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To whom it may concern,

I am writing to vou in regard to the proposed closing of Dickson Mounds
and other hoidings of the Illincis State Museum in Lewistown, Illinois.
This is due to the dispute over the siate’s budget. It has been stated by
the senate president that a budget for the 2016 fiscal year is around
$4.8 billion in the hote. (The Illinois State Museum operates at 4.8
miilion.) Thus, Governor Bruce Rauner has replied with a plan %o cut
programs in a proposed 9 difierent state departments, including the
Department of Natural Resources {DNR). He plans to close the facilities
within the Illinois state museum. Rauner stated, ™...should their be a
failure to put a balance budget in place by July 1, Dickson Mounds and
four of the other Illinois State Museum facilities will close.

Multiple issues are foreseen with the museum closings. The museum
will lose its national accreditation; this is a prestigious accompiishment
only achieved by five percent of museums in the United States. Nationa!
accreditation gives the museum access t¢c more grants, and the irust of
donors who loan their collecticns to museums. "The artifacts of the -
museum will be cared for, but those which ware borrowed will have to
be returned to their owners. Even if the museum reopens in the future,
..its unlikely that donors would trust the collections to the museum
ever again” according to Guerry Suags, chairman of the Iiiinois State
Museum Board.

I have watched as people in servica to their community pack up their
lives into boxes, peopie whe have dedicated their lives to teliing the
nistory of the first Americans in an accurate light. These are the family
of workers, including archaeclogists and staff of Dickson Mounds, that I
have personally seen take time out of each and every day to talk with
visitors to answer any questions they may have. They have opened their
doors {0 the next generation of archaeologists, myself included,
ensuring the history, archaeolegy, and cultural anthropology of the
Illinois River Valley survives.

I am a graduate student in Geography & Archaeology at Valparaiso
University; undertaking an internship at Dickson Mounds, under the
mentorship of archaeologists: Alan Harn, Dr. Michael Wiant, and Dr.
Michael Connor. During my time here, I have reaiized what an important
role the facility provides for the comimunity, even though the area is
very low in income. The museum provides a wide range of programs,
activities, and research opportunities for all ages from the small (tot
time), to seniors with our coffee house programs and academic lectures.
As Iliinois residents, I imagine your families may have visited the
Iilinois State Museum in Springfield or Dickson Mounds in Lewistown
Illinois. You may be famillar with the educational programs and cultura!
activities the museum system provides.



School groups visit these facilities daily, as they offer hands on
educational experience. The museum offers 12,000 vears of human
experience in the Illinois River Valley. It offers Prehistoric artifacis from
more than 2,90c¢ sites representing Mative American prehistory ranging
in age from 12,000 years to 300 years ago. Within the Anthropology/
Archaeology collecticn alone there are more than 8 miilion
archaeological specimens and ethnographic objects, and is among the
most extensive in the United States.

Dickson Mounds Museum, is a branch of the Illinois State Museum and a
National Historic Site, is one of the major on-site archaeologicat

musaums in the United States. In its Ssth year, Dickson Mounds is the
longest standing musaum in Xliinois. The history of Dickson Mounds
began in 1927 when Dr. Don Dickson conducted excavations on his
family farm. His pioneer work cf in situ excavation attracted the general
public, as well as professionals and scholars. The University of Chicago
archaeologists began working at Dickson Mounds in 1930 where they
established many of the methods and field techniques of modern
archaeoliogy. In 1945 the museum was bought by the Illinois State
Museum system due to monetary hardship. In 1972 the present building
was erected.

I have chosen to petition you in opposition of the museum closing. 1
balieve that history, a blending of culture, and freedom are the vary
basis of our country. This proposed closing would siience the first
Americans, and upset the First Nations ¢f lNative Descent. Dickson
Mounds is the voice of those that have passed, and in our fight to remain
open we wish to continue to tell their story throughout the
generations. I implore ycu to use any influence you may have to help
preserve these valuable assets and allow the service to their
communities to continue. As elected leaders of Illinois, I urge you to
listen to the voices of those who elected you to represent their best
intarests. I urge you to revise your stand, and find other means of
balancing your budget that will not deprive the residents of these
communities from their valuable historical, educational, and cultural
resources. Be a voice ‘for the people,” I urge vou tc take a stand!

Thank you for your time during this important matter,
Patricia Jo Korzeniewski
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Good afternoon. My name is Kathryn Harris and | recently
retired from the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library (ALPL) as
the Library Services Director, a position | held since 1996.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today regarding
the proposed closure of the IL State Museum. Please know that

| oppose this closure.

S and

Over the years | have had a Erofessional and collegial oy
Ml

e
relationship with not only iwo’Museum Directors, Ed Munyer,
and Bonnie Styles, but my staff and 1 have also worked with
Museum staff as they used the collections of the IL State
Historical Library, now the ALPL, to conduct research for several
exhibits, including lllinois quilts, the 1908 Springfield Race Riot,
“One Shot Doc”, which highlighted the photographic genius of
“Doc” Helm, long time photographer for the Office of the IL
Secy of State, and chronicler of IL African American History. In
addition, for the Lincoln Bicentennial Exhibit, the Library was a
major collaborator and contributor. The staffs at the Main
facility, the Research and Collections facility, as well as its
satellite sites, are professionally trained in museum studies, art,
paleontology, botany and other disciplines. The loss of this
expertise because of its closure, and solely for state budgetary
reasons, will surely be detrimental to the standing and status of
the Museum in the Museum world. Our Museum is accredited



by the American Alliance of Museums and to achieve that
status is no easy feat. o 7!, on /e
mwwmj _[mlf;rv‘”-f ﬂ\y Uﬂ-( "L DUL / w Ce ]"1),(_’44$

bt‘*f’i s’[‘Dr::a i) camc/ ra’m near ¢
The ISM is among the most popular tourist attractions in

Springfield and indeed across the state. It generates revenue
for state coffers. Its interactive exhibits, which combine topical
research and Museum Best Practices, delight, educate, and
entertain children and adults alike. The Play Museum, the
Saturday Summer events, the permanent exhibits, and the
changing exhibits in the gallery are such that for the returning
visitor, the Museum is not the same place twice.

In these days of difficult hudget negotiations, | believe, as do so
many others, that the closure of the ISM being used like a pawn
in chess game and its closure does little to address the massive
deficit that faces our State. | respectfully request that this
action not move forward.

Thank you. & M%W

Kathryn M. Harrls LS (Retired)
1315 East Adams/Springfield, IL 62703/ T: 217-528-4872(h)
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Good afternoon. Thank you for allowing me to speak to

you today.

My name is Dana Smith, and I am the Marketing &
Tourism Coordinator for the Spoon River Partnership for
Economic Development in Canton, IL. Our organization
focuses on economic and community development in Fulton
County, where Dickson Mounds Museum is located. It is the
most popular tourism site in Fulton County, and brings over

50,000 visitors to our area each year,

I am also a member of the Board of Directors of the Illinois
River Road National Scenic Byway, which stretches from
Ottawa to Havana along the Illinois River. Dickson Mounds
Museum is one of the most popular sites along the Byway,

pulling people south along the route to tour its facility.

From a tourism standpoint, I can only echo what many
have already said during this hearing. The economic benefit to
Fulton County brought by Dickson Mounds Museum is
significant, and its loss would be extremely painful. Visitors
stay in our hotels, eat at our restaurants, shop in our stores, buy

gas at our stations. They help sustain small businesses, often run



by just family members, throughout the county and their lost
income could have a devastating effect. By closing the
Museum, you may save some expense at the state level, but I am
afraid you will have the unwanted result of further depressing

the already fragile economy in Fulton County.

From a personal standpoint, I find it heartbreaking and
shocking that the state would choose to close the doors of these
facilities, which provide educators, children, researchers,
historians, archeologists and average Illinois citizens the
opportunity to discover the past, and learn how it has shaped our
present. If we fail to preserve and protect our history and our
culture, I believe that we are guilty of failing to protect our most

precious assets.

I respectfully ask that these facilities be funded, and that
they be allowed to continue serving the residents of Illinois and

%%%ﬁ famonce M
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