Kentucky because there were no jobs in the county.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau web page, the population of Hardin County alone was 4320
in 2010. The estimated population for 2013 was 4158 which was a decrease of 162 residents.
The estimated population for 2014 was 4129 — that is an additional 29 residents — a total



decrease of 191 residents in four years. Results of the 2010 census indicate that Hardin County
is the second smaliest county in Illinois and the least populous. For a rural area like Hardin
County, this is noteworthy and significant.

As you can easily see, the Hardin County Work Camp certainly has a positive influence on the
offenders who gain skills that enable them to transition back into society as productive citizens,
but it is also important to note the tremendous impact its loss will mean to our community — a
community already burdened by unemployment and poverty but a community that is proud of
its history and perseverance.

Respectfully yours,

s L R0

Karen Dunstan RN/CNII



bhol o +

Most know that our Southern Illinois Region is predominantly rural.
Our Population is declining

We have high unemployment

We have pockets of extreme poverty

Our income is lower than the state average

8 of 11 southernmost counties border a neighboring state

Our retail trade leakages alone place increased pressure on local governments
and other taxing districts to provide essential services.

With so little money circulating ---- Essential Service--- Parks, Recreation and
Emergency Services suffer---

The Hardin County Work Camp has long been a Buffer—bridging these gaps— for
Intra-governmental and Intra-agency needs vital to local governments, not for
profits and local communities since its existence.

As President of the Ohio River Scenic Byway Board, a 501¢3, Volunteer group
promoting the Heritage and History in 7 counties along 188 miles of lllinois
portion of the Ohio River Region we know we could not accomplish many tasks
without the assistance of the Work Camp. We represent some of the poorest
areas economically but perhaps the richest in natural beauty and history in our
State.

The Hardin County Work Camp has been a vital partner in keeping it pristine but
more recently to facilitate the completion of a state of the Art Bike Rack Project
Sponsored by IDOT, IDNR and the Illinois BYWAYS.

The Work Camp coordinated with the ORSB, each municipality and county, State
parks the Forest Service, to distribute and install as appropriate the Bike racks
with QR codes representing all 7 lllinois Byways.



Without the Hardin County Work Camp this large project could not have been
completed. It's a great example of cooperative efforts at every level of local
government- to state and volunteer - to simply facilitating a bike ride through our
town and encouraging a stop and stay awhile --- Bridging the gap, providing
essential services- Thus added value and in turn perhaps much needed revenue.

Let’s revisit the retail leak:

Hardin County’s retail Leak --- $21 Million
Pope County’s retail leak --- $24 Million
Gallatin County’s retail leak— $33 Million

Saline County’s retail leak -- $18 Million-- for a 370 Million for our Southern
Hlinois region.

I submit to you that Hardin County Work Camp is not the Problem but rather the
Solution!

Thank you- Rhonda Belford ORSB President

Statics from: Stronger Economies Together (U of | Extension)
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