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The Honorable Jeffrey M. Schoenberg, Co-Chair

The Honorable Richard P. Myers, Co-Chair

Commission on Government Forecasting and Agcmntabxhty
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Re: IHinois Department of Corrections
Thomson Correctional Center

Gentlemen:

1 would like to thank Governor Quinn, Senator Durbin and all of our other federal and state elected
officials who are supporting the proposed sale of the Thomson Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau
of Prisons,

After living in limbo for eight years, we must finally begin utilizing this virtually vacant, state-of-the-art,
maximum security prison. This is the right plan to make that happen.

Over the vears we’ve held rallies and taken bus trips to Springfield. Our former Village President went to
Washington DC trying to get the prison open. This fall we sent letters to Governor Quinn and seven other
elected officials and told them we would be willing to consider any alternatives so that this facility could
be fully utilized.

Qur entire region is hurting. Businesses are closing, jobs are leaving and people are losing their homes.
We know that the sale of this prison will affect our neighbors outside Carroll County on both sides of the
River. We want our families to have opportunities close to home so that they won’t have to look for jobs
somewhere else. Fully opening the prison will have a huge positive impact on our local economy. Even
though not all prison jobs can be filled by local residents, it will mean more jobs in construction and
services. Our restaurants will be full and many of our businesses that close or reduce their operating
hours during the winter may be able to stay open year round. The sale of this prison to the federal
government will help that happen.

But I would never, ever chase jobs that would jeopardize the safety and security of my friends and
neighbors. I've been extremely disappointed in some elected officials, including many who’ve probably
never been to Carroll County, spreading misinformation and trying to scare people. This isn’t about
politics. This is about listening and responding to the will of the people you represent.

Law enforcement, economic development professionals, community leaders and elected officials from
throughout the region have had in-depth meetings and discussions with the Federal Bureau of Prisons and
Department of Defense about purchasing the Thomson Correctional Center. The top five security
officials of the US government have assured President Obama that this prison will be beefed up to be
more secure than the Supermax facility in Colorado.

We didn’t make a snap decision. We listened, learned and asked a lot of tough questions about security
and the federal officials we met with confirmed:

£

No detainees will be released in the U.S. because it’s against federal law.

Detainees can’t have any visitors except their lawvers or members of the International Red Cross.



of Thomson

This maximum security prison would be upgraded even further to make it America’s most secure federal
prison.

Mo inmate has ever escaped from a federal super maximum security prison.

We need to be safe. We need to give people hope. We need to give people opportunities to keep their
families here. This is our shot to do all three.

The Village of Thomson, along with counties and communities across Northwest Illinois, are speaking
with a unified voice when we ask for your support.

I’ve been a referee for 35 years, and 1 always call them like I see them.

Re&;pecﬁu
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v ?erry J Hebe er
President, Village of Thomson
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Ce: Honorable Pat Quinn, Governor, State of Ilinois



VILLAGE OF THOMSON, ILLINOIS

RESOLUTION

BE IT RESOLVED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Thomson, in
Carroll County, Tlinois that the said Village supports the sale, transfer or lease of the Thomson
Correctional Center by the State of Illinois and the Illinois Department of Corrections to the

Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Passed at a special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Thomson, Illinois

on this 20 day of November, 2009.

VILLAGE OF THOMSON, ILLINOIS

BY: Q{», o Mjww

| Jerry Hébeler, Village President
[

KAmberly LaShelle, Village Clerk

(VILLAGE SEAL)



YUNTY ST{\TE S ATTORNEY

309 5. CALENA
DIXON, ILLINOIS 61021

December 23, 2009

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building
Springfield, Illinois 62706

Joint Commuission:

T attended the State Facility Closure Act hearing regarding Thomson Correctional Center
on Tuesday, December 22, 2009, hoping to address the Commission with my thoughts
concerning the proposed sale of Thomson Correctional Center to the federal government.
Unfortunately, there were a great number of people more important than me who preceded me, so
I had to leave at approximately 5:30 p.m. because I had to return to my job.

Frankly, I would have hoped to be able to respond to the “Band of Mothers™ and the TEA
Party naysayers.

Unfortunately, while T was not able to address you with my concerns, I have reduced my
thoughts to writing and I enclose it herewith. I can only hope that someone in your Commission
will take the few moments necessary to hear me.

Sin exei\ ,
m‘\’ Iénzn

HSD/sc
Encl: copy of speech



I’ll not address the economic issues, except to say

agrees that there will be an economic benefit created by the new federal
prison/detention facility in Thomson, although not everyone agrees as to
the extent of that economic benefit.

There is far more fundamental issue at stake here: our commitment
to winning the war against the terrorists who attacked our Country.

[ understand that throughout the continental United States there are
some 350 terrorists or enemy combatants imprisoned in federal or state
prisons.

There are some 34 of them incarcerated in Illinois.

The fact is that we have taken enemy combatants captive and we
hold them. We have prosecuted terrorists, tried and convicted them and
we have imprisoned them.

We went to war against Al Quaeda in late 2001 after it attacked the
United States.

Our president, George W. Bush, called all of us to war against Al

Quaeda. And rightly so. President Bush warned us that:



- this war would not end quickly,

- it would take a long time to defeat our enemy,

- there would be sacrifices that we would have to make.

War necessarily entails casualties - our own as well as our
enemy’s. That simply means dead, wounded and captured enemy: the Al
Quaeda and their allies, primarily the Taleban.

Many young men and women from Carroll, Whiteside, Lee, Ogle
and the surrounding counties have served Our Country in this war. 1
suspect that every single person here can name one, probably more,
soldiers who have served in this war. I have two sons who have served
there. One son has had two combat tours, and his brother has had four
combat tours in Afghanistan, and he will return early next year for his
fifth.

Why is it that it’s OK to go to war - to kill and capture our enemy -
yet somehow not hold them prisoner in our own country?

Surely, the men that the United States wants to imprison and detain

in the Thomson facility are not as dangerous as Richard Speck, John



Wayne Geasy and many others who murdered, raped, and maimed right
here in Illinois. I think not - but if you honestly do, ask yourself how
many of them have escaped from our maximum and super max facilities.

When we are called upon to step up for our Country, as President
Bush asked us to do, then step up - stand up - for our Country with the
same bravery and courage and commitment that our young soldiers
exhibited when we sent them off to Afghanistan and Iraq.

To do otherwise would be to admit to President Bush, to our
Country and to ourselves, that we lack the courage and determination
that President Bush saw in us.

Our National Anthem ends with the last line:

“O’er the land of the free

And the home of the Brave.
And I have often heard it said that:

“We are the land of the Free

Because of the Brave.”



I say to all of those who object,
If we can’t handle this modest inconvenience .....
If indeed it is an inconvenience at all ...
Then we ought to change our tune:
No longer the Star Spangled Banner,
Rather, some wimpy tune like

“I surrender dear”.

SC\COUNTY\ThomsonPrison\Speech. 1










































AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
December 22, 2009

The Honorable Jeffrey M. Schoenberg

Co-Chairman

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
Illinois State Senate

218 Capitol Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg:

I write to express my support for the State of Illinois’ sale of Thomson Correctional Center to the
federal Bureau of Prisons. As you and State Representative Richard Myers convene the
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability, I ask that you consider the benefit
of converting the Thomson Correctional Center into the safest maximum security prison in the
United States.

For the past eight years, the facility has been draining $2 million annually in maintenance fees.
Allowing the federal Bureau of Prisons to purchase the facility will have a powerful impact on
the region, creating an estimated 3,400 jobs and providing a $1 billion boost to the local
economy. This opportunity comes at a time when the people of Illinois need it most.

As a member of both the Senate Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
and the Senate Committee on Armed Services, I have seriously considered the federal
government’s plan to house a limited number of Guantanamo Bay detainees at Thomson
Correctional Center. I am confident in the abilities of our federal, state, and local law
enforcement officials; the military; and the intelligence community to assess potential security
threats and to safely and humanely incarcerate federal inmates and detainees.

I appreciate the Commission’s careful and timely consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

@Zjl\/ RS Ty

Roland W. Burris
United States Senator

WASHINGTON OFFICE

523 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING

WasHINGTON, DC 20510
OFFICE (202) 224-2854
Fax (202) 228-3333

CHicAGO OFFICE
230 S. DEARBORN
SuITe 3900
CHicaGo, IL 60604
OFFICE (312) 886-3506
Fax {312} 886-3514

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE
607 EAsT ADAMS
Suite 1520
SPRINGFIELD, IL 62701
OrFICE (217) 492-5089
Fax {217} 492-5099

Marion OFFICE
701 NORTH COURT STREET
MaRION, IL 62959
OFFICE (618) 997-2402
FAx (618) 997-2850

Mouine OFFICE
1811 62ND AVENUE
MOLINE, IL 61265
OFFICE (309) 736-1217
Fax (309) 736-1233















Support for Federal Acquisition of Thomson Correctional Center
State

Governor Pat Quinn (D-IL)

Former Governor James R. Thompson (R-IL)

Former Governor Jim Edgar (R-1L)

[llinois State Senator Mike Jacobs (D-36" District)
Illinois State Representative Mike Boland (D-71% District)
Illinois State Representative Jim Sacia (R-89th District)
llinois State Representative Pat Verschoore (D-72" District)
Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police

Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System

Illinois Sheriff’s Associations

Illinois State Police

Illinois Department of Corrections

Illinois Emergency Management Agency

Illinois Office of Homeland Security

Carroll County State’s Attorney Scott Brinkmeier

Lee County State’s Attorney Henry S. Dixon

Ogle County State’s Attorney John (Ben) Roe

Whiteside County State’s Attorney Gary L. Spencer

Federal

Senator Dick Durbin (D-IL)

Senator Roland Burris (D-IL)

Senator Tom Harkin (D-1A)

Representative Phil Hare (D-IL)

Representative Jan Schakowsky (D-IL)

Representative Bruce Braley (D-1A)

Abner J. Mikva, Member of U.S. Congress (D-IL), 1969-1973, 1975-1979; White House Counsel,
Clinton administration; Chief Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit, 1979-1994

Dan K. Webb, U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Illinois, 1981-1985

Thomas P. Sullivan, U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Illinois, 1977-1981; Former Co-Chair of the
Illinois Governor's Commission on Capital Punishment, 2000-2008

Local

Blackhawk Hills Resource Conservation and Development
Boiler Makers Local 1

Boiler Makers Local 60

Bricklayers & Allied Craftworkers Local 6

Carpenters Local 790

Carpenters Local 792

Carroll County Board of Supervisors

Carroll County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Committee
Chadwick Village

Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters

Clinton City Council

Dixon Area Chamber of Commerce

Dixon City Council

Elevator Constructors Local 132

Elizabeth Village Board

Freeport City Council



Fulton City Council

Galena City Council

Glaziers Local 1355

Greater Sterling Development Corporation
Hanover Chamber of Commerce

Hanover Village

Heat & Frost Insulators Local 19

IBEW Local 364

IBEW Local 15

Illinois Highway 30 Coalition

Iron Workers Local 498

Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority
Laborers Local 32

Laborers Local 727

Laborers Local 1035

Lanark City Council

Lee County Industrial Development Association
Milledgeville Village

Millwrights Local 2158

Mount Carroll City Council and Mayor
Northwestern Illinois Building and Construction Trades Council
Operating Engineers Local 150

Painters District Council

Painters’ & Drywall Finishers Local 502
Painters’ & Drywall Finishers Local 607
Painters’ & Drywall Finishers Local 676
Plasters & Cement Masons Local 11

Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 23

Plumbers & Pipefitters Local 25

Quad City Chamber of Commerce

Renew Moline

Road Sprinkler Fitters Local 669

Rock Island County Board

Rockford City Council

Roofers Local 11

Sauk Valley Area Chamber of Commerce

Sheet Metal Workers Local 91

Sheet Metal Workers Local 219

Stephenson County Board

Stockton Village

Teamsters Local 325

Thomson Village Board of Trustees

Tri-City Building Trades

Tri-County Economic Development Alliance
International Union of Painters and Allied Trades District Council Local 30
Western Illinois University

Whiteside County Board

Whiteside County Economic Development & Enterprise Zone



Supportive Editorials

Bloomington Pantagraph, Editorial: Sell Prison to Feds to Hold Gitmo Detainees (Nov. 17)

Chicago Tribune, Editorial: Take a Deep Breath (Dec. 16)

Chicago Tribune, Editorial: Gitmo, Illinois (Nov. 17)

Chicago Sun Times, Editorial: Quinn right to back Thomson (Dec. 16)

Chicago Sun Times, Editorial: Don’t Let Fear Decide Fate of Gitmo Inmates (Nov. 17)

Daily Herald, Editorial: Get Politics Out of Prison Discussion (Nov. 18)

Decatur Herald & Review, Editorial: Prison Sale Doesn't Deserve Fear Mongering (Dec. 20)

Decatur Herald & Review, Editorial: State Should Sell Thomson Prison (Nov. 17)

Dispatch/Rock Island Argus, Editorial: Yes to Federal Prisoners (Nov. 16)

Freeport Journal-Standard, Editorial: Playing Politics with Thomson (Nov. 17)

Jacksonville Journal-Courier, Editorial: Transfer of Terror Suspects Holds Potential Benefits (Nov. 19)
Mattoon Journal Gazette/Charleston Times-Courier, Editorial: Let Thomson House Gitmo Prisoners (Nov. 24)
Peoria Journal-Star, Editorial: Giving Thomson a Use, at Long Last (Nov. 18)

Rockford Register Star, Editorial: Thomson Plan Worthy of Support, Not Risky for Area (Dec. 17)

Rockford Register Star, Editorial: It Makes Sense for Thomson to House Gitmo Prisoners (Nov. 16)

Sauk Valley Newspapers, Editorial: Positives Outweigh Negatives for Thomson (Nov. 21)

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Editorial: Scare Mongering About Trials, Prison is Cynical Partisanship (Nov. 17)
State Journal-Register, Editorial: Closing Guantanamo Right Thing to Do (Dec. 20)

State Journal-Register, Editorial: Hysteria Over Thomson Idea Way Off Base (Nov. 18)

Quad City Times, Editorial: Facts Make Strong Case for Thomson: Let Feds Do What Illinois Would Not (Nov.
29)

Quad City Times, Editorial: Three Questions for Thomson (Nov. 17)

Quincy Herald-Whig, Editorial: Using Federal Prison Again Makes Sense (Nov. 28)

Supportive Columns and Others

Chicago Tribune, Steve Chapman, Terrorists in the Heartland? Chill (Dec. 17)

Chicago Tribune, Eric Zorn, GOP Now the Party of “Noooooooooo!”” (Nov. 20)

Chicago Tribune, Steve Chapman, Gitmo Prisoners? Bring ‘Em On (Nov. 16)

Crain’s Chicago Business, Greg Hinz, Lots of GOP Hot Air in “Illinois Gitmo™ Debate (Nov. 16)
Daily Herald, Editorial: Get Politics Out of Prison Discussion (Nov. 18)

Galesburg Register-Mail, Roundtable: Bring Gitmo Prisoners to Illinois? (Nov. 22)

Rockford Register Star, Chuck Sweeny, Manzullo Wrong about Thomson Prison Threat (Nov. 20)
Southtown Star, Phil Kadner, High Noon in Illinois, and GOP wants to run (Dec. 17)

Southtown Star, Phil Kadner, Illinois Can Handle Gitmo Detainees (Nov. 18)

St. Louis Post-Dispatch, Pat Gauen, What’s All the Fuss about Holding Terrorist Detainees in Illinois? (Nov.
19)

Letter from prominent conservatives David Keene, Grover Norquist, Bob Barr, Philip Giraldi, Doug Bandow,
Michael Ostrolenk, and John Whitehead



County Board

Chairman
James E. Bohnsack

Vice Chairman
John Brandmeyer

Committee Chairpersons

Health & Human Services
Karen Kinney

Forest Preserve
Ted E. Davies

Public Works
Catherine J. Wonderlich

Administration
Gary Freeman

Human Resources
John Malvik

Finance
Tom Rockwell

Governmental Affairs

Board Members

William R. Armstrong
Steven Ballard

Phil Banaszek

Virgil Dueysen

Phil Fuhr

Kathy Harmon
Donald L. Jacobs
Lauren Loftin

Ken Maranda

Virgil J. Mayberry
Steven E. Meersman
Connie Mohr-Wright
Patrick Moreno
Richard Morthland
Harry O. Perez

Fred W. Schultz
Wanda M. Sweat

Executive Assistant
Shelly L. Chapman

Rock
Island
County

Rock Island County .Build the future and improve the quality of life for our community

December 16, 2009

Office of the Governor
207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Honorable Governor Quinn:

The Rock Island County Board fully supports the federal
government’s effort to open the Thomson Correctional Facility.
We have adopted a resolution in support of the purchase and
occupation by the Department of Defense and the Bureau of
Prisons.

Rock Island County anticipates an impact at the Rock Island
Arsenal; which will be the base for many military troops once the
facility is operational. We support the efforts of our neighboring
Counties. An economic impact will be felt throughout the entire
Northwest Illinois geography.

Your support in making this project happen would be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely,

Z (G5l

Jdmes E. Bohnsack
County Board Chairman

JEB/sc

Enclosure

OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY BOARD
Rock Island County, Illinois

1504 Third Avenue, Rock Island, TL 61201
Phone: (309) 558-3605 * Fax: (309) 786-4473




County Board
Chairman
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Rock
Island
County

Rock Island County... Build the future and improve the quality of life for our community

December 16, 2009

Teresa K. Kurtenbach

Northwest Regional Manager

Office of Regional Outreach

Ilinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
1830 2™ Avenue; Suite 200

Rock Island IL 61201

Dear Ms. Kurtenbach:

The Rock Island County Board fully supports the federal
government’s effort to open the Thomson Correctional Facility.
We have adopted a resolution in support of the purchase and
occupation by the Department of Defense and the Bureau of
Prisons.

Rock Island County anticipates an impact at the Rock Island
Arsenal; which will be the base for many military troops once the
facility is operational. We support the efforts of our neighboring
Counties. An economic impact will be felt throughout the entire
Northwest Illinois geography.

Your support in making this project happen would be greatly

appreciated.
Sincerely,

2 treck

James E. Bohnsack
County Board Chairman

JEB/sc
Enclosure OFFICE OF THE
COUNTY BOARD
Reock Island County, Illinois

1504 Third Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201
Phone: (309) 558-3605 * Fax: (309) 786-4473












QuAd City
Chamber

of Commerce

Resolution Adopted by the Illinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce in support of the federal
government’s purchase and operation of the Thomson Correctional Center.

Whereas the lllinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce is charged with promoting economic growth and
a prosperous business climate in the lllinois Quad City region; and

Whereas the lllinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce recognizes that the proposed federal utilization of
the Thomson Correctional Center is estimated to generate between 2,340 and 3,250 jobs in the first four
years of operation within a seven-county area; and

Whereas the jobs generated by establishing the federal operation are expected to produce a
cumulative economic impact of $793 million to $1 billion within four years for the Quad Cities region;

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Directors of the lilinois Quad City Chamber of
Commerce supports the federal acquisition and activation of the Thomson Correctional Center and

welcomes the associated regional economic growth.

Adopted and approved on December 17, 2009.

e R e e e e e e e e e e
622 19th Street @ Moline, IL @ Phone: (309) 757-3416 & Fax: (309) 757-53435 # www.guadcitychamber.com




Quad Cities First

Resolution Adopted by the Quad Cities First Board of Directors in support of the federal government’s
purchase and operation of the Thomson Correctional Center

Whereas Quad Cities First is charged with attracting and growing businesses and jobs throughout
western llinois and eastern lowa; and

Whereas Quad Cities First recognizes that the proposed federal utilization of an existing vacant facility
is estimated to generate between 2,340 and 3,250 jobs in the first four years of operation within a
seven-county area; and

Whereas the jobs generated by establishing the federal operation are expected to produce a
cumulative economic impact of $793 to $1 billion within four years for the Quad Cities region;

Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Board of Directors of Quad Cities First supports the federal
acquisition and activation of the existing Thomson Correctional Center and welcomes the associated
regional economic growth.

Adopted and approved on 9™ day, December 2009

Cyuad Cities First - 309-788-7436 - www.QuadCities.org
1830 2nd Avenue, Ste 200 - Rock Island, 1L 61201
622 19" Street - Moline, IL 61265
130 W. Second St - Davenport, IA 52801
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Quad Cities First

Chamber

of Commerce

December 22, 2009

Senator Jeff Schoenberg, Co-Chairman

Representative Richard Myers, Co-Chairman

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Chairman Schoenberg, Chairman Myers and Commitiee Members:

On behalf of the Tilinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce and Quad Cities First, I want to thank the federal, state, and local
officials involved in the activation of the Thomson Correctional Facility,

T am the President/CEO of the IHinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce., which is one of the largest business organizations in
Northwest Tlinois, and Co-CEO of Quad Cities First, which is the regional economic development organization for the Quad
Cities region. The Tllinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors and Quad Cities First Board of Directors
passed resolutions to “support the federal acquisition and activation of the Thomson Correctional Center and welcome the
associated regional economic growth.”

The federal activation of the Thomson Correctional Facility is the single largest job and economic development project for
Northwest Tllinois in recent history. We look forward to the estimated 3.100 to 3,800 permanent jobs and 780-850 construction
jobs that will be created as a result of the new federal prison. These jobs and the estimated $1 billion economic impact will
provide a much needed boost to our region.

With a population of 475,000, the Quad Cities region is the closest and largest metropolitan statistical area to Thomson, IL. As
such Textend not only our appreciation, but offer the Illinois Quad City Chamber’s assistance to the federal, state, and local
governments in locating the needed workforce, contractors, and businesses needed to open and support the Thomson federal
prison. The Quad Cities, located 45 minutes south of Thomson, has a well skilled and experienced workforce with over
200.000 people. With a 10% unemployment rate in Rock Island County, many workers could be available for these posmom
Our region also has a strong construction and trades industry to complete any necessary renovations at the Thomson facility. In
addition there are 40 colleges and universities within a 90 mile radius of the Quad Cities, which provide well educated and
trained law enforcement professionals. According to the Chamber’s most recent college graduate inventory, over 595 college
students graduate annually with a Criminal Justice or Law Enforcement degree from area universities.

For those federal employees and soldiers new to Northwest I1linois, the Quad City region offers many housing o tions and is
¥ yreg ) g

prepared to welcome an influx of new residents. The Illinois Quad City Chamber is ready to offer relocation guides with

important housing, school, community, and quality of life information for the region.

The THinois Quad City Chamber and Quad Cities First look forward to working closely with {ocal, state, and federal officials to

assist in identifying all the required resources for the activation of Thomson Prison to be successfu |. Please feel free to contact

me at (309) 757-5416 if T can be of any further assistance.
e k3

ﬁzcl\ Bal\eti\‘
President/CEO

Ilinois Quad City Chamber of Commerce » Quad Cities First » 622 19" Street - Moline, IL 61265



Painters’ & Drywall Finishers’

Local Union #502 &7, #676

520 12t Street
Rock Island, Illinois 61201
Phone 309-788-8080 Fax 309-788-8081
Lol Free 877-488-8080  (Cell 563-508-1406

November 25, 2009

Andrew Ross

Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of Governor Pat Quinn
James R. Thompson Center

100 West Randolph- Suite 16- 100
Chicago, [linois 60601 -

Dear Andrew Ross:

I am writing this letter to express my support for the proposed acquisition of the
Thomson Correctional Facility in Ilinois by the Federal Bureau of Prisons. I
currently serve as a Business Representative for the Painters, Drywall Finishers and
Glaziers Union of District Council 81, and I urge your support to make the
Thomson Correctional Facility a federal maximum security prison.

I began serving as a Business Representative in 1999 and in 2000 T was involved
with the construction process at Thomson Correctional Facility. I witnessed
firsthand the excitement shown by residents and business owners anticipating the
opening of Thomson Prison, which would deliver a great economic stimulus to their
town. But as you are aware of, it would be many, many years before anyone would
benefit from this project.

The proposed acquisition of the Thomson Correctional Facility would be absolutely
beneficial in.creating job opportunities for many of the unemployed. [ have been
informed that a preliminary economic analysis indicates that over 3,000 jobs will be
created with this proposal.

I have also heard of the safety concerns that many in the community have if this
project were to take place. I have full confidence in the security presence that will be
in place and I trust the federal government will do everything in their power to
ensure cur communities are safe.



I am fully committed to the federal acquisition of the Thomson Facility and will
support any effort to make this proposal a reality.

Sincerely,

Mark T. Myers

Business Representative

District Council 81

Glaziers Local Union 581

Painters Local Union 502 & Painters Local Union 676
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e - AFFILIATED WITH
Northwestern Illinois BUILDING AND cousmucnomimss DEPT,
Building and Construction ArLcio
=" Trades Council e
212 South First Sueet, Suite 106 Telcphone (815) 965-2282 (BCTC)
Rocktord, Illinois 61104 Fax (815) 965-2277
November 23, 2009
The Honorable Eric Holder

Attomney General

U.S. Department of Justice
c/o Mr. Harley Lappin
Director, Bureau of Prisons
Room 654, Holc Bldg.

320 First Street, NW
Washington, DC 20534

Dear Honorable Holder:

I am writing to convey my wholehearted support for the proposed acquisition of the Thomson
Correctional Facility in Hlinois by the federal Bureau of Prisons. As the president of the
Northwestern Illinois Building Trades Council, T urge you to move forward with your plans to
make Thomson the most secure federal prison in America.

As the president of the local building trades, I have had the fortunate opportunity to recently tour
the Thomson facility with federal and state officials. I was able to participate in conversations
with governmental representatives and was assured of the job creation and overall positive
economic impact that the Thomson facility could bring to local residents.

As a union member and elected leader, I have witnessed first-hand the impact of our struggling
economy and its effect on local employment. Northwester Illinois has experienced some of the
highest unemployment in the state, and the construction trades are no exception. In fact, the
construction trades have seen higher than average unemployment (above 30%). The proposed
acquisition would go a long way in putting many of the unemployed back to work.

I have recently been informed of a preliminary economic analysis that indicates more than 3,000
jobs could be created by this proposal, which will provide an enormous boost for the regional
economy during these very tough times.

I am also aware of the safety concerns that some in the community have expressed if this project
were to move forward. 1 can assure you that I have full confidence in the security presence that
will be in place, and I trust the federal government will do everything it can to ensure our
comrnunities are safe.
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As a representative of organized labor in the region surrounding Thomson, I have been fighting
to save and create jobs so working people in this area can provide for themselves and their
farvilies. Tam fully committed to the federal acquisition of the Thomson facility and will fully
support any effort to make this proposal a reality.

Sincerely,

;W/ 4%
Brad Long

President
N.WIBCT.C

BL/af
cc: Andrew Ross
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Northwestern Illinois BUILDING AN/?]FE%IIG(Sr?HDLYéZ’.O‘;E:%ADES DEPT.
Building and Construction ARLClo
Trades Council
212 South First Strect, Suite 106 Telephone (815) 965-2282 (BCTC)
Rockford, fllinois 61104 Fax (815) 965-2277

November 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense

c¢/o Mr. Phillip Carter

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense (Detainee Policy)
The Pentagon, Room 5C719

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Honorable Gates:

I am writing to convey my wholehearted support for the proposed acquisition of the Thomson
Correctional Facility in Illinois by the federal Bureau of Prisons. As the president of the
Northwestern Illinois Building Trades Council, I urge you to move forward with your plans to
make Thomson the most secure federal prison in America.

As the president of the local building trades, I have had the fortunate opportunity to recently tour
the Thomson facility with federal and state officials. I was able to participate in conversations
with governmental representatives and was assured of the job creation and overall positive
economic impact that the Thomson facility could bring to local residents.

As a union member and elected leader, I have witnessed first-hand the impact of our struggling
economy and its effect on local employment. Northwestern Illinois has experienced some of the
highest unemployment in the state, and the construction trades are no exception. In fact, the
construction trades have seen higher than average unemployment (above 30%). The proposed
acquisition would go a long way in putting many of the unemployed back to work.

I have recently been informed of a preliminary economic analysis that indicates more than 3,000
jobs could be created by this proposal, which will provide an enormous boost for the regional
economy during these very tough times.

T am also aware of the safety concerns that some in the community have expressed if this project
were to move forward. I can assure you that I have full confidence in the security presence that
will be in place, and I trust the federal government will do everything it can to ensure our
communities are safe.

As a representative of organized labor in the region surrounding Thomson, I have been fighting
to save and create jobs so working people in this area can provide for themselves and their
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families. | am fully committed to the federal acquisition of the Thomson facility and will fully
support any effort to make this proposal a reality.

Sincerely,

53/ 1,7

Brad Long
President
N.WIB.C.T.C

BL/af
cc: Andrew Ross
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Northwestern Ilinois BUILDING AN%FE“C;IF:JNngU‘Z'“FTlg;\l”::’iADES DEPT.
Building and Construction ArLolo
Trades Council
212 South First Street, Suite 106 Telephone (815) 965-2282 (BCTC)
Rockford, Illinois 61104 Fax (815) 965-2277

November 23, 2009

Congressman Donald Manzullo
415 S. Mulford Rd.
Rockford, IL 61108

Dear Congressman Manzullo:

[ am writing to convey my wholchearted support for the proposed acquisition of the Thomson
Correctional Facility in Illinois by the federal Bureau of Prisons. As the president of the
Northwestern Illinois Building Trades Council, I urge you to move forward with your plans to
make Thomson the most secure federal prison in America.

As the president of the local building trades, I have had the fortunate opportunity to recently tour
the Thomson facility with federal and state officials. I was able to participate in conversations
with governmental representatives and was assured of the job creation and overall positive
economic impact that the Thomson facility could bring to local residents.

As a union member and elected leader, I have witnessed first-hand the impact of our struggling
economy and its effect on local employment. Northwestern Illinois has experienced some of the
highest unemployment in the state, and the construction trades are no exception. In fact, the
construction trades have seen higher than average unemployment (above 30%). The proposed
acquisition would go a long way in putting many of the unemployed back to work.

I have recently been informed of a preliminary economic analysis that indicates more than 3,000
jobs could be created by this proposal, which will provide an enormous boost for the regional

economy during these very tough times.

T am also aware of the safety concems that some in the community have expressed if this project
were to move forward. ] can assure you that | have full confidence in the security presence that
will be in place, and I trust the federal govemment will do everything it can to ensure our

comrnunities are safe.

As a representative of organized labor in the region surrounding Thomson, I have been fighting
to save and create jobs so working people in this area can provide for themselves and their



NOU-24-2005 08:20 NWIEBCTC 81587339705 P.a? 07

families. I amn fully committed to the federal acquisition of the Thomson facility and will fully
support any effort to make this proposal a reality.

Sincerely,
Brad Long
President

N.WIB.CT.C

BL/af
cc: Andrew Ross

TOTAL P.G7
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City Of Mount Carroll
City Hall

E 302 North Main Street
. Mount Carroll, Illinois 61053

1

]

> 815-244-4424

November 25, 2009

Teresa K. Kurtenbach

Northwest Regional Manager

Office of Regional OQutreach

Ilinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
1830 2! Avenue — Suite 200

Rock Island, IL 61201

Dear Ms. Kurtenbach,

The Mount Carroll City Council unanimously adopted a resolution in support of the
purchase and occupation of the Thomson Correctional Center by the Department of
Defense and the Bureau of Prisons.

Mount Carroll and Carroll County have been anticipating the opening of this prison for
several years. Our community is very distressed. We see at least one house in each block
of town either for sale or under foreclosure. Several thousand jobs will obviously have a
staggering positive impact on our community as well as the whole Northwest Illinois

geography.

Your support in making this project happen would be greatly appreciated. Please contact
me at any time if [ can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,” =

ﬂfﬁﬁ

Carl R. Bates

Mayor

City of Mount Carroll, Carroll County, Illinois
815-244-4424 — City Hall

815-275-1462 — Cell Phone

e-mail: mtcarroll@grics.net



Resolution on the Proposed Sale of Thomson Correctional Center

WHEREAS, Safety and security always has been and always will be our top priority.

WHEREAS, The Thomson Correction Center, a state-of-the-art, maximum-security
prison, has been virtually vacant for the past eight years.

WHEREAS, The federal Bureau of Prisons has recently toured and is considering
possibly buying the maximum-security facility and leasing a small portion to the Department of
Defense to house a limited number of detainees.

WHEREAS, The federal Bureau of Prisons has said it would operate Thomson with its
most restrictive conditions, and that additional security measures would be added to make it the
most secure federal prison in the United States.

WHEREAS, The sale of Thomson to the federal government would generate a
tremendous economic boost for our entire region during the worst economic conditions since the
Great Depression.

WHEREAS, The opening of Thomson by the federal government could create more than
3,000 direct and indirect jobs throughout the region and an estimated $1 billion in economic
activity in just the first four years of operation.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Mount Carroll unanimously
supports the potential purchase of the Thomson Correctional Center by the federal Bureau of
Prisons.

PASSED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Mount Carroll, Illinois, this
24th day of November, 2009.

APPROVED:

(vt o

Mayor Carl R. Bates

ATTEST:

e AL
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Vice Chairman
of the Board:

Darryl Vandervort

Secretary:
Doug Lee
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LEE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
101 West Second Street, Suite 301 * Dixon, lllinois 61021
Phone: 815.284.3361 * Fax: 815.284.3675 * E-mail: dchamber@essex1.com
www.dixonillinoischamber.com

November 23, 2009

Ms. Teresa K. Kurtenbach

Northwest Regional Manager

Office of Regiona! Outreach

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
1830 2" Avenue, Suite 200

Rock Island, IL 61201

Dear Ms, Kurtenbach:

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Lee County Industrial Development
Association to express support for the proposal that the State of Illinois sell the
nearby Thomson Correctional Facility to the Federal Government for use as a
Federal correctional facility and Department of Defense detention facility.

The Northwest Illinois region is burdened with high unemployment due to
the recent downturn in the economy and job creation resulting from using the
nearly-idle but like-new facilities would be significant and long lasting providing a
huge economic stimulus across the region. Our current unemployment numbers
continue to climb above 10% and the Federal and DOD jobs along with large
numbers of indirect jobs resulting would be very much appreciated by communities
all across Northern Illinois.

Dixon is the site of Illinois’ Dixon Correctional Center created by the
Department of Corrections over 25 years ago. We are very familiar with having a
correctional facility in our community and can honestly say that they are a great
employer, neighbor and economic engine. We wholeheartedly support the proposal
to convey the facility to the Federal Government and its uses as described in
briefing materials and the media.

No one should fear the impacts of having such a facility nearby. This has
been clearly demonstrated here in Dixon. We heard all of the arguments against
having a corrections facility and none have ever materialized, particularly security
concerns. In fact, there have been many positive effects and hundreds of our
citizens appreciate the high quality jobs that enabie them to provide for the well
being of their families. We applaud and support all efforts to bring this opportunity
to Illinois. If I can be of any additional help please do not hesitate to call.

Sincarely, Q
. \—)

Lee County Industrial Development Association
John R. Thompson
President/CEO







State of lllinois
Before the City Council of the City of Lanark
~ Resolution

A Resolution in Support of United States Federal Bureau of Prisons Purchasing the
Thomson Correctional Center to Operate a Federal Prison at Said Location.

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center was built and completed in 2001
as a maximum security correctional facility to be operated by the State of lllinois; and

WHEREAS, the expected opening and full operation of the Thomson Correctional
Center by the State of lllinois was to provide jobs and economic development to Carroll
County, lllinois; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Lanark recognizes that Carroll County is
in need of economic growth and development and the opening and full operation of the
Thomson Correctional Center would help to stimulate economic growth and create jobs
within Carroll County; and

WHEREAS, the State of lllinois, due to budgetary constraints and lack of adequate
funding, has been unable since 2001 to appropriate ample funds for the full operation of
the Thomson Correctional Center; and

WHEREAS, the United States Federal Bureau of Prisons has expressed an
interest in purchasing the Thomson Correctional Center to fully operate a federal prison at
said location, thus creating jobs for Carroll County and stimulating economic growth for
Carroll County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF LANARK that it hereby supports the potential purchase of the Thomson Correctional
Center by the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Passed this 1 day of December, 2009 by the City Council of the City of Lanark.

Etovnnd Z o Srr

Mayor

AYES: KOCOJ ?aklka?eg LImQSch , StrchecKer

nays: (U

ABSENT: | J)eaVer, Macembhes




State of Illinois )
)ss.
County of Carroll )

[, Jackie Hawbecker, City Clerk of the City of Lanark, State of lllinois, keeper of the
records and files thereof in accordance with law, do hereby certify the foregoing resolution
was passed by the City Council of the City of Lanark at its regular meeting held in Lanark,
lllinois on the date aforesaid in accordance with law.

In testimony whereof, | have hereunto set my hand and seal at Lanark, lllinois this
1t day of December, A.D. 2009.
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Jo-Carroll Depot

Local Redevelopment Authority
3651 Crim Drive, Suite 1, Savanna Depot Park, Savanna, Illinois 61074
(815) 273-4371 Fax (815) 273-4312 execdir@lrasavannail.us

November 23, 2009

Office of the Governor
207 State House
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Governor Quinn:

The Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority supports the acquisition of the Thomson
Correctional Center by the Bureau of Prisons and the lease of the prison to the Department of
Defense to house detainees.

The acquisition would bring federal funding full circle. The prison was proposed for construction
at the Savanna Army Depot by then-Gov. Jim Edgar in April 1998 to replace jobs lost when the
base closed. The base was selected for closure in 1995 when the installation employed
approximately 425 people, down from the more than 7,000 during WWIL.

Gov. Edgar reassigned the prison to Thomson in July 1998. The depot closed in March 2000..
The opportunity to fully utilize this prison and again have a substantial influx of federal funds
into the region’s economy--an estimated $790 million to $1.09 billion over the first four years—
is a must for the region affected by the base closure.

There were risks associated when the then-open Depot was the nation’s largest ordnance depot,
when it housed a unit of Italian POWSs during WWII and when it was used to store nuclear
weapons in the 1960s and 1970s. The region was willing, and for the most part, proud to support
the national security/war efforts then. It would be proud to join forces with the Bureau of Prisons
and Department of Defense to assure national security today. It is proud to have a US Senator
and a Governor who understand the economic needs of this region and are willing to implement
a plan to help meet the needs of people in this state and nation. Please rest assured that you have
the support of the Jo-Carroll Depot Local Redevelopment Authority for the sale of the Thomson
prison to the Bureau of Prisons and subsequent lease to the Department of Defense.

Sincerely yours,
Diane M. Komiskey
Executive Director

Cc: Theresa Kurtenbach, Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity

Our goal: Provide economic growth, create quality employment; improve property values.
www.Irasavannail.us
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Jo-Carroll Depot

L ocal Redevelopment Authority

3651 Crim Drive, Suite 1, Savanna Depot Park, Savanna, Illinois 61074
(815) 273-4371 Fax (815) 273-4312 execdir@LRAsavannail.us

www.LRAsavannail.us

December 22, 2009
Hearing on the Closur e of the Thomson Correctional Center
Held by the Commission on Gover nment Forecasting and Accountability

Testimony

My nameis Diane M. Komiskey. | am the executive director of the Jo-Carroll Depot L ocal
Redevel opment Authority, the “LRA.” The eight-man LRA Board was created by Jo Daviess and
Carroll counties. The LRA isthe federally recognized agency with the authority to receive from
the Army nearly 3,000 acres now known as the Savanna Depot Park at the former 13,062-acre
Savanna Army Depot. The LRA isresponsible for overseeing and implementing reuse of the
Savanna Depot Park for economic development purposes.

The Savanna Depot Park isin arural area of the two counties, 20 miles north of the Thomson
Correctional Center. At its peak during WWII, the Depot employed 7,195 workers. In the 1950s,
it was the largest ordnance depot in the nation. From 1961-1975, it housed nuclear weapons.
Workers handled, processed, and stored munitions, explosives and industrial chemicals. They
loaded artillery shells, conventional and special lightweight bombs and renovated, demolished
and disposed of munitions components. Conservatively, 250 students per year from the U.S. and
foreign countries received technical training at the Depot.

Were risks associated with work at the Depot on behalf of the nation’s defense? Absolutely. Were
the people of northwest Illinois afraid to take those risks? Absolutely not. The soldiers and
civilians I’ve met speak with overwhelming pride in having contributed at the Savanna Army
Depot to national security.

file://IR|/Computer/My%20Webs/Facilities%20Cl osures...0229%62009%20testi mony%200n%620pri son%20sal €%620(2).htm (1 of 3) [1/7/2010 9:19:11 AM]
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Jo-Carroll Depot

The Depot’s mission ended March 18, 2000. Why? In 1995, the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission selected the Savanna Army Depot Activity for closure. The Depot then provided
423 jobs and had an annual payroll of $16 million. The direct and indirect economic activity was
estimated at $35.5 million annually.

| deas blossomed for reusing the Depot. The LRA sought an anchor tenant to spur redevel opment.

Then-Governor Jm Edgar in April 1998 chose the Depot as the site for a maximum security
prison. The 450 state employees were to replace the federal jobs lost when the base closed.
However, in late July 1998, the Governor bowed to pressure to construct the prison at Thomson.

Since then, disappointment has followed disappointment. In the absence of the prison as an
anchor tenant, reuse of the installation has been hindered by the pace of environmental cleanup,
challenged by the Depot’s rural location and impeded by bureaucracy. An enterprise zone,
foreign trade zone and HUBZone help. The existence of a shortline railroad and spur on the
BNSF Railway are significant.

Today, nearly 15 years after it was selected for closure and nearly 10 years after it closed, with
more than 80 percent of the property under contract, only 35 percent of the 3,000 acres have been
conveyed to the LRA so it can sell that property at below-market rates to stimulate economic
development. In November, 55 full-time jobs were held at the Depot.

The Thomson Correctional Center has been a good neighbor to the LRA. Minimum-security unit
work crews have helped maintain and improve property marketed by the LRA in the Savanna
Depot Park. It would have been wonderful if that relationship could have continued.

It would have been wonderful if AFSCME had joined northwest Illinois residents and their friend
in Springfield, Rep. Jim Sacia, in our attempts to fully open the Thomson prison years ago. It
would be wonderful if the state could afford to fully operate the prison and state jobs would be
available for the good people who counted on them.

It would be wonderful if Illinois was not facing what The Pew Center on the States said is
“among the worst budget gaps in the country.” It would be wonderful if the State could count on
growing its way out of this budget shortfall with increased revenues from corporate income tax
revenues.

Thisisthe season of wonders, but reality plays Scrooge. Y our November briefing substantiates

what we who work in economic development in northwest I1linois know. Illinois businesses are
struggling. Attracting new ones is challenging, especially in northwest Illinois with business
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Jo-Carroll Depot

friendly lowa nearby.

It would be wonderful if the General Assembly would make the state more attractive to
businesses. If that happened today, it nevertheless would take years to fill the budget hole.

I1linois cannot afford to turn down the incredible opportunity being offered by President Obama.
Whether the prison employs current residents or attracts younger people to the region, it’saplus
for northwest Illinois. Whether 100, 300 or 3,000 federal jobs are created by the Bureau of
Prisons at Thomson, it’s a plus for northwest Illinois. Whether the Department of Defense has
500, 1,000 or 1,500 people assigned to northwest Illinois for detainee-related work, it’s a plus for
northwest lllinais.

Please, do asthe LRA said in letters of support and aresolution: Sell the Thomson Correctional
Center to the Bureau of Prisons. Open the door for the Department of Defense to lease a portion

of the prison. Return to northwest Illinois the flow of federal funds that left the region with the
closing of the Savanna Army Depot.

Thank you.
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Village of Hanover
P. O. Box 12A . Hanover, I1 61041

A resolution in support of United States Federal Bureau of Prisons purchasing the Thomson
Correctional Center to operate a federal prison at said location.

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center was built and completed in 2001 as a
maximum security correctional facility to be operated by the State of illinois; and

WHEREAS, the expected opening and full operation of the Thomson Correctional Center
by the State of Illinois was to provide jobs and economic development to Northwest Ilinois,
and surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Hanover recognizes that our area is in need of economic
growth and development and the opening and full operation of the Thomson Correctional Center
would help to stimulate economic growth and create jobs in Northwest Illinois and the
surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois, due to budgetary constraints and lack of adequate
funding, has been unable since 2001 to appropriate ample funds for the full operation of the
Thomson Correctional Center, and

WHEREAS, the United States Federal Bureau of Prisons has expressed an interest in
purchasing the Thomson Correctional Center to fully operate a federal prison at said location,
thus creating jobs for Northwest Illinois and the surrounding area and stimulating economic
growth for Northwest Illinois and the surrounding area.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE OF HANOVER that it supports
the United States Federal Bureau of Prisons purchasing the Thomson Correctional Center to
operate a federal prison at said location.

Passed this 24® day of November, 2009 by the Hanover Village Board.

ﬂdﬁ'wfoéf%

Donald Schaible, Mayor




State of Illinois )
)ss
Village of Hanover )

I, Susan Fulton, Village Clerk for Village of Hanover, State of Illinois, keeper of the
records and files thereof in accordance with law, do hereby certify the foregoing resolution was
passed by the Village of Hanover at a special meeting held at Hanover, Illinois on the 24" day of
November, 2009.

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal at my office at Hanover,
Illinois this 27" day of November, A.D. 2009.

(Seal)

Susan Fulton
Hanover Village Clerk

CCt

Senator Richard Durbin

Office of the Governor

Robert Gates, Secretary of Defense

Eric Holder, Attorney General

Teresa Kurtenbach, NW Regional Outreach
Representative Jim Sacia

Senator Tim Bivens

Congressman Don Manzullo



Hanover Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 46 ¢ Hanover, IL 61041

- Hanover Chamber of Commerce

Hanover, IL

A resolution in support of United States Federal Bureau of Prisons purchasing the Thomson
Correctional Center to operate a federal prison at said location.

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center was built and completed in 2001 as a
maximum security correctional facility to be operated by the State of Illinois; and.

WHEREAS, the expected opening and full opnration of the Thomson Correction Center by
the State of {Ilinois was to prowdc jobs and economic development to Carroll County, Ilinois, and
surrounding area; and ’

WHEREAS, the Hanover Chamber of Commerce recognizes that our area is in need of
economic growth and development and the opening and full operation of the Thomson Correctional
Center would help to stimulate economic growth and create jobs within Carroll County and the
surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, the State of 1llinois, due to budgetary constraints and lack of adequate
funding, has been unable since 2001 to appropriate ample funds t01 the full operation of the
Thomson Correctional Center; and 4

WHEREAS, the United States Federal Bureau of Prisons has expressed an interest in
purchasing the Thomson Correctional Center to fully operate a federal prison at said location, thus
creating jobs for Carroll County and the surrounding area and stimulating economic growth for Carroll

-County and the surrounding area.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HANOVER CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

that it supports the United States Federal Bureau of Prison purchasing the Thomson

- Correction Center to operate a federal prison at said location.

Passed this 24w day of November, 2009 by the members of the Hanover Chamber of Commerce.

Nt agen

Deatra Aadson, President

Best Little Village By A Dam Site



1741 Industrial Dr
Sterling 11. 61081

GREATER TERLIG p: 815.625.5255 | 11 815.625.5094

Development Corporation www.sie hnadevelopment.rs

-
November 24, 2009

Teresa K. Kurtenbach

Northwest Regional Manager

Office of Regional Outreach

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
1830 2nd Ave- Suite 200

Rock Island, IL 61201

RE: Thomson Prison
Dear Ms. Kurtenbach:

The Greater Sterling Development Corporation, a 501(c)(3), responsible for the economic
development and growth in Sterling, Illinois, is in complete support of the Federal Bureau of
Prisons purchase of the Thomson Prison in Thomson, Illinois.

We represent the largest community in Whiteside County. Our Board of Directors is comprised
of 15 business people from all different backgrounds including: healthcare, private enterprise,
education, government etc. We believe the opening of Thomson Prison, and the subsequent jobs
created, will greatly benefit Northwest Illinois, Whiteside County and the Greater Sterling
region.

As you are aware, our county unemployment is over 10.5%. We need good paying jobs that will
not be shipped overseas. We need skilled positions with benefits and retirement packages. The
Thomson prison will benefit us greatly and give us many of the things we need.

Please join us as we support Mayor Hebeler, Carroll County and the people of Northwest Illinois
in the opening of the Thomson Prison. Should you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me at (815) 625-5255 or hsotelo@sterlingdevelopment.org.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Heather A. Sotelo
Executive Director









STATE OF ILLINOIS )
COUNTY OF STEPHENSON ) SS.

CITY OF FREEPORT )

CERTIFICATION OF RESOLUTION

|, Martha E. Zuravel, do certify that | am the duly qualified and acting City
Clerk of the City of Freeport, Stephenson County, lllinois, and as such official |
am the keeper of all city records, ordinances, and resolutions, and the originals of
the attached document on file in my office.

| do further certify that the following resolution constitutes a full, true and
correct copy from the proceedings of the regular meeting of the Corporate
Authorities held on December 7, 2009, insofar as same relates to the adoption of
a resolution numbered and entitled:

RESOLUTION #R- 2009-109
RESOLUTION ON THE PROPOSED SALE OF
THOMSON CORRECTIONAL CENTER
| have hereunto set my hand and seal this 8" Day of December, 2009

AMQ{J%L ff(ﬁ)(z/ g8 ‘7

City Clérk )

Seal



RESOLUTION ON THE PROPOSED SALE OF
THOMSON CORRECTIONAL CENTER

RESOLUTION NO. R-2009-109

WHEREAS, safety and security always has been and always will be our
nation’s top priority; and

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center is a state-of-the-art,
maximum-security prison owned by the State of lllinois, and has been virtually
vacant for the past eight years; and

WHEREAS, the federal Bureau of Prisons has recently toured the facility
with U.S. Senator Dick Durbin and other Members of the lllinois and lowa
Congressional Delegations and is considering buying the maximum-security
facility from the State of lllinois and leasing a small portion to the Department of
Defense to house a limited number of detainees; and

WHEREAS, the federal Bureau of Prisons has said it would operate
Thomson with its most restrictive conditions, additional security measures would
be added to make it the most secure federal prison in the United States, and that
no visitation rights would be afforded to federal detainees with the exception of
their U.S.-appointed legal representation; and

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center, located in Carroll County,
is approximately 45 miles southwest of Freeport, lllinois; and

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center is within the jurisdiction of
the U.S. District Court, Northern District of lllinois, Western Division, which is
headquartered in the City of Rockford, lllinois; and

WHEREAS, President Obama and his Administration have clearly stated
that federal detainees will not be involved in court proceedings, hearings, or
tribunals within the Northern District of lllinois, Western Division District Court;
and

WHEREAS, in the event that federal policy changes to allow court
proceedings, hearings, or tribunals within the Northern District lllinois, Western
Division District Court, that the U.S. Federal Government has given its
assurances that all federal resources would be made available to ensure and
provide for the safety and security of the citizens of the area; and

WHEREAS, if in the future a detainee is tried, convicted, and serves
his/her time, the federal government has given assurances that under no



circumstance would a detainee be released on U.S. soil, but rather the sentence
would mandate deportation upon release; and

WHEREAS, the sale of Thomson to the federal government would
generate a tremendous economic boost for our Northwest lllinois region during
the worst economic conditions since the Great Depression; and

WHEREAS, the White House Council of Economic Advisors have
determined that the opening of Thomson by the federal government could create
more than 3,800 direct and indirect jobs through the region and an estimated $1
billion in economic activity in just the first four years of operation.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF FREEPORT, ILLINOIS that, provided the aforementioned security
and safety assurances by the federal government, and given the positive
economic impact to the northwest lllinois region and the State of lllinois through
the full utilization of the Thomson Correctional Center, we do hereby support the
potential purchase of the Thomson Correctional Center by the federal Bureau of
Prisons, and direct the City Clerk to forward this resolution to the Governor of the
State of lllinois, our U.S. Congressional delegation, and the President of the
United States.

RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FREEPORT,
ILLINOIS this /&< dayof  Deeevnbo~. | 2009.

Vot rgandd

Martha E.' Zuravel, City Clerk

APPROVED this 5% dayof LY Conboa 2000

/ﬁm A /%/LL/Z/&M

George V\t7GauIrapp, Mayor (//
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of the Board:

Todd Neisewander

Vice Chairman
of the Board:

Matt Hermes

Treasurer:

Jeff Johnson

Directors:

Eric Brantley
Tim Broos

Ed Bushman
Rick Curia

Tad Kerr

Doug Lee

Barb Majeski
George Mobarak
Shawn Ortgiesen
Matt Scheffler
Joann Sheridan
Darryl Vandervort
Emily Vivian
Will Yount

Staff:

President/CEO
John R. Thompson
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Vicki L. Carlson
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Kaye King
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DIXON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
101 West Second Street, Suite 301 ¢ Dixon, lllinois 61021
Phone: 815.284.3361 « Fax: 815.284.3675 « E-mail: dchamber@essex1.com
www.dixonillinoischamber.com

November 23, 2009

Ms. Teresa K. Kurtenbach

Northwest Regional Manager

Office of Regional Outreach

Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
1830 2" Avenue, Suite 200

Rock Island, IL 61201

Dear Ms. Kurtenbach:

I am writing this letter on behalf of the Dixon Area Chamber of Commerce
and Industry to express support for the proposal that the State of Illinois sell the
nearby Thomson Correctional Facility to the Federal Government for use as a
Federal correctional facility and Department of Defense detention facility.

The Northwest Illinois region is burdened with high unemployment due to
the recent downturn in the economy and job creation resulting from using the
nearly-idle but like-new facilities would be significant and long lasting providing a
huge economic stimulus across the region. Our current unemployment numbers
continue to climb above 10% and the Federal and DOD jobs along with large
numbers of indirect jobs resulting would be very much appreciated by communities
all across Northern lllinois.

Dixon is the site of Illinois’ Dixon Correctional Center created by the
Department of Corrections over 25 years ago. We are very familiar with having a
correctional facility in our community and can honestly say that they are a great
employer, neighbor and economic engine. We wholeheartedly support the proposal
to convey the facility to the Federal Government and its uses as described in
briefing materials and the media.

No one should fear the impacts of having such a facility nearby. This has
been clearly demonstrated here in Dixon. We heard all of the arguments against
having a corrections facility and none have ever materialized, particularly security
concerns. In fact, there have been many positive effects and hundreds of our
citizens appreciate the high quality jobs that enable them to provide for the well
being of their families. We applaud and support all efforts to bring this opportunity
to Illinois. If I can be of any additional help please do not hesitate to call.

Sincgrely,

p—
Dixon Area Chamber of Commerce and Industry
John R. Thompson
President/CEO
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County
Jurisdiction

Ninots
Boone
Bureau
Carroll
Cook
DeKalb
DuPage
Grundy
Henderson
Henry
Iroquois
Jo Daviess
Kane
Kankakee
Kendall
Ta Salle
Lake
Lee
Marshall
MeHenry
Mereer
Ogle
Putnam
Rock Island
Stark
Stephenson
Whiteside
Wwill
Winnebago

Wisconsin
Kenosha
Milwaukee
Ozaukee
Racine
Washington
Waukesha

lowa
Adair
Allamakee
Appanoose
Benton
Black Hawk
Bremer
Buchanan
Butler
Cedar
Cerro Gordo
Chickasaw
Clayton
Chnton
Davis
Delaware
Des Moines
Dubuque
Fayette
Floyd
Franklin
Grundy
Hancock
Henry
Noward
lowa
Jackson
Jefferson
Johnson
Jones
Keokuk
Kossuth
Lec
Linn
Louisa
Mahaska
Mitchel!
Monroe
Muscatine
Scott
lma
Van Buren
Wapello
Washington
Wayne
Winnebago
Winneshick
Worth
Wright

UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS OF AMERICA

CHICAGO REGIONAL COUNCIL OF CARPENTERS

December 1, 2009

Ms. Teresa K. Kurtenbach

Northwest Regional Manager

Office of Regional Outreach

Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
1830 2" Avenue — Suite 200

Rock Island, IL 61201

Dear Ms. Kurtenbach,

The Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters fully supports the purchase and occupation
of the Thomson Correctional Center by the Department of Defense and the Bureau of
Prisons.

The Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters represents members who reside in and
around the surrounding area of Thomson, IL. The economic boost of the federal
government owning and operating the correctional center will be tremendous to the
Northwest Illinois region. Many of our members must travel outside the region to find
work. The impact of the purchase will spur economic development, jobs, and a higher
quality of life.

Your support in the decision making process of making this acquisition happen will be
greatly appreciated. Please contact us if we can be of further assistance.

Best Regards,
o0y %
President

Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters

12 East Eric Street, Chicago, Itlinois 60611-2796
Phone: 312-787-3076 « Fax: 312-951-1540 « www.carpentersunion.org
Frank T. Libby, President/Execunive Seeretary-Treasurer » Jeffrey Isaacson. First Vice President
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Resolution on the Proposed Sale of Thomson Correctional Center

WHEREAS, Safety and security always has been and always will be our top priority.

WHEREAS, The Thomson Correction Center, a state-of-the-art, maximum-security
prison, has been virtually vacant for the past eight years.

WHEREAS, The federal Bureau of Prisons has recently toured and is considering
possibly buying the maximum-security facility and leasing a small portion to the Department of
Defense to house a limited number of detainees.

WHEREAS, The federal Bureau of Prisons has said it would operate Thomson with its
most restrictive conditions, and that additional security measures would be added to make it the
most secure federal prison in the United States.

WHEREAS, The sale of Thomson to the federal government would generate a
tremendous economic boost for our entire region during the worst economic conditions since the
Great Depression.

WHEREAS, The opening of Thomson by the federal government could create more than
3,000 direct and indirect jobs throughout the region and an estimated $1 billion in economic
activity in just the first four years of operation.

BE IT RESOLVED, that (community or board).tsseninsessls supports the potential
purchase of the Thomson Correctional Center by the federal Bureau of Prisons.
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CommunityFunding
L PlanningServices
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November 722,' 2009

Teresa K. Kurtenbach

Northwest Regional Manager

Office of Regional Qutreach

lllinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
1830 2nd Ave- Suite 200

Rock Island, IL 61201

Dear Teresa,

Thank you very much for providing me with information on the Thomson Correctional Facility
and on the Federal Government’s potential acquisition of the vacant facility.

As you know, | work with many communities in Jo Daviess, Carroll and Ogle Counties, doing
planning, grant writing and general economic development activities. |1 recently held a
Legislative Roundtable with area legislators and community leaders and the Thomson Prison
was a topic of discussion. | provided a Petition of Support for the Thomson Correctional
Facility, which was signed by many of the elected officials in attendance. Attached is the signed
petition form for your use; I included a second cover sheet to identify the community each
elected official represented. Please forward this letter and the petition form to those who need
to know that area elected officials and businesses are in support of the acquisition by the
Federal Government.

it is truly sad to know that the Thomson Correctional Facility, being such a state-of-the-art
facility, has sat empty for more than 8 years. | have seen, and am very well aware of the
distressed economic conditions faced by many of the communities in this region. The purchase
and use of the correctional facility will create a huge economic impact and can only result in
positive things.

As a parent of two kids and a small business owner, | know this is a good opportunity for the
area. Thank you so much for your hard work in keeping people informed. If | can be of further
assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

%L@{u‘

Sharon L. Pepin

Community Funding & Planning Services. 303 E Front Ave, Stockton, 1. 61085
Tel./ 815.541.5991 Fax./ 815.947.9129
sharon.p@pepincfps.com
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PETITION OF SUPPORT

THOMSON CORRECTIONAL FACILITY
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November 19, 2009

PETITION OF SUPPORT

THOMSON CORRECTIONAL FACILITY

NAME - TITLE
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November 19, 2009

PETI] fuend = A i

THOMSON 4 Lot orebe (dowdfiis

NAME - TITLE

MW.W’Z‘O Y

Qae A

Ed Olds, Director

Savanna Depot -Local Redevelopment Authority

Bill Sparboe, Director
And Alderman

Savanna Depot -Local Redevelopment Authority
And City of Mount Carroll

John Major, Director

Savanna Depot -Local Redevelopment Authority

Bill Wright, Director

Savanna Depot -Local Redevelopment Authority

Joe Buckner, President

Village of Dakota

Steven Loomis, Trustee

Village of Warren

Representative Jim Sacia District 89
Caryl Buford, Trustee Village of Orangeville
Senator Tim Bivins District 45
Ronald Strohecker, Alderman City of Lanark

Galen Wirth, President

Village of Milledgeville

Vicky Trager, Trustee

Village of Thomson

Russ Gies, Trustee

Village of Thomson

William Robinson, Alderman

City of Savanna

Larry Stebbins, Mayor

City of Savanna

Lois Hunsaker, Alderwoman

City of Savanna

Daryl Steinhagen, Trustee

Village of Elizabeth

Delos Groezinger, Trustee

Village of Elizabeth

Wayne Raisbeck, President

Village of Warren

Monte Grubbner, Trustee

Village of Warren

Dan Welp, Alderman City of East Dubuque
Larry Havner, Alderman City of East Dubuque

Geoff Barklow, Mayor City of East Dubuque
Doug Bergren, Alderman City of Mount Carroll
George Gaulrapp, Mayor City of Freeport

Lou Schau, President

Mt Carroll Community Development Corp.

John Swiech, Director

Mt Carroll Community Development Corp.

William McFadden, Chairman

Savanna Depot -Local Redevelopment Authority

Carl Bates, Mayor

City of Mount Carroll

Sharon Pepin, Owner

Community Funding & Planning Services







Carroll County

Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies

Commuittee (CC CEDS)

209 N. College Street
Mount Carroll, Illinois 61053
815-244-4451

November 24, 2009
Ms Teresa K. Kurtenbach
Northwest Regional Manager
Office of Regional Outreach
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity
1830 2™ Ave., Suite 200
Rock Island, IL. 61201

Dear Ms. Kurtenbach,

The Carroll County (Illinois) Comprehensive Economic Development Committee
(CEDS) wishes to express its strong support for the sale or lease of the Thomson
Correctional Facility to the U.S. Government. Our committee represents the
municipalities and major economic stakeholders in our county, and we actively promote
economic development, business investment and badly needed job creation in our area.

Since the prison was constructed in 2001, CEDS has worked tirelessly to encourage the
opening of the Thomson prison. Our county in Northwest Illinois is an economically
depressed area with chronically high unemployment. The proposed purchase plan will
bring to fruition the goal of countless volunteer hours and result in jobs and investment
providing a vital injection of stimulus in our community.

As residents and representatives tasked to promote job creation and business growth in
Carroll County, CEDS encourages your positive action to facilitate the Federal purchase
of the Thomson maximum security prison.

Yours sincerely,

: L »

l/(./ (/k/\_/q 'j b

Nina G. Cooper, Chair
Carroll County (Illinois) Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy Committee















Resolution No. 09-08

RESOLUTION ON THE PROPOSED SALE OF THOMSON CORRECTIONAL
CENTER

WHEREAS, The Thomson Correctional Center, was built and completed in 2001 as a
maximum security correctional facility to be operated by the State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, the expected opening and full operation of the Thomson Correctional
Center by the State of Illinois was to provide jobs and economic development to Northwest
[llinois, and surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Stockton recognizes that our area is in need of economic
growth and development and the opening and full operation of the Thomson Correctional Center
would help to stimulate economic growth and create jobs in Northwest Illinois and the
surrounding area; and

WHEREAS, the State of Illinois, due to budgetary constraints and lack of adequate
funding, has been unable since 2001 to appropriate ample funds for the full operation of the
Thomson Correctional Center, and

WHEREAS, the United States Federal Bureau of Prisons has expressed an interest in
purchasing the Thomson Correctional Center to fully operate a federal prison at said location,
thus creating jobs for Northwest Illinois and the surrounding area and stimulating economic
growth for Northwest Illinois and the surrounding area.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE OF STOCKTON
that it supports the United States Federal Bureau of Prisons purchasing the Thomson
Correctional Center to operate a federal prison at said location.

PASSED by the President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Stockton, Jo Daviess
County, Illinois this 7 day of December 2009, pursuant to a roll call vote as follows:

AYES:  Kunz, Perry, Rowe, Zueger, Douglas
NAYS: Jackson '

/'/ Verd

B ey 3"#;;@3,“?“*‘:
Attest:
/(j(,ul{’(, A %J (-t W\f

Susanne Young, V1llage Clerk
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NEWS - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday, December 22, 2009

JERRY LACK STATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF THOMSON PRISON PLAN
Urges Hlinois to use funding from sell of prison for improvements to other state
correctional facilifies and to hire additional correctional officers

Jerry Lack Democratic candidate for State Representative for the 71 District issued the
following statement at the Illinois public hearing supporting the plan to sell the Thomson
Correctional Center to the federal government.

“I strongly support the sell of the Thomson Correctional Center to the federal government
which will utilize the facility to house federal inmates and a limited number of detainees

from Guantanamo Bay.”

“This proposal is a great economic opportunity for both Thomson and the entire region.
This plan will create over 2,000 jobs and inject millions of dollars into the area economy.
This is an opportunity to create jobs with higher wages and excellent benefits.
Furthermore, the transier of detainees from Guantanamo Bay will in no way jeopardize
the safety of citizens.”

“It is a golden opportunity for Illinois to utilize the funds obtained from the sell of the
Thomson Correctional Center to renovate and improve other state correctional facilities
and hire additional correctional officers. Illinois has long deferred needed improvements
to the state correctional facilities because of budget shortfalls. Many of the facilities are
aging and in desperate need of repair. More than 45,000 inmates are housed in facilities
designed to hold 32,000 inmates. Renovating and improving the overcrowded
correctional facilities should be the state’s priority. Illinois should also use some of the
revenue obtained from the sell to hire additional correctional officers to ease
understaffing at the state correctional centers.”

TY T YA A TN TOY YT OO
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Resolution on the Proposed Sale of Thomson Correctional Center
WHEREAS, Safety and security always has been and always will be our top priority.

WHEREAS, The Thomson Correction Center, a state-of-the-art, maximum-security
prison, has been virtually vacant for the past eight years.

WHEREAS, The federal Bureau of Prisons has recently toured and is considering
possibly buying the maximum-security facility and leasing a small portion to the Department of
Defense to house a limited number of detainees.

WHEREAS, The federal Bureau of Prisons has said it would operate Thomson with its
most restrictive conditions, and that additional security measures would be added to make it the
most secure federal prison in the United States.

WHEREAS, The sale of Thomson to the federal government would generate a
tremendous economic boost for our entire region during the worst economic conditions since the

Great Depression.

WHEREAS, The opening of Thomson by the federal government could create more than
3,000 direct and indirect jobs throughout the region and an estimated $1 billion in economic
activity in just the first four years of operation.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of Mount Carroll unanimously
supports the potential purchase of the Thomson Correctional Center by the federal Bureau of

Prisons.

{ PASSED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Mount Carroll, Illinois, this
247 day of November, 2009.

APPR ﬂfFD

7

Ma?or Cari R. Bat

ATTEST:

S kL

/City/Clerk Julie A. Cuckler




PO. Box 386 ¢ Dixon, [llinois 61021 » Telephone (815) 288-1485

www.discoverdixon.org ¢ info@discoverdixon.org

James . Burke

Meayor

December 21, 2009

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability

Sterling, Iilinois

Honorable Legisiators:

CITY DEPARTMENTS

Administration 28
Airport 288-4095
Building 288-1403
Cemetery 284-2004
Fire 288-3323
Police 285-
Sewage Treatment 288-3383
Street 284-7743
Water 288-3381

<
i

S e

Due to being out of State, I am unable to make comments in person regarding the
proposed sale of the Illinois Department of Corrections Thomson Correctional Center to
the Federal Bureau of Prisons. However, on December 7", the Dixon City Council
passed, by unanimous vote, a resolution of full support for the proposal to sell the
Thomson Correctional Facility to the Federal Bureau of Prisons to be utilized in part for
housing detainees from Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

JGB/ks

cc: Dixon City Council
Shawn Ortgiesen
City Attorney

Roy G, Bridgeman
Accounits & Finance

COMMISSIONERS & OFFICERS

Tra (3. Kelly
Public Properiy

Ralph Contreras
Streets & Public Improvements

Sincerely,

James G. Burke
Mayor

David P. Blackburm
Public Health & Safety

Rita A. Crundwell
City Comptroller/ Treasurer

Kathe A, Bwanszon
City Clerk
Robert E. Branson
City Attorney
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RESOLUTION NO. { =M

PROPOSED SALE OF THOMSON CORRECTIONAL CENTER

WHEREAS, safety and security always has been and always will be our top priority; and

WHEREAS, the Thomson Correctional Center, a state-of-the-art, maximum-security prison, has
been virtually vacant for the past eight years; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Bureau of Prisons has recently toured and is considering possibly buying
the maximum-security facility and leasing a small portion to the Department of Defense to house a limited
number of detainees; and

WHEREAS, the Federal Bureau of Prisons has said it would operate Thomsen with its most
restrictive conditions, and that additional security measures would be added to make it the most secure
federal prison in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the sale of Thomson to the federal government would generate a tremendous
economic boost for our entire region during the worst economic conditions since the Great Depression; and

WHEREAS, the opening of Thomson by the federal government could create more than 3,000
direct and indirect jobs throughout the region and an estimated $1 billion in economic activity in just the
first four years of operation.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Dixon unanimously supports the potential purchase of the
Thomson Correctional Center by the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Y N
i1 ‘5! /N
day of =t

This Resolution read and approved this 2 *{\ Ry

2009. P
py
2N

James G. Burke, Mayor’

ATTEST:

i
S P e

Kathe A. Swansbm City Clerk
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State of lllinois

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
Hearing on the Thomson Correctional Center
December 22, 2009 — Sterling, IL

Prepared Remarks of Michael W. Hastings
President and CEOQ, Jo-Carroll Energy
Chairman, Tri-County Economic Development Alliance

Distinguished commission members, my name is Michael Hastings, and | am the president and CEO of
Jo-Carroll Energy, a not-for-profit electric and natural gas cooperative serving Carroli, Jo Daviess and
Whiteside counties. I'm also the chairman of TCEDA, the Tri-County Economic Development Alliance, a
private, not-for-profit agency supporting economic development in the same three-county area.

| am here today on behalf of Jo-Carroll Energy’s board of directors and the 18,000 member-owners we
serve — and the 23 government agencies and thousands of businesses represented by TCEDA — to relay
to you a clear, unified, and unequivocal message: We support this project.

For more than 20 years, the population of our region has steadily declined. Businesses have closed. Our
young people have moved away for lack of any opportunity. We were forced to sit by and watch the
closing of the Savanna Army Depot — a facility that once employed thousands of people. And while the
rest of the nation has gotten a bitter taste of double-digit unemployment during the current recession,
Carroll County has endured that pain for many years. And for the few jobs we do have, median incomes
are among the lowest in the nation.

More than a decade ago we rejoiced when the state selected Thomson as the site for its new maximum
security prison. We improved and expanded schools, utility systems and businesses to prepare for its
arrival. And for the past eight-plus years we have waited and hoped that the state would some day put the
Thomsen Correctional Center to good use. Several opportunities to do that have come and gone.
Opportunities that would have reduced overcrowding and security issues at other facilities in the state.

But while the state of illinois pays to maintain a facility it barely uses, the federal government spends
millions to operate a detention facility on foreign soil.

Given that set of circumstances, the sale, transfer and redevelopment of the Thomson prison as a facility
for federal inmates and GITMO detainees is a logical way for everybody involved to come out a winner.



That's not a partisan statement, and this shouldn’'t be a partisan issue. During the last election, both John
McCain and Barack Obama said GITMO needed to close. State and local officials in our region from both
sides of the aisle have strongly endorsed this plan. They see this proposal for what it is: a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity for economic development and job creation in northwest lllinois.

Understandably, a project like this demands thoughtful consideration of safety and securily issues. Based
on what | have seen so far, it sounds like Carroll County might end up being one of the safest and most
secure places in America.

To those who say we're trading security for a payday, | ask you to remember who we built this facility to
house. Thomson is a state-of-the art maximum security prison. Its guests were supposed to be the worst
of the worst in the state. Violent criminals who have perpetrated deplorable, unspeakable acts against our
people.

| have unwavering faith in the brave men and women of our military and law enforcement agencies who
have courageously protected our nation since 9/11, and who will continue to keep us safe when this
facility opens.

While my family sleeps soundly every night under the blanket of safety they provide, there’s another
security concern that does keep me up at night — the economic security of our region. By now you've
heard all the statistics in the White House report - 3,000-plus jobs and a billion doliars in new economic
activity over the first four years.

In an era where large numbers get thrown around casually, it's easy to lose sight of what those statistics
really mean. As CEO of a locally-owned utility, | see first hand every day the hardships of the people of
northwest Hllinois. Honest, hard-working folks who live paycheck to paycheck and struggle to pay their
hills and keep their homes warm.

These are the people you should worry about when making this choice. You have a chance to improve
their fives immeasurably. To put them to work — not just at the prison, but at all the businesses that will
expand or open to serve the new neighbors who will move to our region.

While the Thomson facility is severely under-utilized, we know there are some Department of Corrections
employees who will be affected by this plan. They are our friends, neighbors and relatives, and we will not
let them be put out of work. The federal acquisition would present new and different guard and
administrative opportunities at the Thomson facility. And local growth as a result of the acquisition would
present numerous law enforcement, administrative and security opportunities throughout the region —
many perhaps better than those at Thomson today.

Terrorists want us to live in terror. They prey on one of our most basic of instincts — fear — to manipulate
us into doing things we would not otherwise do. We built a prison in Thomson to house evil people. Today
we have a chance to put that facility to good use while creating new jobs and sending a strong message
in the war on terror. We can't let fear triumph over common sense. If we do, the terrorists get exactly what
they want.

On behalf of Jo-Carroll Energy, the Tri-County Economic Development Alliance, and the thousands of
honest, hard-working folks they represent, | urge you to let logic rule the day. Invest in Northwest llinois,
and put our prison to work serving our country and strengthening our region. Thank you for your time.

#EH



g

22 December 2009

To: President Barak Obama
Members of the United States Senate
Members of the United States House of Representatives

Re. Sale of the Thomson Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons

We, the undersigned, Chairpersons of the Republican and Demeocratic Parties of
Carroll County, Illinois, along with over 500 Republicans, Democrats and
Independents who have signed the enclosed petition, do hereby express our full
support for the sale of the Thomson Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of
Prisons and its partial use by the Department of Defense for the holding of
Guantanamo prisoners.

We are not afraid of terrorists. We are patriotic Americans who do net believe that
the burden of our wars in Iraq and Afghanistan must only be born by our military.
We are willing to stand behind our military even if it does mean taking some risks.
Former Marine Commandant General Jones has firmly stated that keeping
Guantanamo open is a recruiting tool for el-Qaida. The least we can do for our
brave troops is to accept the Gitmo prisoners here.

QOur relations with foreign countries have suffered because of Guantanamo. This
means less support for our country and more danger for our troops. As proud
Americans, we support our rule of law and our troops; shut down Guantanamo and
transfer the few remaining prisoners here to the Thomson Correctional Center.

There is no division here along party lines; as Democrats and Republicans, we stand
together for what we believe is best for our Country as well as our County and
State,

Singere!ig Sing;arely

i

“ Lawrence Bruckner- Gerald Bork
Chairman Chairman
Carroll County Republican Party Carroll County

Democratic Party



PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

- Please sign below for your support.

CITY /STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.

CITY / STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME CITY /STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.

NAME

(HTY/STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME CITY /STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME

CITY /STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.

NAME

CITY /STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME CITY / STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
é,mrestﬁmai C@ﬁ%@i fé{:ss the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

CITY/
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PETITION |
;x@ég g@mmiw%ws
We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois +wn
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME CITY /STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

CITY / STATE
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PETTTION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, lllinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.

NAME CITY /STATE
“’é* M&u ﬁ/ V’?f?éfﬁ{é{i g(‘{ LU s

/‘j é?/éﬁ@nmf %Uféf?f? ﬂ%/JW'
Aprbon,  LoaSlig W Sﬁvﬁm w i\l

KU\}}‘ uﬁs e ) : Sa{uavxm& /[é/’

Qﬁ L_,Q{M SR laTows

/ig\% L AMAN Sowanna T

W TENTIEYN S boude, TR
NN Sﬁi} AAN G Q{’/

1&) el ﬂ@‘“%&/ — | 3&’;&2}@& (A

j{( ﬁ' ‘T' Cf‘?'ﬂ’ e

m.x gé/}? ?’ﬁﬁfé*” ﬁ;} f/ézém N g 77

¥l . ,.f'"?

:2‘ L "Zﬁ.«b[ < 3 At T PN wé’(—ﬂ
7 s s ¢ -/ I

f Tf/ﬂ"r’é L te. 7 r g e ATt (T -

/

L o , | ]
A ) | durt / Mt Cawsll | TL
7 okl N1V 2148812, [/

,,\
a0
L



PETIITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, 1iimo1s
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.

NAME CITY /STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
- Please sign below for your support.

CITY /STATE
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PETITION

4
Y

express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.
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We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois a ;



PETITION
AND Sum ¥ ;\’é&tm

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois Nreas

express our support for the sale of the Thomson

Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.

NAME

CITY /STATE
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PETITION

AnNO gﬁmsm&im
We, the Lmdemgned residents of Carroll County, Illinois Neeas
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME "] CITY/STATE
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PETITION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

CITY [ STATE
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PETI1ION

We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.
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PEITITON

We, the undersigned residents of Carroil County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federali Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME _CITY / STATE
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PEILTION

We, the undersigned residents ot Carroll County, liimois
express our support tfor the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below tfor your support.

NAME CITY / STATE
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PEILTION

We, the undersigned residents ot Carroll County, Llinois
express our support tor the sale ot the [Ihomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau ot Prisons.
Please sign below tor your support.

CITY /STATE
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PEITTION

We, the undersigned residents of Carrolli County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.

CITY /STATE
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PELITIIUN

We, the undersigned residents ot Carroll County, lllnois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Burecau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.
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we, the undersigned residents oi Carroll County, 1111101s
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.

Please sign below for your support.
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We, the undersigned residents of Carrolli County, lllinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.
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We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois Avin
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.
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We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois
express our support for the sale of the Thomson

Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.
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We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois ARER

express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.

NAME CITY /STATE
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We, the undersigned residents of Carroll County, Illinois Aoens
express our support for the sale of the Thomson
Correctional Center to the Federal Bureau of Prisons.
Please sign below for your support.
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The City of Dixon is fortunate to have the Dixon Correctional Center in our community. The
facility opened in July of 1983 and currently employs over 600 people. The Dixon Correctional
City has been an asset to the community for over 26 years and has provided a living for many
families over those 26 years. The Dixon Correctional Center has been good for the economy in

the Sauk Valley Area.

Having seen the benefits of the Dixon Correctional Center to the City of Dixon and the Sauk
Valley Area, | see opening the Thomson Correctional Center to the facilities fullest potential to
be an economic gain for Thomson and the entire Northwest lllinois area. Thank you.
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From: Rev. Barbara Stroud-Borth [doulos@frontiernet.net]
Sent: Wednesday, December 23, 2009 1:32 PM

To: webmastercgfa

Subject: Thomson Prison Proposal

December 23, 2009
Dear Commissioners,

| support the sale of the near empty Thomson Prison to the U.S, Government for maximum security prisoners
including those presently at Guantanamo Bay. "Gitmo" has been an embarrassment to the U.S. and it would be a fresh
start to have it closed. If there are trials to come, | hope they will be conducted with the high ideals of fairness which
should characterize this country. Those are the ideals for which people in our armed forces have fought and died.

The Thomson facility was designed as a maximum security prison. It would not serve to ease the overcrowding
problem in lllinois prisons, anyway. It seems to me that the opposition is largely into scare tactics to make a name for
themselves. However, it is important that you listen carefully to any constructive ideas those opposed may have. | read
and wonder if it is true that no prisoner has ever escaped a maximum security prison in the U.S.

| do think it is very important that the sale take into account the cost to build it including the interest we have had to
pay on the loan for its construction. The sale could help lllinois' sad financial problem somewhat. And It is also true that
the area will benefit from the jobs and new residents in the area.

Sincerely,

Rev. Barbara Stroud-Borth
304 E. Chestnut St,
Mt. Pulaski, IL 62548



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

Thomson Correctional Center

SUBJECT MATTER:
IDENTIFICATION: }
Name: [ o>z iEd ;{. \; 5 f‘“"f Vi 3

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: City: gf”s“ e ;;;ggi& State: /(- Zip: /o 00 )
Email:

POSITION: \ Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

) L2




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-~Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name:  Domeg  Ber }g €N
¢
Title: Fﬂ f £ ¥ i
Firm / Business or Agency: 7, g A ﬂ% Cerro i
Address: ;fif 2N Marn City: L L onrre ji State: s [ Zip: [ g»fg%
Email: ké&,«fw %}{ refvdy @ o ‘é X3 Lo
‘ POSITION: ﬁ Proponent Opponent No Position
2 N
‘ TESTIMONY: Oral | Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only
WRITTEN COMMENTS:
g Y - e g f . ’} o/ !
ﬁzﬁ% ool 4 g é@iiﬁiw% 4} f Bien gl Hi Y2 My of M{Wg [frAN ?;fiéiwédﬁ.g%%%
J@ d /

¢

“?’%fﬁf ' ffi /;*i«ﬁe @ﬂ& i,img,zwf gxm %7 .



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: g\,’é‘iwﬂi N ~%)¢m .
Title: gjj}ifuw” Cacvoll C4 {e, CEDS Comm willec Ajdocwan {;éﬁ N Mk Cacralf
Firm / Busmes ?ﬁ“ﬁﬁfﬁ? Ecenoinic Bevelipront oty %’ ,
Address: 209 N Ce f{u«}a City: 6k (el State: i Zipéyo 5 3
Email: ng Coo z}gi{ ) cfxgw; XN o

| POSITION: © Preponenth Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only
W‘UTT‘? comens: % - i_; """" o M ¢ e };; """"""""""""""

L LEA L,@ sﬁ» W”“’f ) . » e
1}‘& Can A Q{ ) i 7 Jlk% i“u . Aj%,{,:m ‘Uﬁ”g :

éiﬁ‘g';\ K‘}éﬂ;{:ﬁ frd . 0 “@W%ﬁi; - i e A i d 77¢ gf\g\ L0 \Eﬁ Yl fi’; "”Z“ Lot ("“é' g
‘ 5 Vot e B 3 o «
({ﬁj\“ﬁl&,{ﬁé Covenly, v § 7, s " f Lowa 1€C ORL

0.0 prp e £) (AN =iy o
peopled A iioeatien

Q}“”{*”f{} £ g; A y "%”é e }m

é{,ﬁw; (b

QMM{_QL& ey AT }L Q AL Mrne fo L

) Carrat ? L L‘J

N AL ;i»
4 iﬂ,}"}ai.% V;’”’ RE g - .
é/? \«,{;»bw o e ; f{»@éif‘i jua AL,

/ i i L" L “‘“" ol i\ H§’§‘ " i AT L
| ’ quz‘ kj“ gw 30.”&'!} &Mf e j £ gﬂwée\ '{ [ @Lg J é;@ g{w&y
g._@&, ?ﬁ{. R‘L /{( 7 a_”{‘ (;\ “?;}M{ \i_,,a‘yig'{,kk 1},».‘& «ﬁw ’ﬁ
-2 X £
}/!\;kp X\ x‘i £4

g
_{_\_ }”“?_.s?gfﬂ’;&! A0 g (*
Ao
@:;/;a\_ramwi iy ad UW%X;WQ&! o
LT,

£ Y 4
k"’-,,,{f LQWLS'“’@‘W”L&’@ £ fgh..x*w,

wiay ik w‘& gl OV e iig

Tids pef pelafem’

{ M}“ L{“ i’f‘kj

é?’;”uuf“{'

&

4 hoaaed f{,w&»«%{ £

i/ ﬁ%{;\?szﬁj <7 .?

o pvplespuond
A ,i JALERR
{; LALT LS y {, 7 ?é 3’ \

vaﬂxé”

I

f s‘; fq‘,
,m,& jm*w% ’h{i}wi
; f j Mmimua Ciad Sdoan ;:{;;:& a

g é{ Y - / v PE N fﬂ
anitees 67 SO W y4 g?:;wi«{ j&{w Jie / G LA
‘ (&

N e £ Mﬁg\ ‘Zii’"!‘?? ﬁ} j’\'wf 5:}%“55&2@**’?&.}‘”
%\? M '@W o ? ' o 42/ N UTELT %.m,sv{ S sﬁ«i ¢ ﬁ“iéf A AL /
&,A Bt G 2 hae "}‘“ ;
ey if}ﬁg@%% A g},’a %M\( ?i;»_%i e gggw g&é.,i
i e ,&,,%.%53 Heinegmite G { )
b {514 PULOTE 788 ALy ?g,»

Wl ¢ ww e i lorsey My Lup
£l B s
o hpwe ‘*“ @uﬁ& %ﬁ e
f-i”\} }i' {LM f””’s‘f'"iﬂli é”-i s fiug {»;«(’m ﬁ(fq‘vx} %‘u‘f #M e & %(;w{&m?
AALFELE s 10D o €
gii;{’ D Wt ey msae, iecihy i fulled v

:‘:‘; L
,w\}.g;;w% 'y

f(}}

Lo Um&f’fﬁ’ et

e . es’mwa Mo,

? n %éé& A é‘%@

G



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:
Name: SRAeind O HoinrES
Title: FB 05 arESs A EEASTT

Firm / Business or Agency: 74 ¢vmEERS f fUFEFITTERS ilLeocs e I3

Address: /2857  Ziew  Re. City: sAvanwvA  Siate: 7 Zip: & so07%

Email:

POSITION: y Proponent ] Opponent D No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:

U7 reiZ & THE MO LIS OAN AS A AR Ay 27

&

SBCURITY FACLITY AS ;7 wAhs DELIGArED =R

e

A LYY ol "y ) P o e P g - e . Y
oY ArE NoT A RESOENT OF CAREOLL  Covwry

oy S X i oy
AZON T LSEZRZY  dEouv s /

®



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P, Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

] %
’ 2 S s g L A
Name: ./ -7 &< CANTANETD A

Title: S Y Vi

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: "7 o7 1 . City: Tl JS e State: ;7 Zip: (/08 g

Email:

POSITION: /1 Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

Y s
- . I SF N {
« i fg L\‘: {iﬁ . & ¢ 5 i, 4
] Crar 5Dy T
N i\ ¥ ol T Jp{»«{"é@’:‘x LS E L i ¢ g ¢ gg / &m




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Name: 5@5 e (Lo hesan

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency: Eﬁmﬁ ey fers ‘/’i @{;{%{ {'{ %g

Address: f ) ey e D(\ City: g&?ﬁl@@fé_ State<U{_ Zip: & / 59?

Email:

POSITION: X | Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral >< Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only
WRITTEN COMMENTS:

Ww @daﬁiy colt é &S0 ‘Hﬂ@; Yo ond
@ﬁ fen frol @fﬁuﬁ’m ol d (evenvwe %w
’{‘IA\Q s eri?aQ ~S




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeftrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P, Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

o
St N
xf’mﬁ?‘wy

“‘;
X

December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: hAvID L. Dﬁ&eﬁiﬁﬁ&“
Title:

Firm / Business or Agency: {#oA Yokfecpg 8 L olAL Gy g//

Address: 5S¢ Yo Sockucss D City: é@ﬂ,ﬁm State: L-<- Zip: o 7

Email:

POSITION: >< ‘Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITT] "OMMENTS: , e
RITTEN COM NTS TH(S STATE

f'\/ﬁ%ﬂ\) (- TS (A7



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

[ S—

™, 4 ;
Nafne . }K i ”;{‘} / ‘“fjgg*z A

- 7 < Py
. P : } §om f : JA}" T N / / P g o’ o P
. P AN N / e 7 ) ) - 4 i oA f e f
Tltle‘ o i»“./ { ;’; L e o e ;{;J g < A pe i & Az" Izl fix o ol 47 d »‘»3;’& w‘z’ ‘x"‘j Yr g
7 - A (,f

p—

Firm / Business or Agency: [ 4R/ fvrs Lo

R PO o

P - g 4 & T . -
3 - <} 3 . T / ] Yo
Address: O I§ & fictse s City: » Ny, (r¥ksy/ State: ) ( Zip: /049 )

N 1 i+ N Py o ‘ ;’"\ o ) o
Email: ;{ Hie e ek (6 AR f/:,?ﬁa«m SRR s e oA

.

POSITION: X Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed =l Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:

[he (A,




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jetfrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION: .
Ly i .
Name: N oRERT {6! . %Di’*‘""’ff% AIOC
Title:

Firm / Business or Agency: %l@@wf’_ %M%g@ﬁ;‘; f’;«wﬁ\;g_gg: @ O, % .
¥
“7 A oy ) oA f
Address: i”’DE’k\ \l Rawswpe (— City: iﬁﬁfzif?»iﬁﬁ State: Lo Zip: (Q:}fif‘;wf

Email:

POSITION: 2< Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only
WRITTEN COMMENTS:

fif" }:ﬁ Foad T = (12 1 O Y

MAKE U /
o 5«*;;? -7 oxi e N 7 %ﬁj}’

%"”ﬁi’@;@iﬁ S A AL “‘“’"“"“f/ o A



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

Name: \";ﬁ\{\\ LYY V;"kk, . x ¢d LA
! i

Title: )

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: 12 1 1) a0 e State: | L Zip: /00
Email:

POSITION: \\ Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral 2 Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

.
LAt = Eor™ AN i ool L v
i



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:
Sl AL IR A~
Name: {_ ¥ i@g\ ijf;j;\} {_w*% v U Mis
Title: 5“3”5 VSINPRS § [-ggfigiww
R P s | N o~ e
Rw Loctc 364 SNWw L AL G TR,

«*\D ) City: aﬁ»cf =P State: ;l"*»iw Zip: b [ [&¢
o} - VAT N e WA, WP ;o )
Email: CLASKoNiS @ 555*2%\’% se . N & ;

N

POSITION: | Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral £ Written Statement Filed N Record of Appearance Only




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Name;

Title: ¢

Ligd A0 4

Firm / Business or Agency: . 7 v.7 /171 ¢

Address: /. [ N TR 4 City: Y1 0o, State: 7/ Zip: (/0 7L
Y £ o y Lo AR hee i F LA . PN i S ¢ ;

5

Email:

POSITION: . | Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

S " Y . . » -
Name:_ T (fopges [C DA ¢ Kemeyer

Tite:e <z Te g loc

—
Firm / Business or Agency: ( ~J E*w N%-!iw St x:*.,i\g&m_n T A e | G

- s . — ) ' 7 / f) 4
Address: L [ e City: State: I M,Z;MZ;p: le | ‘f‘?% ij

7T =
Email:
POSITION: ‘% Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only
WRITTEN COMMENTS:

— —
£, ool \; N %\g i %f\% g‘x:ﬁ AN & i"’%jﬂﬂé

T ;&ﬁ b o

. e e




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center C losure

IDENTIFICATION:

N Srovens T Smors

Title: Zm@% Secretacy.

Firm / Business or Agency: L T 4 if& (Z:m:a/ 24 ’7)

Address: 2¢05" Freepart Rd City: Shecling St L1 Ziv: giod
Email: A / /4

POSITION: Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed ‘/ Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: /'y o/ wg O 2 o/ A
Title: ‘
Firm / Business or Agency:
Address: £ 990 GOV Ei v City: 771/om Son/ State: L Zip: (1259
Email:
POSITION: ¢ | Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed D Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: *‘\xz LA cley - Cawg P A
Title: | /
Firm / Business or Agency:
Address: - s 555 . City: 14 piHSe e Stater T L Zip: i ] 28
Email: ; Eg Vedery | H (CHS %1 { g
POSITION: Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

A \2 B et *1“::' \’i . 2"‘*"54"?‘ o S 4:*“” : :\% ‘\
Name: X L Z \ <X DG Pante G N
Title: Qﬁ‘%“x v é«»{“’" N LA CE
: - OO ) VDL T 10T
Firm / Business or Agency: X{“‘“gt‘ﬂ:.ws%}«fi 1D e OV S -
A 3 Ve O \ Ay Tl R N e
Address: Ao\l SR City: ¥ @@C”i‘{“’%q}“}Stqge:"”"”’"i' Zip: e
P k%, B T J oy £y - ,: i::?“')} ] i o
Email: ( éf& €q - %:;:iigf*f 2NN 2 O fOTRLL =\
POSITION: / 'Propnnent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: L Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers
RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: ji P Vo
Firm / Business or Agency: W1 local i 53

3 B wa e A s TE
State: L1, le fonfiy & f

Address: 2 S170

POSITION: f‘jx Proponent Opponent No Position
| X
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed “ 31 Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P, Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFI(;A}}ION: 5
Name;: }?‘”\g {1;:1 \ g‘iﬁ (Y \K}* ;% 3
Title:

Firm / Business or Agency:

-~y

Address: YA 2 Marine Ve De cit: Apple b

Email:
POSITION: { | Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed ) Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



b
{\’&
8K
i 7
ot

o

Nces

SUBJECT MATTER:

ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

e

Name:

A o P
G 57 L S A
I fj{ »f‘?:’/ [ZV N

Ty S

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: City: v"’gﬂ A f‘wf;f' State: 7/ Zip: &0 Wf
Email:

POSITION: X7 ”‘(‘Propenex‘lt Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed D Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:




ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

?ﬁw‘ . ]
. o, /
iR %ﬁ%{f e ‘}*

et P
Rl 2qin X&%f:’

R

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: & (> U 0 1109
Email: Lo/ AT MO
POSITION: (| Proponent Opponent No Position
‘\
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed —_ Record of Appearance Only

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Name: /)] i e, T bocov e

Title: S Ferlmma Townsa L S OLer USSc

Firm / Business or Agency: - T ous of Stes/Die

Address: /¢ 15?“5 ffi{f?“ S Y ) City: Seer/,0 Sta;e _ﬂi Zip: (. SO /
Email: F77 j SO0 P & ,{ =SSl T Ce m

POSITION: (| Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed | w, Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

e

Name: Leatner Denpes
Title: 7 X RN D wecor

Firm / Business or Agency: ;g \l M | %\“Xm\ oA f?/f;; MOV f{f’@},@"
Address: 313 Q. KO, 7.8 City: % iﬁq\ State:%ém, Zip: LS <
. \ TN 01 Vi -
Email: ol o ‘&l«s\i I Lo US
e
| POSITION: L Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed : Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Namme: }é 5? c fféj 1 i,,ff F; U g x” :E" ? T

it RTSTDENT ob STERLTN G

Firm / Business or Agency: T ‘g? cwd e O 1«*‘“’@3% J

Address: *:;s ?{i‘%% 5’*5;@@\5% K ?;ﬁ City: STl St T Zip: (108 |
Email:

POSITION: g _Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed £ Record of Appearance Onl}

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:
AT I ly
Name: £ oA (/e

o &

Title: /e

Firm / Business or Agency: ~& /5 &7 S L

Address: ‘f /0 Q? L7 }{f@ i A

Email:

POSITION: 1 Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed I Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:
Nan}e: N,Lr jﬂ :’ {ﬁ ,;:iﬁv . jfg ::; {"‘l | mef‘ﬁ f

b}

Title: AN /) o b
: s f s o Vel d SN Y P

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: /Crr 3 Sepmcs S v oo BRIy )T o Btate: Z L Zip: Lt 2
Email:

POSITION: N\ Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Y Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P, Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: f 4 !\A 53? fi’ &&{

Firm / Busmess or Agency: Y,,__éf‘ {A\;r"*“" &% x{i__z ?‘if

Addfess:§3% ‘%ﬁ"i Q«w City: }XL &ﬁﬂ\%@;&ate«gw L Zipp L1t
Email: /¥ “‘é Muees | ”ﬁ”f © ‘3\ ﬁ ¢ G { f *\3 AL gb

POSITION: v/ Proponent fjpponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed f‘/ Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFIC%%‘ION:

i,

Name: / ap( & DATES

St

4

Title: TP
, . o~ N e s
Firm / Business or Agency:  ( ofe, &/ V17 Al ol
£ {.

. 5
. e P R LA o VA
Address: City:A77 Cappit State: [t Zip: /ey S

Eil‘laﬂ: [ s""w}*"’“é f?z i {& w:;} f*{a’“‘? {*ﬁm%& w ¥ e o

POSITION: . Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION: é

Name: TN [ méﬁ & i L

Firm / Business or Agency: f\! /,f:\ y { {Wuw SN,

Address: e/ aw;’“%fjww ,ém City: <, nune. State: 77 Zip: (/O /
Email: __J 1, §“§ ot e ; Civnmen =1 | nS

POSITION: ‘;«\i Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed X Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

P ———— } T
ﬁ:\ / f Yo
. e L A - !
Nalﬂe. m“\mi {i 3 fgg g\{w : :«} i imw‘{wﬁ{ .. A ,»*‘:}’{i A E &”\\3 j
I /1

e i ;
Title: /- WY Ke) W e J TR Loy 7 72)

Firm / Business or Agency: v e / G e f"‘f WA

Lo S &

/7 4 Pl B A p ; 3 ‘
fpgf o A7 Ode lt 1 Lity: LA State: [~/ Zip: (¢c&272 ]

~

o

Address:  ){, ¢ ) [
/ / . / ) .
Email:  /or., / I Ry B s ) G S e
POSITION: A Proponent Opponent No Position
] 7
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: S?Eﬁ AL £ 0>

Title: LARJLER

Firm / Business or Agency: /) 7

Address: /7 /0 “’fm«’g ArE City: j”?”\ /a7  State: 7 f Zip: {;};@j
I8

Email:

POSITION: ,%\ | Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed > Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Name: /-4, C TR A (-7

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: L 110 SAun Rip 6o Lp City: [/ gnsory- State: 24 Zip: &/<55

. N P ) e P
Email: VEFRACeL (& Yfirva | CGLn

POSITION: X | Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed X Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P, Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
Name: [/ 0 Y £ / ’ [g;' IS IExY.
Title: ;ig\ 8o KER
Firm / Business or Agency:
Address: /U Yo~ L City: \glu L.~ State: /.. Zip: P )
Email:
POSITION: /| Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed D Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNEBESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Name: f “””% 1 C na £ gi a<Tiviey s

Title: s?fk*i;? Cicpncn of the ShYw: o

Firm / Business or Agency:  Tei ~Cpunty Eroavmic Develepmemt Allican Cp

# Y e

Address: VO e SO0 City: Ehpobeyy  Stater |f  Zip: ({07 (p

Email: ¥in iw osting s (& yolarcoll Com

POSITION: { Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral - Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



51

3

L

%y ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
| FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

Name: ﬁ{w

Title:  Novdivilesd Y9G oea Y Do oo ¢

: : ey
Firm / Business or Agency: ~ 7} OCE

e

[ & s . WMV‘N:?*,F W e A { » £ . [ i
Address: 1/ 2C, neNAEL . Ly City: é'\g;{f /A5l State: [ Zip: (| 2.0

Email:

POSITION:

Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed  L/~Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION: .
e e ) 4
Name: % © £ /2 “1 LA @i‘?\%

L ‘ ) B L . ) . O S I3
Title: Q*Aw™.nA e LU ue's  Howse 717 r RN T =

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: ST We NN Dez. City: At Mo State: L7 Zip: IA & L/
Email: . LAack © meH ST O

POSITION: < ﬁProponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral X Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIF{?ATION:

¢

Name: A, N (5o hee
S
e

Ea

Title: V)¢ o | G0
Firm / Business or Agency: 1 Tl s { \« Lo tn 0F Yo eV v 3 0V O A L enveanao s g 8

4 , -~ A - “}\ i
Addressty o 1G4 b A City: yWiolu~C o Stater | Lo

: o . ‘o . L i R .
Email: v LG Yy 0 b Mz%\ § Civociadioay | L oA

. POSITION: e Propﬁneht Of;ponent No Position

TESTIMONY: L 1 Oral AN Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

< ~ 1]
Name: i, 4 /A ¢ (et
Title: ™/ fTK Kedo &\\,\v _SecrotAry
Firm / Businessﬁ or Agency: MTJ {n f“}‘“fj;”f‘:;g s L{ is&f V “f% a5

T Ty ; S . T T e « o LN

Address: e D LS A City: ¢ K¢/ State: [~ Zigeo ((OA
Email: _7>C veon 1 2 el gjffs S/ & i AS S ALS
POSITION: w’ Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed 4 Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009
SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:
. V)Y

Name: oy o LAan i 5 (
Title: / ;i . “‘; S, ( 6/ 3/5 W GmiSS ’;3 7
Firm / Business or Agency: ’

g F & - . s ,:"T? & ;fm) fj e - £ e s ‘§§
Address: /4 /¢ S ares 2y City: [{ ye L v’ State: [/ L Zip: /70
Email:
POSITION: Vv Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed v/ Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

MName:

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency:! ./ ('C

Address: City: /o State: T Zip: (oo
Email:

POSITION: \ Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed D Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency: ./ & D s v~ ¢ Loaco/ 2.

Address: City: L ,x,,. Sute: 7/ Zip:

Email:

POSITION: .| Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



"5y ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
w FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

e ) -
Name: “Tame s f(\ §

Title: /

Firm / Business or Agency:

oy g Fa f - i N ] P . - b e ]
Address: 0 Y oo+ [10Yh S¥reef City: Sierl g State: J/ Zip: (0]
, J

. vy s
Email: Ay e s (oF) gq, ng A f R %

POSITION: v Proponent Opponent D No Position

TESTIMONY: L™ Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:

. N "\;{\ . R i o e
«g: Com o e Va [ne b f AV €S )/ g Cngp o ?/ me at

) .
i ) ;f { Pl I & LA s £
ol - %‘ i/ _ [Z S N RN 7T e 1
A s i A ¢ LA W = ~
h Lave, i € i ATEA f :\i L AN -
C : S P PR X R G SR S
gﬂﬁz‘i Live a{ v haAale s L M é C !

o
s, e . * § oty PPN f & A
- G T N
I W O | v 3 i g{ q ,sr;f{ - ?L INAVL L



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

Name: LAk wn Lo iAo

) H R ) i ‘f : < vy e A
T */ife Ten 2% “}W Ve %&i/f 7 ::Lm%\\k o % T PP A \A el ‘d\:} e { S

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address:

Email: (e o

POSITION: o ?mpénent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: [28-0ral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

- § ] 3
1 : — N e
}E AT R ;% egiﬂ%\; e 5 M VL g( -
i H
i i

L | ) e ;\\ PPN ¥ 3 4§’,I:
a@zwx L LLALL OV T
Il { »
A o i i H § . % . L o % Wﬂwi L
i, A /4 ?‘ VA LA N ool B ARV AN SN
e— T oawl (U Yt Ot TIWA W P AV O



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

Name: (Cacos  CoilAze

Title:

Firm / Business or Agency: A‘(@Lﬁxx%ﬁ{”& T AR DRATS

Address: ¢/ A9 i\i W ¢ o\ City:  KJ) {oc State: T  Zip: ond

Email: Cleclos . Cotinze oo Hetir-fa - covn

POSITION: ‘| Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: 129 Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only
 WRITTEN COMMENTS: T

Vooqieytel Ao



TR
N‘%\K

Q\‘g}

ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Name: [ ny, ., ol Licic

Tie: Aoy e Sevamas N L

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: 1V WAa e City: “puowwe State: P Zipn G(CDY
Email: __ Mavovr & Ssve nnd 1L ws

POSITION: l\ Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: L.l Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

@..aar-}‘“’““‘“”“

Name:  “ [ o - S £ A S0 b

, - —~, T —F e
Title: C D e f‘f@kmﬁg ; ﬁ“"“’f - | ho s onm ( (M
Firm / Business or Agency: ) _:ZM Df «3{:; z

Address: g&‘yl (i\ji L. ;;. Cﬁ}f&ym (e in City: Mﬁi}f}@“,f }ﬁ?m&ate: jL Zip: é}/cj 7(‘“"”“:
~

Email:

POSITION: S}dfﬁ?ﬂroponent Opponent No Position

rd

N
TESTIMONY: < Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION: Y

Name: % kaﬁki’;w% %,

Title: %XE \%% AL f & ) ) { h t}j Vet 0 nl

Firm / Business or Agencyg: gk Y Esg_ ?m Ny o I\

Address:_ Rpo o 20" St ,ﬂ | City TU o) State: | L Zip: G (257
Email Lialg ¢ & baabecael pe [

POSITION: %, Proponent - Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: X Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

. e =
Title: {n O
Firm / Business or Agency:
Address: JIU gl )S] City: | "; dmsv State: [ (SZip: (/2 )
Email:
POSITION: “aé\ Proponent Opponent No Position
TESTIMONY: > Oral W) Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS

December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center
IDENTIFICATION:

Name: /ol (JberbrpecKling

Title: iﬁg\ o< {{,;{f e ﬁL ";ﬁ /g nna szf iiﬁé&m ffi}ﬁ v g;ﬁ"g\ Comme rc €

Firm / Business or Agency: @“57{ [ w?‘ { '

Address: City: i’:;f ey State: [ L\ Zip:

Email:

POSITION: ‘f Proponent Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: < Oral Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



ILLINOIS COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT
FORECASTING & ACCOUNTABILITY

Co-Chairman Senator Jeffrey M. Schoenberg - Co-Chairman Representative Richard P. Myers

RECORD OF COMMISSION WITNESS
December 22, 2009

SUBJECT MATTER: Thomson Correctional Center

IDENTIFICATION:

3INe” f R e 4“‘1“‘”«“
Name: 140y Ly T 5
’ ; ) ’r . « Al £ »x*’“
M . s T A P . o oy . I
Tlﬂﬁ. s‘j» = <& {' L oo : . <, ;,; o g}f ‘ b x"*f ff ; {w/\ ! * b S e
nd - { - i

Firm / Business or Agency:

Address: f s

POSITION: | Proponent T Opponent No Position

TESTIMONY: X Oral ) Written Statement Filed Record of Appearance Only

WRITTEN COMMENTS:



Opponents



dl Professionals
v Local 2002

December 23,

Senator Jeff Schoenberg

Representative Richard Meyers

Co-Chairs

Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
703 Stratton Office Building

Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Senator Schoenberg and Representative Meyers,

Governor Quinn’s proposed sale of Thomson Correctional Center is a matter of great
concern to the Ilinois State Employees Association (ISEA), Laborers” Local 2002 and
our members. As Supervisory employees working for the Department of Corrections they
are charged with responsibility for overseeing the operation of Thomson Correctional
Center and other facilities throughout the State. They understand and experience daily,
how the lack of funding and prison overcrowding impacts the operation of these
institutions.

It is on behalf of these employees that we urge the commission not to support closure of
the Thomson Correctional Center. Thomson Correctional Center was funded and built
when members of the Legislature recognized the dangerous situation which had
developed due to the severe overcrowding and the antiquated physical plant of our
existing maximum security prisons. Recent news reports regarding the needed early
release of 1000 inmates, the “PUSH” program releasing 850 additional inmates onto the
streets and proposals to close Jesse “Ma” Houston ATC and eliminate 1500 maximum
security beds at Stateville Correctional Center all support the continued need for
additional modern, “maximum security” bed space like that at Thomson.

While lack of funding during these tough economic times is a reality, so too, are the
issues of overcrowding and the deterioration of our existing prisons. If Thomson is sold,
it will be only a matter of time before the State of Illinois must again confront the
challenge of adding additional and more costly prison bed space. The sale of the
Thomson facility will only make matters worse and further delay the Department of
Corrections’ ability to confront and correct in an appropriate manner, the problems of
dangerously overcrowded prisons.

Additionally, I would like to address some statements provided at the hearing in Sterling,
IL on 12-22-09 which I believe was misleading.

e First, having inmates classified as “maximum security” double celled, is not a
desired inmate living arrangement. To the contrary, such arrangements often

2945 Stanton Ave., Ste. A » Springfield, 1L 62703 - 217/585-0802
Instate Tollfree 800/448-5519 » Fax 217/585-0954 » www.local2002.0rg « Email: LIUNALocal2002@aol.com




violate Correctional Association standards and are necessary only because of the
lack of available space to single cell the inmates. As a retired Corrections
Administrator/Chief of Security of 25 years, I can attest that there is no
therapeutic, operational or inmate programming benefit to having two maximum
security inmates in a cell together. Unfortunately, the chronic overcrowding
Corrections has experienced over the years may now be considered “normal” but
is not preferred or desirable.

e Secondly, Illinois prisons are overcrowded. Carefully crafted references to
available “bed space™ when discussing the overcrowding did not accurately
describe the situation. The prisons were designed and built to hold a specific
number of inmates. We now exceed that design capacity by approximately 40%
throughout all security levels and by 65-70%, in the maximum security facilities.
Simply buying and placing additional beds is not a satisfactory solution to
overcrowding. The filling of every available inch of floor space and double or
triple bunking beds are stop gap measures at best and should never be considered
permanent, acceptable solutions to overcrowding.

I respectfully request you consider the above as written testimony and enter it as part of
the record regarding the proposed closure of Thomson Correctional Center.

Thank You,
Ron Rohlfs, Vice President
ISEA, Laborer’s Local 2002

ce: COGFA Members
Dan Long, Executive Director of COGFA
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137H DiSTRICT, lLiinois

Congress of the United States
PHouse of Repregentatives
W ashington, B 205151313

January 6, 2009

The Honorable Jeffrey Schoenberg
218 Capitol Building
Springfield, IL 62706

Dear Chairman Schoenberg:

As you prepare to vote on the recommendation by the lllinois Department of Corrections
to close the Thomson Correctional Center, | ask that you give serious consideration to
the far-reaching state, national and international security implications of the proposed
use of this facility for housing terrorist detainees that are currently being held at the U.S.
Naval facility in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

While the lllinois Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability
traditionally has focused its attention on economic matters directly impacting the State
of Illinois, your consideration of this issue presents a critical and unique opportunity for
the people of lllinois, through their elected leqislators, to exercise their voice over a
decision that carries with it enormous consequences for the country as a whole.

This Christmas, Americans were reminded of the ongoing threat that we face from
terrorist factions overseas whose goal is death and destruction to America and all things
American. While, as a nation, we breathed a collective sigh of relief that the attempted
airline bombing on December 25" did not end in greater tragedy, the incident shined a
stark spotlight on potential gaps in America’s security apparatus. It also has raised
many additional unanswered questions regarding the Administration’s broader plans,
including those related to the Thomson facility, for dealing with foreign enemy
combatant detainees.
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As you may know, the attempted bomber of Northwest Airlines Flight 253 was
reportedly trained by Al Qaeda operatives in a terrorist camp located in Yemen. Al
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) has since claimed responsibility for the attack
and includes among its ranks terrorist leaders like Said Ali Shiri, a former Guantanamo
Bay detainee. Just this week, the U.S. Embassy in Yemen was forced to suspend
operations entirely due to likelihood of imminent terrorist activity. In light of these facts,
the Administration yesterday was forced to reconsider the transfer of Guantanamo Bay
detainees to Yemen, where the effectiveness of long-term detainment has been called
into serious question.

As the Administration’s plans change with the international and political climate, the
number, nature, and status of those detainees that may be brought to lllinois remains an
open question with no answer in sight before the future of the Thomson facility is to be
decided. And, unfortunately, this is not an isolated example of where the Administration
has failed to address the serious questions from Congress, lllinois leaders, and others
regarding how it intends to deal with the immense security, legal, and logistical
considerations of closing the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay. Congress does not
have access to detailed backgrounds of the individual detainees who would be brought
to Hllinois; the Administration has not stated how it intends to deal with detainees should
the courts find fault with the government’s use of authority; and no full risk assessment
has been presented to the people of lllinois regarding the potential, added terrorist
threat resulting from the government’s decision to make lllinois home to the next
Guantanamo Bay.

As a federal legislator and former attorney, | especially question how bringing these
detainees onto American soil and granting some the full rights and privileges of a
civilian trial will improve the security and safety of 300 million Americans. The
Administration has put itself in a very tenuous position by opting to cherry-pick which
detainees should be tried in federal court, which should be tried by military
commissions, and which should continue to be held without trial. Instead, we should try
all detainees before military commissions, ensuring due process, equal justice, and
national security. Military commissions are constitutional and well established in
American and Western jurisprudence. Furthermore, these trials should be held away
from civilian population centers where they could become focus points for disruption
and create unnecessary security hazards for area residents. At present, the most
appropriate location to carry out these trials continues to be to be at our military facility
in Cuba -- out of our civilian courts and away from our heartland.

In light of recent terrorist activity, the President has announced his intention to quickly
review and respond to potential gaps in our air travel and homeland security procedures
and capabilities, and | know | join many of my colleagues in Congress who stand fully
prepared to work with the Administration to harden our defenses against future terrorist
threats. However, the Administration has yet to offer any indication that it will suspend
or reverse its misguided decision to close the Guantanamo Bay facility as we reevaluate
our relationships overseas, consider options for strengthening our security, and improve
the intelligence operations that inform these important decisions.
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These plans should go hand-in-hand as part of a cohesive national strategy that will
prevent the kind of attack on American soil that took the lives of 3,000 innocent
Americans on September 11", 2001. And while some would like to dismiss the
legitimate questions and policy considerations surrounding the closure of Guantanamo
Bay as little more than “fear mongering,” the fact remains that the world is a dangerous
place and we should not take such major actions without considering the threats we
currently face around the globe. Others claim that closing the base at Guantanamo Bay
would remove a key recruiting tool from terrorist organizations, but the same argument
holds little weight when the chosen alternative is to simply relocate the object of terrorist
propaganda to American soil. Indeed, this logic only serves to highlight how this new
detention facility could become a draw for terrorist threats.

I ask that you, as members of the lllinois Commission on Government Forecasting and
Accountability, consider the decision you will make on this matter not solely as a
budgetary item, but as an opportunity to show that, in lllinois, we put the security of our
families first, and we expect our leaders in Washington to do the same. Please send a
clear message to our Governor and the Administration that if they continue to push this
plan on lllinois, they will be doing so without the consent of the people who will bear the
greatest burden for their mistakes.

Sincerely,
el

5‘" g
Judy Biggert
Member of Congress

Lpnd
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Subi: STERLING STATEMENT THREE

Date: 12/22i2009 2:10:50 A.M. Central Standard Time
From: Shangotl

To: Shangol

Statement to lllinois Commission on Government Forecasting and
Accountability

By: Robert Clarke, President
Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights (ww

Sterling, IL, 22 December 2009

w.ccdbr.org)

Re.: sale of Thomson, IL prison facility

The main concem of the civil liberties community is not the sale per se of Thomson o the federal
government. Nor is it the relocation of Guantanamo detainees to U.S. soil, which indeed many of us
view as improving opportunities for minimal due process. Least of all is it the hysterical fear being
whipped up that detainees will escape into the ilirois hinterland and sow terror.

We have two central issues to emphasize and call upon this commission to take them into account in
forming its recommendation on this sale. Firstis the matter of INDEFINITE PREVENTIVE
DETENION. Second is the imposition of "SUPER-MAX CONFINEMENT CONDITIONS WHICH ARE
TANTAMOUNT TO TORTURE." ("Torture" here meaning infliction of severe pain and suffering within
the meanings defined by U.S. law and international conventions to which the U.S. is signatory and
which thereby have the effect of domestic law in the U.S)

»Guantanamo North,” as the prospective Thomson facility has been
called, should not be permitted on the soil of lilinois and least of all
should its arrival here be facilitated by a recommendation of this
Commission, unless the U.S. government first provides binding
assurance - possibly as a kind of restrictive covenant on the sale, that
it WILL NOT IMPOSE TORTUOUS CONDITIONS (forbidden by the 8th
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution) and that it WILL NOT HOLD ANY
INMATES IN INDEFINITE PREVENTIVE DETENION.

Anthony Romero, Executive Director of the American Civil Liberties Union, issued a

statement 15 December 2009 including the following points: "The creation of a "Gitmo North' in
lilinois is hardly a meaningful step forward. Shutting down Guantanamo will be nothing more
than a symbolic gesture if we continue its lawless policies onshore.

"Alarmingly, all indications are that the administration plans to
continue its predecessor's policy of indefinite detention without

charge or trial for some detainees, with only a change of location. sucha
policy is completely at odds with our democratic commitment to due process and human rights whether

it's occurring in Cuba or in lliinois. In fact, while the Obama administration inherited
the Guantanamo debacle, this current move is its own affirmative
adoption of those policies. It is unimaginable that the Obama
administration is using the same justification as the Bush
administration used to undercut centuries of legal jurisprudence and
the principle of innocent until proven guilty and the right to confront

Tuesday, December 22, 2009 AOL: Shangol
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one’'s accusers.

"It is also greatly disturbing that the administration will continue the use of military commissions,
which are no more acceptable in lllinois or any other U.S. state than in Guantanamo. Despite some
improvements, the commissions still fall far short of the legal standards necessary to comply with constitutional
and international standards, allowing, for example, the use of coerced and hearsay evidence that would not be
allowed in federal court. The proceedings will achieve neither reliable justice nor a restoration of America’s
credibility around the world.

"The administration must also make very clear what category of detainee will be transferred to
Thomson in the future and what kind of prison conditions will apply. Detainees not charged with a
crime should not be subject to punitive conditions meant for sentenced prisoners who have been found
guilty in a court of law, and all conditions must comply with the Geneva Conventions,

"The administration will no doubt be looking to Congress for legislative buy-in for this facility, and as
both branches work together, we strongly urge lawmakers to legislate responsibly and not set any policies or
precedents for indefinite detention on U.S. soil, or create any violation of the Geneva Conventions.

"The Obama administration's announcement today contradicts everything
the president has said about the need for America to return to leading with
its values. American values do not contemplate disregarding our
Constitution and skirting the criminal justice system. After detaining
hundreds of individuals without the basic due process rights that define our
justice system for almost eight years, it is time to charge suspects where
evidence exists and repatriate and transfer the rest to countries where they
won't be tortured.”

On the same date, constitutional lawyer Glenn Greenwald offered the
follwing observation on his Salon.com blog:

"There is, | suppose, symbolic value in closing Guantanamo. But what made
Guantanamo such an affront to basic liberty and the rule of law was far more than
symbolism, and it certainly had nothing to do with its locale. If anything, one could
argue that it's now more dangerous fo have within the U.S., on U.S. soil, a
facility explicitly devoted to imprisoning people without charges. Even
worse, by emphasizing that Thomson will be an even more 'secure’ supermax
than the utterly inhumane hellhole at Florence, Colorado -- even boasting that it
will be the ‘most secure prison "of all time' - it's likely that individuals who have
never been charged with any crime will be held indefinitely in a facility even worse
than Guantanamo.”

The strongly conservative editorial page of the Wall Street Journal yesterday
raised the same issue:

"Savor the irony. Mr. Obama says he had to close Guantanamo because it
offended American values and was a recruiting tool for terrorists. Yet like Dick
Cheney, Mr. Obama is now defending indefinite detention and even military
tribunals for some of the detainees who will relocate to Thomson. We doubt al

Tuesday, December 22, 2009 AOL: Shangol



Page 3 of 4

Qaeda will stop denouncing the U.S. merely because its comrades have moved to
a state-side supermax. This is what happens when a new President rushes to
fulfill a reckless campaign promise without a plan, or even much apparent
thought.”

David Savage, LA Times, 21 December 2009:

To hold the detainees who are not being tried, Obama relies on the Authorization
for the Use of Military Force passed by Congress in the wake of the Sept. 11
attacks, according to a memo describing the legal argument prepared by the
Defense Department for members of the lllinois delegation in Congress.

in addition, Obama has added a backup layer to the system that reviews the
status of every detainee, going beyond judicial review to a periodic review by the
executive branch, according to the memo.

Staffed by more than 60 attorneys and analysts from across the federal
government, Obama's review panel has already done a preliminary examination
of all Guantanamo cases and plans to make final decisions about disposition by
early next year, the Pentagon document says.

At the moment, the category of inmates who can't be prosecuted and can't be
released is empty - "a null set,” in the words of one official - though there's little
doubt the administration expects that to change. The White House is asking
Congress to change federal law to allow detainees to be transported from Cuba to
IHinois for that purpose.

"If we have to detain any without trial,” said the senior administration official, "we
will only do so as a last resort.”

It is precisely the claim of authority to detain without trial
even as a last resort that this Commission should deny
to any prospective buyer of the Thomson facility. A
constitutional and human rights issue of this magnitude
may never have faced this body before. But it is here
today; and whatever other entities of government seek or
decide, you have a chance to make a statement that the
Bill of Rights is more important that a real estate deal or
some touted job creation.

Tuesday, December 22, 2009 AOL: Shangol
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	Proponents

	Village of Thomson

	Lee County State's Attorney

	Dr. Arthur C. Donart, Ph.D.

	U.S. Sen. Richard Durbin

	Deputy Secretary of Defense Answers to Sen. Richard Durbin

	U.S. Sen. Roland Burris

	U.S. Rep. Phil Hare

	City of Rockford

	List of Supporters - State, Federal & Local

	Rock Island County

	Illinois 
Quad City Chamber of Commerce
	Quad Cities First

	Painters' & Drywall Finishers' Local Union #502 & #676

	NorthWestern Illinois Building and Construction Trades Council

	City of Mount Carroll

	Lee County Industrial Development Association

	City Council of the City of Lanark

	Jo-Carroll Depot Local Development Authority

	Illinois Highway 30 Coalition

	Village of Hanover

	Hanover Chamber of Commerce

	Greater Sterling Development Corporation

	City Council of the City of Galena

	City Council of the City of Fulton

	City Council of the City of Freeport

	Dixon Area Chamber of Commerce and Industry

	Village of Elizabeth petitions

	Chicago Regional Council of Carpenters

	Village of Chadwick resolution

	Local Officials petitions of support

	County Board of Carroll County

	Carroll County Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies Committee

	Blackhawk Hills Resource Conservation and Development

	President and Board of Trustees of the Village of Stockton

	State Representative Jerry Lack

	City Council of the City of Mount Carroll

	City Council of the 
 City of Dixon
	Tri-County Economic Development Alliance, Inc.

	Petitions from Republicans,  Democrats, and Independents in
 Carroll County and surrounding areas
	public written comments & witness slips


	Opponents

	ISEA United Professionals Local 2002

	U.S. Rep. Judy Biggert

	public written comments and witness slips


	Other Comments and Concerns

	AFSCME Council 31

	Robert Clarke, President of Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights

	public written comments and witness slips





