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Equip for Equality, the independent, not-for-profit organization designated by the Governor in 
1985 to administer the federally mandated Protection and Advocacy system for people with 
disabilities in Illinois, appreciates the opportunity to testify before the Commission regarding the 
proposed closure of the Tinley Park Mental Health Center (Tinley MHC). Equip for Equality'S 
mission is to advance the civil and human rights of people with disabilities and is accomplished 
through self-advocacy training and technical assistance, legal services, public policy initiatives, 
and investigations of abuse and neglect in all settings that serve people with disabilities. 

Equip for Equality believes that individuals with mental illness are best served in the community, 
and we have long advocated for the State to strengthen and adequately fund the community 
mental health system so that quality mental health treatment and services are readily available 
and easily accessed. However, the reality is that the community mental health system has been 
severely underfunded for decades. The proposal to close Tinley MHC does not contemplate any 
additional funds for community providers, while purporting to save the State money by 
relinquishing responsibility for Tinley MHC residents' and acute care patients' needs to the 
already-underfunded system. 

In assessing whether, when, and how to close Tinley MHC, the primary consideration must be 
the needs of individuals with mental illness and how those needs will be met when this facility is 
closed. Other considerations, such as preserving jobs, should not drive this important decision. 
In our view, closing a state operated mental health center must only occur as part of a 
comprehensive plan to provide for the needs of the facility's residents and acute care patients, 
including those with no insurance. We are aware ofno such plan. 

It is important to remember that the capacity of state-operated mental health centers, such as 
Tinley MHC, is reflected not only in the daily census numbers, or the number of beds, but in the 
total number of people served on an annual basis. In FY 2011, Tinley MHC provided acute care 
services to almost 2,000 individuals with mental illness. Who or what will fill this void if Tinley 
MHC is closed now - particularly for those who are uninsured and not Medicaid eligible? 
Answering this question must precede, not follow, a decision to close. 

When DHS proposed to close Tinley MHC in 2008, a task force was convened to develop a well­
thought out plan to replace it with a new, state-of-the-art facility to serve persons in need ofacute 
mental health care in the Metro South area. Based upon that plan, we supported the closure of 
Tinley MHC, and we still support the concept that was proposed in 2008. But that is not the 
present situation. Now, there is no such plan in place. DHS proposes to shift the responsibility 
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to provide critical mental health services to private hospitals and community providers, without 
providing assurance that either has the current resources or capacity to serve those now served by 
TinleyMHC. 

The closure of Tinley MHC without a corresponding funding increase and expansion of capacity 
in the community will likely result in greater numbers of people with mental illness being 
diverted to the criminal justice system, becoming homeless, or even dying. Without providing for 
an alternative safety net, closing Tinley MHC now will put the health and safety of individuals 
with mental illness at risk, and is therefore premature. 

Equip for Equality stands ready to work with the State to develop a meaningful and effective 
plan so that individuals with mental illness can receive quality mental health care in the 
community and access acute psychiatric care when needed. The closure of Tinley MHC at this 
time without such a plan, however, is unwise and unsafe. 

Thank you very much. 
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October 31, 2011 
 
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability 
VIA Email:  facilityclosure@ilga.gov 
ATTN: Facility Closure 
703 Stratton Building 
Springfield, IL 62706 
 
Name of agency:  Community Mental Health Council, Inc. 
Facility being closed: Tinley Park Mental Health Center 
Your Position: Proponent 
The type of Testimony you would like to give:   Written testimony via this e-mail  
 
COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH COUNCIL, INC.  is a behavioral healthcare provider 
servicing the residents of the south side of Chicago, Cook County.   Our relationship with 
the Department of Human Services (DHS) Division of Mental Health spans over the last 36 
years. 
 
We understand the serious fiscal issues facing the State of Illinois and in particular the 
expenses associated with keeping Tinley Park Mental Health Center open.  Previously when 
facilities were closed the DHS Division of Mental Health (DMH) reached out to community 
providers and used some of the savings associated with the closures to build outpatient 
capacity and to support community hospitals with psychiatric units through the CHIPS 
program. This type of partnering was essential and helped local providers meet some of the 
responsibilities placed on them by the hospital closures.  
 
We have been actively engaged with the Division of Mental Health in their work to work with 
regional mental health providers to build greater capacity for community based services that 
best fashions a local response to the access needs to MH services, hospital beds and other 
alternatives treatment resources for those individuals who present with serious mental 
illnesses.  
 
We will continue our work with the DMH on providing community options and hope to finalize 
discussions when DMH is able to fully proceed.  
  
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on the closure of Tinley Park Mental Health Center. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Carl C. Bell, M.D. 
President and CEO 
 
CCB/apr 
Cc: Michael Pelletier 

 



TO: Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability

FROM: Raelynn Noelle Ballard

RE: Tinley Park Mental Health Center

DATE: Monday, October 31, 2011

My name is Raelynn Noelle Ballard, and I'm 8.

Please do not close Tinley Park Mental Health Center, because they help people with mental
illness. If you close the hospital where will they go? Who is going to help them?

When you close Tinley Park Mental Health Center the patients will have to go far, far, away for
help. That means all the people who care for the patients will have to go far, far, away too.

Please care for the sick people and let them keep Tinley Park Mental Health Center.

Hopefully, ~~\i~(\l\

Raelynn Noelle Ballard
Homewood, IL. 60430

",
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TO: Members of the Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability

FROM: Helen Salako -Ojei RN

SUBJECT: Opposing the Closure of Tinley Park Mental Health Center

DATE: 10-29-2011

I am a Registered Nurse working at Tinley Park Mental Heath Center for fifteen
years. Please be informed that I strongly oppose the closure 'of Tinley Park Mental
Health Center. This hospital provides a unique service to people in the Metro South
and other South County Areas. The closure will contribute a great danger to lawful
tax paying citizens and inhabitants of the area and beyond, patients inclusive.

In this era of rapid drug use, history of gun-trigger habit people and two mixed
wars overseas, plus numerous war veterans back at home, coupled with the terrible
economy, unemployment, stress and anxiety in our society, closure of this hospital is
an indirect way of unleashing mentally ill patients into the streets because prompt
and immediate hospital treatment will be lacking.

I appeal, please ensure that this hospital is not closed.

Sincerely Yours L~~ '.I,-o ~ i&N /I
Helen Salako-Ojei RN if ~.~
. . .---.ivJ.~ - r >; c;' , - If

"'-:~/ .

~"'i ~~ )0.)

\ L (;,0 l\''l r---
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TO: Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability

FROM: Scottlynn Ballard

RE: Tinley Park Mental Health Center

DATE: Monday, October 31, 2011

My name is Scottlynn Ballard, and I'm 9 7'2. At Flossmoor Hills they teach us to believe in the
pillar of citizenship; so I care about the people in my community. So, please don't close Tinley
Park Mental Health Center.

If Tinley Park Mental Health Center closes, some people with mental illness will have to go
really, really far away to Springfield, and other people who don't have insurance won't be able to
get help.

Plus there could be more homeless people that will need help (like me and my family .. .if my
mom loses her job).

SAVE TINLEY PARK!!!!!

Hopefully, S L 6-t-t l \j nn
Scottlynn Ballard
Homewood, IL. 60430
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TO: Honorable Members of the Commission on Government Forecasting and
I Accountability

SUBJEd!: Qplosing the Closure of Tinley Park Mental Health Center

DATE: I Npember 1,2011

My name is Harvella Ballard, a current employee, and I can barely express the devastation which
would b~fall the citizens of South Cook, Will, Kankakee, and Grundy counties if Tinley Park
Mental Health Ce~ter~ the only state run facility South of Chicago, would close.

Tinley Park MentJI Health Center provides acute (immediate and emergency) mental health
services to Chicago and South suburban townships. We are accredited by the Joint Commission
for the Accreditatibn of Health Care Organizations. The staff consists of hard working, specially-
trained individual~r who are exposed to violent behaviors by patients as a result of their illness,
such as: Ibeing spitlupon, hit, kicked, punched and bitten. They are able to do this while providing
professipral and t~erapeuti~ care; maintaining restraint and seclusion rates well bel0.w ~e State
and Nat.Cjnal Averr,ge. Durmg the fiscal year of2011 we cared for over 2,000 admissions from
Cook, Will, Kankakee and Grundy counties; and maintained an average daily occupancy rate of
91%. TiNey Par~ rl

ental Health Center is small in comparison to what it could be, and once
was.

We recently lower! d our bed capacity which resulted in as many as 27 patients waiting for beds
in the emergency It oms of community hospitals. Some days the wait time in emergency rooms
were fo~ several d I ys. We often admit patients. who were declined admission to the community
hospitals due to thl ir lack of beds, the patient's lack of funding, or the patient's level of
aggress~on due to 'llness. I

Persons Iwith men! I illness who need an acute level of care, i.e., inpatient psychiatric
hospitalization, will be further exacerbated by the closure of Tinley Park Mental Health Center.
This depletes the I ready limited pool of public inpatient resources which are not evenly
distribnfed betwee' Northern Cook County and the Southland Region. The closure of Tinley
Park Mental Healt Center represents the absence of services (inability to access care) for
individuals with m'ental illness who need acute care; although the number of mentally ill
individuals has not decreased.

The Department' s Iproposed plan would mean acute mental health services would be available,
albeit limited, at ¥adden Mental Health Center in Maywood, and not again available until
McFarland Mental Health Center in Springfield; which is over 200 miles away. Persons with
mental illness from the South Cook County and Southland Region, who depend on the public
system of acute mental health services, will not be able to access or receive services.



This plan will have a severe adverse effect on the consumers continued recovery, health and
welfare. Without treatment, individuals with mental illness and unresolved psycho-social issues
experience difficulty in society; with varied circumstances which contribute to the inability to
obtain shelter. Some individuals have no means of financial support, or are not considered .
eligible, and are often denied benefits. Without the money to pay for medication,
decompensation (moving from stability to mental instability) becomes unavoidable.

I

II
Yes We Can support the continued operation of Tinley Park Mental Health Center.

We cannot survive its' closure.

Thank: you for YOf consideration.

Harvella Ballard, ~, PSA
18016 Cherrywoo~ Lane
Homewood, IL. 6~430

I



November 1, 2011 
 
Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability 
VIA Email:  facilityclosure@ilga.gov 
ATTN:  Facility Closure 
703 Stratton Building 
Springfield, IL 62706 
 
Name of agency:  Riverside Medical Center 
Facility being closed:  Tinley Park Mental Health Center 
Your Position:  Proponent 
The type of Testimony you would like to give:  Submitting written testimony via this e-mail. 
 
Riverside Medical Center is an inpatient and outpatient mental health provider servicing 
the residents of Kankakee County.  Our relationship with the Department of Human Services 
(DHS) Division of Mental Health spans over 30 years. 
 
We understand the State of Illinois is considering closing Tinley Park Mental Health Center due 
to expenses associated with keeping it open.  In the past when facilities were closed, the DHS 
Division of Mental Health reached out to the community impacted with reinvestment dollars to 
provide inpatient (CHIPS) and outpatient services for those clients who were impacted by the 
closure.  This type of partnering was essential and helped local providers to meet some of the 
responsibilities placed on them by the hospital closures.   
 
We have been approached by the Division of Mental regarding our interest in possibly providing 
inpatient and outpatient services to meet the need of individuals who present with mental illness 
should Tinley Park close.  We will continue our work with DMH on providing community 
options and hope to finalize discussions once DMH is able to fully proceed.  The DHS partnering 
with regional mental health providers to build capacity in the community will bridge the serious 
gap due to Tinley’s closing. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the closure of Tinley Park Mental Health Center. 
 

 
Christine Anthony,Rn 

Director Behavioral Services 
Riverside Medical Center 

350 North Wall Street 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
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