Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC)

Peoria Adult Transition Center Closing- Fact Sheet

These are serious fiscal times for the State of Illinois. To move Illinois forward, the Governor is
proposing budget reductions, pension and Medicaid stabilization, and steps to grow our economy.
As part of these efforts, the Governor has tasked most agencies with reducing spending by
approximately 9%. For the Department of Corrections, that totals approximately $112 million
which requires the closure of two prisons, six Adult Transition Centers and cost reductions in
nearly every area of the department.

The closing of the Peoria Adult Transition Center (ATC) is a necessary step for the Illinois
Department of Corrections in order to manage the proposed budget. The inmate population at the
Peoria ATC totals 224, which is less than 0.5% of the entire inmate population. The projected
closure date of August 31, 2012, will save taxpayers approximately $3.5 million in FY13 and
approximately $4.2 million on an annualized basis.

Peoria ATC

Peoria, IL

Population: 224

Staff Layoffs: 30

Annualized Operational Cost: $4.2 million
Closure Date: 8/31/12

Reasons the six ATCs, including Peoria ATC, were chosen for closer:
e [DOC will no longer be obligated to pay the monthly lease costs and various vendor fees
e The department can safely place eligible offenders on electronic detention
e The cost of electronic home detention averages $5.00/person per day compared to the
aggregate cost of $61.24 /person per day in the ATCs.

IDOC can maintain its commitment to provide inmates an opportunity to successfully transition
back into society.
e I[nmates housed at ATCs typically have jobs in the community, attend school, and receive
various types rehabilitative services
e [DOC can allow similar re-entry opportunities to inmates through electronic detention (ED)
e Eligible ED participants will be low-level, minimum security inmates
e Inmates on ED are only allowed to leave their residence for work, school, programming or
other department authorized movement
e Movement is strictly limited and monitored

IDOC intends to take measures to minimize the impact of the closure on the 30 employees at the
Peoria ATC.
e There are six correctional facilities located within 90 miles of the Peoria ATC.
e By August, 31 2012, the department may have at least 594 vacancies to offer impacted staff
e Approximately 135 of those vacancies will be at facilities located within that 90-mile radius

Safety and security is of upmost importance and is always the department’s top priority. IDOC will
implement changes in a way that prioritizes public safety and security while minimizing impact on
staff and the inmate population.
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April 23, 2012

The Honorable
Governor Pat Quinn
207 State House
Springfield, IL. 62706

RE: Peoria Adalt Transition Center Closure

Dear Governor Quinn:

1 am writing this correspondence as one of the many active community leaders in our area who strongly oppose the
planned closure of the Peoria Adult Transition Center as part of the Fiscal Year 2013 Budget.

As a Pastor in a crime challenged community, 1 have the opportunity to counsel with numerous individuals, who
have been recently released from the Illinois Dept. of Corrections in serving their time. Upon speaking to these
individuals in helping them to successfully transition back to society, they have shared with me the insurmountable
difficulty in trying to find employment after being incarcerated. In many of the conversations, this has been
identified as one of main obstacles preventing a former inmate’s successful transition back into society as a
productive citizen. The Peoria Adult Transition Center gives the inmate the opportunity to find employment and
gain employment history so they can obtain job skills and be given another opporhmity to be a productive member
of society.

I am also part of a Neighborhood Committee that has partnered with the States Attorney’s Office and the Peoria
Police Dept. in a committed effort to ensure the public safety and welfare of our community. We realize that to
properly address all areas of the public safety and stability of our neighborhoods is going to require the utilization of
all agencies committed to establishing and maintaining the safety and stability of our communities. The Peoria Adult
Transition Center serves a crucial role in helping inmates transition back to society in establishing a safe and stable

community.

I understand the need for a cost effective government. This is a state agency that generates revenue for the state and
works successfully in helping the citizens of Illinois establish and maintain safe and productive communities. I urge
you to reconsider your planned closure of the Peoria Adult Transition Center. The closure would have grave
consequences, not only for the lost jobs for the employees of the Peoria Adult Transition Center but also on the
successful rehabilitation efforts of the Illinois Dept. of Corrections.

Thank you for your attention and consideration,

Very truly yours,




Pat Quinn

"IinOis Governor

Department of S. A. Godine
. . A G0 Zz

Corrections Director

Peoria Adult Transition Center / 607 Main Street / Peoria, IL 61602 / Telephone: (309) 671-3162 / TDD: (800) 5260844

To Whom it May Concern:

There have been inmates come to the Peoria Aduit Transition Center who
have never worked a day in there life. All they have known is a life of crime. While here they
have gotten a job and learned job skills. They have been able to save their money and when
they get out ,they get an apartment and car with the money they saved.

I teach-Anger Management to them and they do have a problem with anger because of past life
experiences. As chaplain I counsel with them on a one to one basis giving them the help that is
needed.. I also teach them parenting skills which they lack a great deal. They are taught
marriage classes.

A.A is taught in the Center. The inmates also have Reformers Unanimous available to them .
Reformers Unanimous is the largest faith based addiction recovery group in the United States.
Its headquarters are in Rockford, Ill. There is a chapter at the Bay View Baptist Church in
Washington, 11

Some of the inmates can not read and do not have a high school diploma. GED classes are
taught at the Peoria Adult Transition Center

David Anderson
Chaplain

309 671 3162
309 382 2604



Following is my written statement in support of retaining the Peoria ATC
facility as a most necessary element of the criminal justice system, one of
the few bright lights in the field of corrections today.

As a professor of criminology and sociology at Bradiey University for the
past 40+ years, having taught a course in corrections at least oncefyear in
that time, having visited innumerabie state, federal, and international
correctional facilities in that time, having been a co-founder of the aduit
probation office in 1971, and having a deep theoretical interest in the
problems in corrections, especially recidivism, | offer full hearted support
for the retention of the Peoria ATC as one of todays most successful and
viable correctional options available.

There are so many reasons that corrections is failing and the recidivism
rates are rising as a significant part of that failure, but the concept and
practice of transitional and step down facilities and practices is not one of
them. In fact, they are one of the few correctional practices that actually
reduce recidivism rates. Prisons themselves are far more than schools for
crime. They actually breed the very same social/psychological conditions
that cause the crimes in the first place. Studies by criminologists,
psychologists, and psychiatrists alike, including such modern writers as
Karl Menninger, James Gilligan, and Stephen Pfohl, who all consider
prisons to be the place where most criminals now come from. With
recidivism rates in the 70/80 percent levels, we recycle criminals far better
that any other product. The reasons for this are deep and pervasive, but at
the least, transitional facilities and practices are able to mitigate many of
the issues that confront criminals leaving prison today. We already
incarcerate more individuals than any other advanced society in the world,
and keeping them there only exacerbates the problem. Most of them will
be released someday. Do we want them back worse off than when they
went in?, or should we want them to be less likely, not more likely, to
commit crimes when they are released? An Ohio state prison inmate
reported that he was sent to prison for theft, for which he agreed was fitting
because of his crime. And he then said he would not steal again when he
got out. But then he added, "Do you think | am rehabilitated"? "Well I'm not,
because now | only think about killing because of all that has happened as
a part of the prison experience". Soldiers enduring combat are frequently
beset with adjustment problems, as well do law enforcement officers
involved in critical duties, who then need and should and are given
appropriate "debriefings and other transitional practices" to assist them
with the traumas endured. Since most of us have never lived in a prison,
how can we know what those on the other side are experiencing. This is
not to feel sorry for any of them. Even though studies show that a very



large percentage of those behind bars were seriously abused as children,
physically and sexually, over which they had NO control, and which
according to psychologists and psychiatrists, and criminolgists, had a
serious consequence on their subsequent criminal behaviour, the even
more serious problem is then what happens while they are in a
"correctional" environment, which then exacerbates their issues and makes
them even worse. Is that what we want? But that is what we are getting
with recidivism rates and remarks like those from the inmate from Ohio. So
why shouldn't we as intelligent members of our society, work to reduce the
germs and traumas that cause illness and crime. Transitional practices,
like other intervention services including medical ones, serve that purpose.
They are able to refresh the mind and put reason and rationality back into
at least some of those who will be back on our streets.

Employment is a critical factor in reducing recidivism. It also creates
structure and goal attainment. These are things that transitional centers
like the Peoria ATC can and do help accomplish. There are many young
men who are staying out of prison--not committing crimes—that would most
probably be back without the ATC experience. Some men will actually
commit crimes just to be able to go back to prison because they have no
job. They will never be productive members of our society. Transition
centers change that. Fr. Flanagan, founder of Boys Town in Nebraska has
said, "There is no such thing as a bad boy, only boys who do bad

things". It is time to focus on stopping the "bad things", and not enhancing
the boys abilities to do them, by keeping the "boys" from being and
returning to their "bad ways" with the tools we aready have available to

us. Transition facilities and practices are most definitely one of those tools.

Dr. Zant



AMVETS
POST 64

237 NE MONROE, PEORIA, IL 61602-1034
Phone (309) 676-9458
Fax (309) 676-5875

April 18,2012

Peoria ATC Union Office
607-613 Main Street
Peoria, IL 61602

To Whom It May Concern:

Several years ago we needed volunteers to perform various projects around our post building. Our
membership consists primarily of WWII, Korean & Vietnam veterans who have aged to the point that
many can no longer perform manual labor.

We were told that the Peoria Adult Transition Center would provide volunteers to perform many duties
for non-profit organizations. We contacted the center and were greeted by a professional, friendly staff
which was eager to help. They supplied volunteers for our initial project request and many others that
followed.

We realize that the State of Illinois needs to reduce costs to alleviate their huge debt. However, to
eliminate the Adult Transition Centers would not be a wise decision. Not only do the officers and staff
do an outstanding job, but the inmates learn valuable work lessons that enable them to become
responsible citizens. Therefore Amvets Post #64 recommends that this facility not be closed.

Sincerely,

Joseph W. Sharpe
Post Commander
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From the Studio Museum of Harlem in New
York, the Woodruff Library in Atlanta or The
Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago,
Jonathon Romains art has been seen and
collected all over the world. He has had the
rare privilege of being a full time artist his
entire adult life. His client list run the gamut
from Actress Angela Bassett, BET News man
Ed Gordon to the late Oscar Brown Junior
and the lllinois Poet Laureate Gwendolyn
Brooks.

His art has also been used as a tool in helping
to raise tens of thousands of dollars for
different organizations and scholarship funds

across the country. In addition to his very
active art career Mr. Romain is a public
speaker and director of Art Forms, Incorpo-
rated, a nonprofit, 501c3 organization that
teaches different forms of art to disadvan-
taged youth.

The paintings available in this catalog span
the course of nearly twenty years. Many of
them will be shown here for the very first
time.

Romain creating a mural for a local elementary school

Don't think you can afford a ni
piece of art? Not so! You can pa
all at once or take your time an
break the payments up into
many as six installments.

DISD’. ?E?

NETWORE

309-713-3744
WWW.jromain.com

-""""‘I
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Art by Romain




Peoria Adult Transition Center
Employers log sheets

The following attachments are a comprehensive list of all the current
employers that work with PATC in hiring our inmates for work and job
training. It is also used as a tool for staff to be able to quickly reference and
account for all inmates out on work assignments. All inmates must be
accessible for spot check at anytime on their assignment.
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Facilities & Visitation : North Lawndale Aduit Transition Center Page 1 of 2

North Lawndale Adult Transition Center
Yvonne Johnson, Supervisor

Facility Data

North Lawndale Adult Transition Center
Opened: June 2000

*Qperational Capacity: 200

Transitional Security Male

*Current Population: 198

Average Age: 32 ]
FY2010 Average Annual Cost Per Inmgite: $25,181.00

*As of 11/30/2011. Reflects bed space capacity analysis as outlined in the January 1, 2012 Quarterly
Report to the Legislature.

Yisiling Hours

Visitors to any correctional facility will be required to produce photo identification and verification of date

of birth. Please be sure to bring 2 forms of identificatlon with you; these would include a current

photo ID such as a driver's license, a state ID card, government ID card, military ID/driver's license, or

acceptable documentation of non-U.S. citizenship Including a current Passport, or Visa, documentation - Sr
must contain the visitor's date of birth, Expired forms of identification will not be accepted. Visitors will ' v

also be required to provide vehicle information and other pertinent data, such as government
identification, official credentials, attorney registration, and or law student certification, Q

North Lawndale ATC
Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Visitors should check in by 8:00 p.m,

Facility Address Yj'

Business Mall: k ¥ DL‘Q/
2839 West Fillmore c (o~ A
Chicago, IL 60624 ( \(

Inmate Mail:

Inmate Name & IDOC#

2839 West Fillmore 5( )(‘:l/{
Chicago, IL 60624 Q R \)(,..
[

Phone: (773) 638-8491

Fax: (773) 638-8498 D ‘g\

Faciiity Informstion (\

The mission of Safer Foundation's North Lawndale Adult Transition Center (ATC) is to reduce recidivism
by supporting, through a full spectrum of services, the efforts of peaple with criminal records to become
employed, law-abiding members of the community. From the beginning, North Lawndale adopted a
philosophy that good programming is good security and good security is good programming. In practice
that means that residents who are active In programs create far less security problems than those who
are not, and where there is structure and order, programs can be effectively implemented.

The Safer Foundation's North Lawndale ATC has a 200-bed capacity and is located at 2839 W. Fillmore on
the west side of Chicago. The facility and the programs of North Lawndale ATC are designed for offenders
in work-release status transitioning from secure custody and preparing for parole. The security system
within the facility enables staff to monitor residents' living, common and recreation areas and streets in
the area around the factlity. The facility consists of one building with four community-style living units,
which house general population offenders.

Inmate Programs

Academic:
s« GED {General Educational Development)
e Literacy

Volunteer Services:

Literacy Services

Falth Based

Recreational

Mentoring

Counseling

Religious Services

Other:
« Case Management Services
» Cognitive Therapies
e Mental Health Services



Facilities & Visitation : Peoria Adult Transition Center Page 1 of 1

Peoria Adult Transition Center
Joanne K. Halfacre, Supervisor

Facility Data

Peorla Adult Transltion Center
Opened: 1972

Operational Capacity: 248
Transitional Security Male
*Current Population: 226

Average Age: 32 N
FY2010 Average Annual Cost Per Inmafe: $19,572.00

*Ags of 11/30/2011. Reflects bed space capacity analysis as outlined in the January 1, 2012 Quarterly
Report to the Legisiature.

Visiting Houry

IDOC visitation Rules and Information--please review befora visiting.

Visitors to any correctional facility will be required to produce photo identification and verification of date

of birth. Please be sure to bring 2 forms of Identification with you; these would include a current photo

1D such as a driver's license, a state ID card, government ID card, military ID/driver's license, or

acceptable documentation of non-1.S. citizenship including a current Passport, or Visa, documentation ,1}
must contain the visitor's date of birth. Expired forms of identification will not be accepted. Visitors will N

also be required to provide vehicle Information and other pertinent data, such as government )(
identification, official credentials, attorney registration, and or law student certification.

L J
Monday, Tuesday, Friday, Saturday, & Sunday: 6:00pm to 9:00pm Q ( '
Holidays are same as above

Faciiity Address \/QO -~
Business Mall:

607-613 North Main
Peoria, IL 61602

Inmate Mail:

Inmate Name & IDOC#
607-613 North Main
Peoria, IL 61602

Phone: (309) 671-3162
Fax: (309) 672-1401
Facility Information

The primary mission of the Peoria Adult Transition Center is to provide supervision, sanctions,
reintegration pragrams and service to the resident offenders. Peoria ATC is committed to maximizing the
abllity of offenders to be self-sufficlent law, abiding citizens when they leave.

Peoria ATC 15 housed in one building in downtown Peoria. At approximately 48,000 square feet, It
contains 248 beds in dorm-type rooms with 6 to 12 residents per room. The facility is located on the bus
route amid restaurants, the Civic Center and several hotels, which employ the Peoria ATC residents,

Inmate Programs

Academic
* GED {General Education Development)
s College education avallable in community
Vocational
s Culinary Arts
Other
» Alcoholics Anonymous
+ Marriage Counseling
+ Parenting
# Life Skills
= Anger Management
= Counseling



Facilities & Visitation : Fox Valley Adulf Transition Center

Fox Valley Adult Transition Center

Gretchen Williams, Supervisor
Facility Data

Fox Valley Adult Transition Center
Opened: April 1972

*QOperational Capacity: 128
Transitional Security Female

*Current Popufation: 125

Average Age: 36

FY2010 Average Annual Cost Per Ijmate: $15,901.00

*As of 11/30/2011. Reflects bed space mpﬁa?ywanalvsis as outlined in the January 1, 2012 Quarterly
Report to the Legislature.

Vigiting Houvrs

IDOC Visitation R Inf

Visitors to any correctional facility will be required te produce photo identification and verification of date
of birth, Please be sure to bring 2 forms of identification with you; these would include a current
photo ID such as a driver’s license, a state ID card, government ID card, military ID/driver’s license, or
acceptable documentation of non-U.S, citizenship including a current Passport, or Visa, documentation
must contain the visitor’s date of birth. Expired forms of identification will not be accepted. Visitors will
also be required to provide vehicle information and other pertinent data, such as government
identification, official credentials, attorney registration, and or law student certification.

Monday - Friday - 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, Sunday & Holldays - 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Q s

Facility Address

Business Mail:
1329 North Lake Street N ~
Aurora, IL 60506

Inmata Mail:

Inmate Name & IDOC#

1329 North Lake Street

Aurora, IL 60506

Phone: (630) 897-5610
Fax: (630) 897-1386

Facility Information

It is the mission of Fox Valley Adult Transition Center (ATC) to provide within the guidelines of
appropriate custodial care a continuum of programs and services for the female offender, who transitions
from an institution to an ATC, to the community and discharge from parole that addresses the unique
medical, soclal, psychological and educational needs of the committed female.

Fox Valley ATC 1s a Transitional Security Adult Fernale facility that provides for a positive transition from
the institution to life in the community through the use of a four-step level system. With the assistance of
counselors and use of programs, all residents are expected to seek full time employment or attend
educational or vocational training.

Fox Valley Adult ATC was formerly known as the Kane County Springbrook Tuberculosls Sanitarium. In
April 1972, the Illinois Department of Corrections opened Fox Valley Community Correcticnal Center as
work release facllity housing male offenders. In August 2000, the center was converted to a female
facility joining the Women and Family Services Division,

The center is a single four-story brick structure housing administrative offices, counseling, volunteer and
educational programs and up to 128 female residents. The first floor holds the administrative offices,
dietary area and a toy reom where residents can spend time with their children during visits. The third
and fourth floors house the 40 resident rooms.

Inmate Programs
Academic:
® ABE (Adult Basic Education)
s GED (General Education Development)
» College courses available in community
Volunteer Services:
s Religious
= 12 Step Recovery

Page 1 of 2



Facilities & Visitation : Decatur Adult Transition Center Page 1 of 2

Decatur Aduilt Transition Center
Tony Wallace, Supervisor

Facility Data

Decatur Adult Transition Center
Opened: May 1979

*Operational Capacity: 110
Transitional Security Male
*Current Population: 107

Average Age: 28 ; .
FY2010 Average Annual Cost Per Thmate: $22,067;0'(L/

o

*As of 11/30/2011. Reflects bed space capacity analysis as outlined In the January 1, 2012 Quarterly
Report to the Legislature,

Visiting Hours
IDGC Visitat I nformation—please cevi isitin

Visitors to any correctional facility will be required to produce photo identification and verification of date
of birth. Please be sure to bring 2 forms of identification with you; these would include a current
phato ID such as a driver’s license, a state ID card, government ID card, military 10/driver's license, or
acceptable documentation of nen-U.S. citizenship including a current Passport, or Visa, documentation
must contain the visitor's date of birth, Expired forms of identification will not be accepted. Visitors will
aiso be required to provide vehicle information and cther pertinent data, such as government
Identification, official credentlals, attorney registration, and or law student certification.

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday: 7:00pm to 9:00pm P "L/
Sunday: 12:15p.m. to 3:45p.m. )( y
State Holidays: 1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m, ) \, {re

No visits on Mondays and Thursdays, unless it is & state holiday. Q r v

Facility Address
Business Mail:

2175 East Pershing Road ) (
Decatur, IL 62526

Inmate Mail

Inmate Name & IDOC#
2175 East Pershing Road
Decatur, IL 62526

Phone: (217) 425-9198
Fax: (217) 429-8132

Facility Information

The Decatur Adult Transition Center (ATC) provides supervision, sanctions, reintegration programs and
services to offenders. The center promotes public safety through these interventions and in partnership
with communitles and criminal justice entities. The center is committed to maximizing the offender's
ability to be a self-sufficient and law-abiding citizen.

The Decatur ATC is a transitional security adult male facility operated and administered by the Hlinois
Department of Corrections. The institution is housed in a single-story building. The center houses adult
male felons completing the remaining three to 24 months of their sentence.

The Decatur ATC programs focus on structured reintegration experiences with strong vocational and
educational components and community-based services.

Inmate Programs

Academic:
o ABE (Adult Basic Education)
» GED (General Education Development)
s Community college courses available
Vocational:
s Institute for Construction Education
+ Work Force Investments
Volunteer Services:
# Religlous
s Music
Other:
e Life Skills
e Substance Abuse
» Anger Management



Facilities & Visitation ;: Southern Illinois Adult Transition Center Page 1 of 2

Southern Illinois Adult Transition Center
Yolanda Harrington, Supervisor

Facllity Data

Southern Illinols Adult Transition Center
Opened: March 1970

*Operational Capacity: 64

Transitional Security Adult Male

*Current Population: 63

Average Age: 30 P MR
F¥2010 Average Annual Cost Per Ingate: $24,696.00

*As of 11/30/2011. Reflects bed space capacity analysis as outlined in the January 1, 2012 Quarterly
Report to the Legisfature,

Visiting Hours

IDOC Visifatop Rules and Information—please review before visiting.

Visitors to any correctional facility will be required to produce photo identification and verification of date

of birth. Please be sure to bring 2 forms of identification with you; these would include a current

photo 1D such as a driver's license, a state ID card, govemment 1D card, military ID/driver’s license, or -
acceptable documentation of non-U.S. citizenship including a current Passport, or Visa, documentation !

must contain the visitor's date of birth. Expired forms of identificatton will not be accepted, Visitors wilk >< L

also be required to provide vehicle information and other pertinent data, such as government

identification, official credentials, attorney registration, and or law student certification. ‘ \[ U'“

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday thru Sunday: { '
11:30am to 2:30pm & 5:00pm to 8:00pm

Facility Address

Business Mall: {
805 West Freeman N )\O

Carbondale, IL 62901

Inmabe Mail:

Inmate Name & IDQC#
805 West Freeman
Carbondale, IL 62901

Phone: (618) 457-6705
Fax: {618) 457-2435

Facility Information

The mission of the Southemn Iliinois Adult Transition Center (ATC) is to make maximum use of community
resources that assist in the reintegration of center inmates, while offering protection to the community
and making inmate contributions to the community in the form of public service projects.

The Southern Illinois ATC Is {ocated near the campus of Southern Illinois Unlversity at Carbondale. The
facliity s a split-level four-story building, which is 11,060 square feet. The living units consist of four
wings. Each wing has flve rooms, which house three to four offenders per room. The first level contains
the administration offices, command center and dietary. The second Roor contains the securlty office, life
skills development area, counselor offices and business office.

Inmate Programs

Academic:
» ABE (Adult Basic Education)
* GED (General Education Development)
« John A. Logan College
« Southern Illinois University-Carbondale
Other:
Health Education
Life Skills
New Inmate Orientation
Pre Start
Parenting
Job Interviewing Skills
Resume and Release County Community Resource Information
Community Service Projects
Mental Health
Substance Abuse
Anger Management
Alcoholics Anonymous

e & & & 0 & B s " P P



To: Senators and State Representatives

From: Peoria Adult Transition Center
Subject: Revenue
Date: April 20, 2012

Here is the total of Revenue that was brought in. The total is the amount of checks

deposited from Inmates,

The Maintenance is the 20% paid to the State General Revenue Fund by Residents.

Tiscal Year Tota! Deposit Maintenance
July 2009 — June 2010 1,748,269.79 357,099.38
July 2010 — June 2011 2,582,644.72 519,164.02
July 2011 — March 31, 2012 1,922,331.82 392,369.69




Here is a List of Community Organizations Peoria Adult Transition Center Inmates have
volunteered for.

Air Show

Heart of Illinois Fair
Food Bank

Shared Foods

Steam Boat Days

River plex

Amvets

Springdale Cemetery
Habitat for Humanity
Central IHlinois for Aging
Limestone Township
Choices program

New Beginning Ministries
Other Local Churches
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Son says his mother died protecting her grandchild

By MATT BUEDEL AND ANDY KRAVETZ
OF THE JOURNAIL STAR

PEORIA — Orvette Davis would have lef: Peoria this w=elzend after 1 couple of hopeful weels in
town trying to land a job at the Catarpiller Inc. plont in Rosaville.

Business News

iInstead, a v.oman with no enemies - us her chitdren deseribed hor Friday - traded her live for that of
ter grainddavghier in a Nortn Valley aVey, wheie Paris' bedy vz frund boaton apd sirangled
Thursday morning by a child walking to school.
Lying in a puddle net to Davis with a fecturad skall wes the iudont, & minth-<13 Acliy ah Gaston,
The baby had spent hours there in intermitient rain and survived,
"She put her life on the line to sae my baby," soid Terrclt Jaston, Davis' on ~nlthe fathor of
Anliyah, "And my mom is going to live through my baby."

Suggested Stories Caston said he believes his inother - whom he dezeribed as "on fivs {vs Ged"” - foeed an Lapoesible
choice Wednesday alternoon and into the eaily moruing hours Thursday: to protect the grandehid
she was haby sitting or fend for herself.

Davis had been living with her daughter, Katirina Gaston, in Loxington hifls Apurtments for the
1ast twoweeks while in town fiom Chicago, where her husband still resides, on the job Lunt.

She had been bahy sitting Wednzsday afternoon when she appar=atly causid « sdde tu the North
Valley with an individual known to Davis as the boylriund of a wriend.

How Davis encountered hor alleged killer, Bdjuan Payue, remuias uindear. s pecent paroles, Payne
appears to have lived most veceny in the Rockiord arce. T e

From the Web
During Payne's first appearanes in a Peoria-County courtroom on Tridsy, prosecutors revealed few
details of how the two may have met, Assistant State's Juromey Steve Pailelli said during a bond
hearing that Davis apd Payne had kaown each other about a week.

The prosecutor also said Payne admitted he killed Davis at his house, 1401 NE Moutoe 3¢, then
dumped the body and the child in the alluy aimost direcdy behind that home.
Police, however, responded to that home on a call irom Terrel Gaslot neadty tvio howues before the

body was diccovered. Peoria police dispatch records indieate ofiicers were called to the home at 5:39
a.m. Thursday, but o one eame to the door. Terzell Gaston said he helizved his mother and child

zred ou) ¥hat's this?
LS . were inside at the time.
Later in the moiming, after Davis' body had besn found and police were at the seane, "ayne apparcntly was involved in =n
altercation that led to his arrest,
Terrell Gaston had arrived at the house with a friend and exited the vehicle to speak to police. Payne came ou: of the house ond
asked the driver if he could use a cell phone. When the driver denied that request, Paxne allegedly pulled a knife snd bean
slashing a tire on the vehicle.
Police apprehended Payne at gunpoint and found he had a second knife with him, as well as a haminer, 4 the Lme of his
capture, police apparently did not know he was connected to the slaying in the nearby ally.
Under questioning later, Payne allegedly admitted he killud the woman in his house anG drageed ber to the nearby alley. He
claimed he dropped the child while he was carcying her.
Pattelli said Payne also admitted to hitting and cutting Davig, though those wounds did not apocarto 1. the cyuses of death. At
Payne's house, police also allegedly found blood, as well as fiems he apparently used to strangle th= voman.,
Payne's prior murder eonviction from a 1987 killing mears a judge has cnly two sentencing uptivns i he is convicted oi the
Peoria crime - Jife in prigon or death. State's Attorney Kevin Lyons has 120 deys to dagide whethor to sees the death penalty for
Paymne.
Peoria County Judge Katherine Gorman denied bond for Payne on Friday, Paine has been chaorged with = single count of first-
degree murder.
No mention wag made of Davis® grandchild during the bond hoaring, Lyons zatd his offire wa . vaiting for medie] report- to
determine what charzes should be filed.
Terrell Gaston said his daughter was in stable condition at OSF aint Froneis Hedical Conter on Frid.y 2iternocn, and that e
would Inow more about her recovery after consulting with medieal persenn-? later in the duy.
As for his mother, he said he knev she was wiih God and that the love she gave snd roeei od thremghont e life would 2lways
be remembered.
"My mom was loved by everybody. .. . she was outepoker, tut she was loved Tenrell Gasion said, “The trealzd evervhod with

4/15/2012 6:16 PM



kindpess.”

Matt Buedel can be reached at 686-3154 or mbuedel @ pister.com, indy Kravetz can be recchieg of 08€-3287 o7

akravetz@ pjstar.con.
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lilinois Early Releasa Prisoners Arrested for New

Crimes
By Kamika Dunlap on January 5, 2010 11:45 AM |

Maore than a dozen llinols prisoners freed in an early retease program are back
behind bars and accused of new violent crimes.

The state secretly allowed the early release of inmates under an early release
program by Ilinois Governor Pat Quinn.

As , the governor recently suspended the early release program
as it had drawn concern from prosecutors.

In addition, the Associated Press had obtained and anatyzed information showing at
least 850 prisoners spending as little as 14 days total of a year's sentence behind bars
since September, Corrections is granting them months of good-conduct time when
they enter prisor.

That reversed a state policy of requiring illinois prisoners to serve at least 61 days
before reteiving gobd time.

The meritorious geod time program is separate from a Gov. Quinn's previous plan to
allow the early release of 1,000 non-violent offenders.

The state had allowed the earty release of repeat drunk drivers, drug users and even
people convicted of battery and weapons violations in order to save the state 55

million annually.

Dan Hynes, who is challenging Quinn in February's gubernatorial primary, demanded
a public investigation that begins with Quinn himself, to determine whao's responsible
for the program and who will be held accountable “on such obvious issues of public

safety.”

Many criminal prosecutors say the early release of prisoners may save money on the
front end but ultimately undermines the Hlinois court system in the long run.

The prisoners who were picked up again for such crimes as domestic battery,
unlawful weapons use and aggravated battery.

Since Gov. Quinn suspended the policy change and plans to release findings of &
review he ordered.
{Associatet Press)
(Chicago Tribune Bli:g)
{FindLaw)
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SPRINGFIELD, Il (AP) - Gov Pat Quinn named a safety officer lo oversee cariy misaner releasss while
facing the news Wednesdsy that one inmate already iet go under e proorarn had conspired to commit murder.
Michael Rodrigugz, charged in connection with a subuiban Chicago gang niurder, was reieased eally as pait of
a secret Corrections Department program called "MGT Push." Rodriguez, 36, was one of 31 Latin Kings gang
members facing charges relating to 22 killings in the Aurora arau over the past 20 years, the Chicago
Sun-Times reported.

Quirn acknowledged last week that more than 1,700 inmates had benefited from the Cormrections Department's
decision to stop requiring ail inmates fo serve at least 61 days and to grani tham iime off for gocd bizhavior as
soon as they enter the prison gates.

Under the MGT Push program, which gets its name from the phrase "ineritorious good ime,” inmaies were
released after as little as three weeks behind bars. The Associzgted Press reporied last week that at least 18
parcless were already back behind bars for such crimes as dometic batfery and unfawful weapens possession,

Quinn halted the program after the AP revealed its existence last month. Ha also suspended a second, separate
early release program he had annowunced in September as a cost-cutting measure.

The Democrat, who must face a primary eiection for governor in February, promised reforms, including a safety
officer to oversee early release programs. He has chosen Michael McColler, a 37-yerr veteran of the Chicago
Police Department, for that post.

Quinn has blamed his Correcfions director, Michael Randle, for allowing violeni offenders to be part of the early
release program.

The governor's political opponents have already accused him of mismanagement and endangering the public.
They are likely to point toward Rodriguez as they continue their atiacks.

Rodriguez was sentenced to 5 1/2 years for conspiracy to commit murder, of which the law only requires him to
serve half. He spent most of his time in county jail and only 40 days in state prison.

Had he not received any meriiorious good time, he would have stayed in prison more than three months longer.

Twenty others who were released early after sentences far other crimes have past convictions for murder or
attempted murder, the Sun-Times reported.

Quinn and his Corrections Department point aut that courts have rufed that only the most violent criminals may
be prohibited from receiving day-for-day goed-conduct time. The anency can consider only an inmaie’s conduct
in prison - not his crimes.

But the administration plays down the fact that geod timz is discretionary. The Corrections Bzpariment is not

raquired to grant it, and niles stipulate that it should be basec on how prisciere 2ciually behave and nut simply
awarded to everyone.

McCotter will earmn $115,000. He started his law enforcement career in 1972 and most recently was chicr of
patrol.

"Mike McCotter is an experienced law enforcement professional and public safely expert whose responsibilities
will include reviewing and improving implementation of the marilorious crecli and elecircnic home-datantion

programs,” Quinn said in 2 prepared statement.

He also named aide Sean Vinck as special administralor for Corrections, as:isting with its management and
reporting to the govemor's office. And former federal prosecutor Mark Prosperi, vill be public safety Faison
officer in the governor's office, working with Quinn's general counsel,

4/11/2012 5:37 PM
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Ili. inmate cut on sariy release bacic in jai! for
attemptad murdar

An Hlinois program known as "MGT Push" has been halted, and <0 of the 5€
freed inmates are already back behind bars

e et Share Sponsored by
.:-?g?,w:-l""‘f—{ﬁm
By John G'Connor f- e |y a i
Assodated Press nmn.'z-f;!-'.ﬁ_-m

SPRINGFIELD, Bl. — When Gov. Pat Quinn haited a secret early prison release program last week, ie
acknowledged that 56 of the freed inmates were already back behind bars - 48 of them; for violating

rules of their parole. ﬂﬁﬁﬁ[ﬁﬁﬂmﬁ)

What he didn't say was that those broken rules induded at least 17 allegations of violeni crimes,
induding attempted murder, armed robbety and domestic battery, according to Associated Press
intarviews and reviews of both public and intemal Corrections Department documents.

Dne offender who's back after he was released under

Refated Articles: the program known as "MGT Push” allegedly shot his
victim in the leg. Victims of nine othiers who earned
return Erips to the penitentiary contend they were
battered.

Seven parplees are back in lockup Tor criries lavolving
guns or other weapons. o

Related content sponsored by:
= i Two who retumed after arrests on domestic battery

allegations could have been picked up by the Sign Lp  (reate an accourt or
Corrections Departrient earlier, follewing busts for fHonds arl Wmm‘c};{‘ae what you
tess serious crimes, but were not. ittty

The cases represent new problems for Quinn, who
already is facing intense criticism over MGT Push — so-named becauge it refers to giving prizoners
"meritorious good time" credit.

The program, and how much Quinn knew about it before The Assodiated Press revealed iis existence in
December, have become major issues in the governor's race, The primary union for prison guards and 659 puoght ) scotninend Ues
parole officers this week issued the latest call for z legislative investigation. '

673 prople recommend this,

MGT Push involved sactetly changing a Corractions palicy that regulred inmaies to slay o tifriraum of 61
days. Inmates aiso were given as much as six menths’ time off for good conduct as soon as they arrived,

before they had a chance to display any conduct, good or bad.

265 prople racomimend this,

That made inmates - some of them violent -- eligible for release in as little ac threo warks, induding
county jail time. Quinn has stressed that even without MGT Fusi), discretionary awaids of yeaa-conduct v Feante re .
credit would have qualified them for release in another maonth or two, "H) peapte recommend thic.

S R T |
Whan he reinstated the minimum-stay policy and announced other reforms on Det. =0, Quinn soid cight - i
MGT Fush parolees were back in prison serving sentences for new cimes induding aome e battary,
aggravated drunken driving, theft and drug charges. A ninth was ratumacd for & new: Gl santancs e Donaect with PoliceSne
next day.
The remainder of the 56 he labeted "technical violations” held over parolees' lieads tor nut iotlowing the ?;’f:*;:
rules. &‘3&

Spokesman Bob Reed said Quinn wasr't trying to mislead anyone about the conduct of the inmates whe
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had bean refeased early. Quinn was not told that those technical violations inciuded affegations of Tiet the #1 Police eNewslether

serious crimes, he said.

Sign up for our FREE emalt roung
"The governor worked with the best information he had at the iime," Reed cald. He stressed the new of the top news, tips columns,
offenses are accusations, not convictlons. Y}i:ﬁ;'and mors, sent 3 times

Documents and police reports show allegations of new crimes against 21 of the -+& purolesr, with 17
accusations of vidlence, induding:

-Anthony Finley, 21, arrested in Chicago nine days after leaving prisoat for alicgagty shootivg & victina in SULTCHIBE S0V
the thigh. He I5 charged with atternpted murder, aggravated battery with a firearm and tvio aggravisied L

weapons charges. Finley had been sentenced in 2008 to three years for a drug charge. He spent 3 little Hiost Popular
under a year In Ceok County J2il, was transferred to state grison and was re'easad Fhree wecks later, on

Oct. 10.

-Bit HiCKs, 24, afl resiad Nov, 23 for allegedly using a gin to rob a pedesdai it iftado of wash aivd &
ceff phone. He had been sentenced in 2008 to three years for attempted robbery, served 14 montis in
county iail and was paroled Oct. 6 after 14 days in state prison.

-Timothy Warren, 38, arrested Oct. 10 in Chicago when a search of his home turmnad up a .32-caliber
handgun and twa pit bulls, He is chaged with unlawfut use of a weapon and possession of vicious dogs
by a felon. He had been paroled 11 days earlier after serving just six months of a twa-year sentence for
a simitar weapons charge, with just under five months in county jail.

-Alfred Waooten, 40, arested Dec. 2 on domestic batiary allegations ofter polica sew i knockng a

woman to the ground and striking her head. He had been paroled Oct. 15 after serving just 54 Gays ~ 13

in state prison -- of a one-year sentence for retzil theft. - )
Correctiohs Videos

Wooten is one of thase charged with battary whe could have been returned to prison earier. Police e
arrested him Nov. 17 on suspicion of ciminal trespass to a vehide, but intarnal Corrections documents H -
indicate officials dedded not to pick him up on a parole-viclation warrant. ’ﬁ‘-_ e

The other was Joshua Paddods, 21, paroled Nov. 6 as part of MGT Push after serving a stint for
aggravated battery. He was arrested Nov. 19 for driving without a license but was not retirnad to
prison.

Zion police arrested him Dec. 17 on fout counts of doemestic battery, which then eartied him a trip back
to prison.

‘e Recommend...

According to the Carrections documents; the victim contends Paddock stripped her, Kicked har, choled
her and dragged her across the pavement and back into a hotel room over ihe cotrse of four hours.

Decisions to revoke parole are matle individually on each case, said Cotrediions spokeswoman Januari
Smith, adding that officials may also stiffen a parolee's restrictions instead of takina him back to the

pen.

It was not immediately dear whether any of the re-incarcerated men has wn atiomey.

The Assodated Press has repeatedly requested detalis of the 56 returnees since Quinn’s Dec. 30

statement. The agency finally produced a document Thursday, confirming the AP findings.
Corractions Tins

It shows 13 offenders went back to prison after going AWOL from parole or faifing to comply with

regutations, testing positive for drug use or moving to another focation without parmission. Fourtan

spent little if any time on the street because they failed to find or keep an approved place to live.

Copyright 2010 Assodated Press
Copyriaht 2012 Assochied Press, Al ights reserved, THS matorsd

may not be pubkhed, boaccast rewdien, or recitribined, rustored Products
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Early release inmate back behind bars amid attenpted rivrdar chargas

Cprernaor soys he didn't knew wher parole infretiens sent 75 peeple Lot te gl

By JOHN O'CONNOR
¥ T TED o}

Business News SPRINGFIELD — "Vherf Gov. Pat Quinn halied a cocret =arly pris " rleass prograna lasoweek, ke
acknowledged that 56 of the freed inmates were already bac, behind bare - 48 of Liem for violaiing,
ruies of their paroje.

What he didn't say was that those brohen rides included at teast 1, allegvdons of violent exics,
inciuding atterapted murder, axmed robbery and apgruy aled assanli uf a police viricer, according to
Associated Press interviews and reviews of both public and intern-l Correction= Department

documents.
The Demaocrat said Friday he didn’t know what the parole infrevtions were and didn't ask.

One offender who is back inside aiter he was releaged under the program knowa as "id4T rosh”
allegedly shot a man in the leg, Vietizs of nine others whe earaed return rring vo the peniteptinry
contend they weze battered.

Seven parolees are back in the lockup for crimes involving snns or other weapans.

Suggested Storles

{wo who retumned aftex stpvsts on domestic buttery allegaiions vould vz bevn picked up by the
Corrections Department earlier, after busts Lor less serious crimes, bt vweee not,

The: cases represent new problems fur Quinm, who airendy is faring intens: eritvism uver MG Y
Push - so-named because it refers to giving prisoners "meritorious good time" eredit.
The program, and how much Quinn kiew upout ik hefore Tne associate? Frees reveadedits

existence in December, have become major i=sues in the soverner's race. The primary vnion ior

From the Web ; :
prison guards and parole officers this w2ek issus d th= latest 2all for 2 legistative investization,

MGT Push involved secretly changing a Corrections policy that required inmetes to stey &
minimium of 62 days, Inmates alse vwere gren as much as six raoaths' ime ofi for good condiict as
spen us ther arrived, before ther- had & chance fo displav eny condaiet, good or had,

That m:de irmates - some of them violent - eligibl: for relcase in s little as thro: raeks, incdluding
county jail time. Quinn har streszed that even without MGT Push, Jiceretionary awards of
good-eondue! credit vounld have gnaliiied them “or releas= in anothar menth er e

When he reinsiated the minimum-gtay polic; and annourced othes reforms on Dec. 50, Quinn said
eight MGT Push parolees were back in prison serving sentences for nev erimes, ineluding domestic
battery, zzgrawred drunten driving, theft and drigchangez. A pinthiwas Dourced for 2 new Arag
Sponsoredeontent  What'sthis?  Sentertce the next day.
The rernainder of the 56 he labeled "technical ~delztions™ held owur paroless’ hzads for 2ot foller lag the rules.
Quinn said at an unrelated event in the Chicage suburh of Matteson that he had not asked Corrections: what the breacher were.
"I didn't know specificall; the violations,” Quinn said. Asked whether the public should have b-en fold, Quinn ~21d he stenped
the earh releases as soon as he heard about them and has appointed a public safety offierr Yo ensur= reosorsble discharoe
praciic:s.
Documents and police reports show allegntions of new crimes against «1 of the ;8 parolees, -+ith 17 arruzaticns of vislenes,
including:
- Anthony Finley, 21, arrested in Chicagoe nine dr;s after leaving prisor for allugedly shooting = men 1 tix2 thigh, b= is chawed
with atternpted musder and rine courds of Eattery ond weapous chargsr. Finloy, vhe hesp g = eantonead
in 2008 to three years for 4 drug charge, He spent a little under u year in Cook County Jail, vrea ieansferrad 0 st le nrison cad
was released three weeks later, on Oct. 10,
- Eric Hicks, 2.4, arrested Nov. 23 for allegudly using a zua o rol a pedestrian in Chicago of eush and o exl] phone. He faces an
armed robbery and other charges and has pleaded not guilty. Hicks had been seutencea in 2¢08 tu ihree vears i aitenpied
robbery, served 14 months in county jail and was paroled Oct. v after 14 days in state prison,

- Timothy Warren, 36, arrested Qct. 10 in Chicago when a search of his home turned up 2 .3u-celiber hundgun ana two pit Luils.
He is charged with two counts of unlawful use of a weapon and has pleaded not guilt. He had been paroted 11 daz enrlier after
serving just six months of a t:vo-year sentence for a siiilar wespons charge, with just less than five imonths in county jail,

- Alfred Wooten, 40, arrested Dee. 2 on a domestie baitery charge after police saw him knoeking i woman to the ground and
atriking her heail. The charge was dismissed Dec. 16 when the acenser did no: sopezr in eoust, but it conld be rain: tated.
according to the Cook County State's Attorney's office. The arrest alone: is  perele violation #nd cnouzh ¥ keep Wocien Tucked
up. He had been paroled Oct. 15 after serving juct 54 days - 13 ia state prison - of 2 cne-year sentencs for yotul] AL
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Wooten is one of the two criminals secured of Battery wiio could hove been returned to prisow ewdier, Folice eriested him Nov,
17 on suspicion of criminal t12gpass to a vehicie, but interna] Correcrions docnmenis indicie ciidel: 6 cided nist 1o vick him un
on & parole-violation warrant.

The other is Joshua Faddock, 21, paroled Nov. 6 ¢s part of MGT Push exter serving a ctint for argrexvaied potiers, ie w8 artested
Nov. 19 on a traffic violation but was not retwrned to prison. Zion police arrested him Dec. 17 and charged with forr counts of
domestic battery.

That got him locked up again. He has not appeared in court to answer the charges.

According to the Corrections documents, the victim contends Paddock stripyped her, kicked her, choted her and dragged her
acress the pavement and back into 2 hotel room over the course of four hours.

Decisions to revoke parole are made individually on each case, snid Corrections spokeswoman sanuari Smitly, adding that
officials may also stiffen a parolee's restrictions instead of taking him back to the pen.

The Associated Press has repeatedly requested details of the 56 returness since Quinn's Lec. 0 statement. The awency finall;
produced a document Thursday, confirming the AP findings.

it shows 13 offenders went back to prison after wolng AWOL from parole or fziling 1o comply with resuladions, testing positiva
for drug use or moving to another locarion witheut permission. Fourteen spent little if any time on che street bezae they faibed

to find or keep an approved place o live.
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i.0c2l union protests Quinn budget cnts

By Pam Sfrater

March 15, 2012 Updated Mar 16, 2012 at 10:44 AW CDT
PEORLA, Il - Gowernor Pat Quinn's cofforts to batance the state budgst through spending cuis aven't sitiag well with sonue puople.
The governor dropped a bomb of budget cuts during this year's budget address. One of the chiclis lancied ot the Peoria Adult Transition Center.

Thursdtav night Members of the American Federation of State. County and Municipal Employees protestsd th= planned closure of that facility they
say is vital to the community,.

“We provide olfenders with a transition back huto the commrunity. So waen olicaders leave the correctional svsiem, they'ic equipped with life
skil*s, educational skills, and job skills,” said Lott Pickets, a vorrections counzelor at the Peoriz ATC

Jarcd Fortune is one of the ATC's success storics

20of6 4/18/2012 9:13 PM



"I gei out in seven days, and the fime that [ have been in the center it's alloned me to {ind a job, save money so thai I'ui able to come back in
society and go back to my old wavs, and just recently the cenier had helped me find 2 placs to live with seven i Jefl fo ge & my incaresration,”
said Fortune.

Ratfly organizers say that 20 cents of cvery dollar these inmates carn at their jobs is paid directly into the state fund. And both the employees and
the inmates generate tax revenue for the state and Peoria economies,

Governor Quim's office said, in a statement, "The closures and consolidations proposed in the state budget are hard but necessary. They impact
every region n our state, but due to decades of fiscal mismanagement. tough decisions need to be made to address the state's budget challenges,."

Organizers say these raliies will continue, waming that without the jobs the governor proposes to do away with, himan services will jusi become
"services”.

-

To submit a comment on this article, your email address is required. We respect your privacy and your email will not be visible to others nor will i
be added to any email lists.
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